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CAUSES & CURE 


|| PESTILENCE: 


A Brief Colle@ion of thofe provoking Sins, 
Recorded in the Holy Scriptures, for which the 
Lord hata ufually fent the fore deftroying 
Peitilence or Plague among a People. 

| TOGETHER 
With fome fpecial Spiritual Receipts and 
Prefervativies againit the further encreafe of this 
Peftilential Difeafe. 
7 AND 
May ferveas a feafonable Call from the Lord,to in- 
vite all forts of People toa {peedy Return unto 
the Lord ; and a forfaking of thofe fins which 
otherwife will caufe the Wrath of the Lord to 
break out among us, fo that there will be no 
remedy, PN eee: 


Sa RRP cae EARS 
Publifhed forthe common benefit of all; by hina 
who really tenders che good of al), and is an une |’ 


faigned lover of Peace and’ Truth, as it is in 
Chrift Jefus, T. R: "e 


2 ee, 28 es 


’ 


i ee 

Repent , for the Kingdom of Heaven it at band, 
Mat.4,17. , 

Repent,and turn your felves fror all your tranfgreffions, 
foiniquity fhall not be your rine, Ezek. 18. 30+ 
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| | Except ye repent, ye fball all likewife perifh,Luk, 13.3. 
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Know many nece effary,wholfom, 
external ‘dire ions have lately 
been prefc ibed, and ex] nofed to 
public que \ VieWs, not only f or the 


cure of the Plague, but for the 
preventing of chefaid | hifections 
and moft peopleate forward € 
nough to make-ufe of outw: ara 
co preferve themifelves atid fa- 
d healthful con tree on of 


frer i oh’) che Pell 


remedies a and means 
milies; in a wholfom an‘ 
body, or.if fick and « difeafed, whet 
lence, or. by any other ! froak or vilitation Of rhe 
Lord,t cetover themiel ve 5 again ico their fote 
mer con anno of health 5 = And now many 3i01€ Gun 

mrove their habitations, ud Hye Tegoaes into remote 
places, thinking there® oY to , fheltert hemfely es from 
the eyesof the Almighty and foel 
of Divine Jnftice 2 But T would 
know, who.are running away from God, elise his 
hand. can find them.out., 4n@ 
David, Pfas 239-.7° Prpeiber fall I go from 
Spirit 3 Or whether foall I flee fromg thy prefene 
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To the Reader, 


the wings of the morning 5 and dwell in the uttermof 
parts of the Sea, even there hall thy band lead me, and 
thy right band jhall bold me If I fay, Surely the 
darknefs floall cover me, eventhe night fhall be light 
about me; Yea, the darknels bideth not from thee, but 
the night fhineth as the day sthe darknefs and the light 
are both alike tothee. Andwhat faies Fob , Hell is 
naked before him, and deftrudtion bath no covering 
Job26.6.. And agains His eyerare upon the ways 
of man, and be feeth all his goings. There is no dark 
nef Ss nor foadow of death, where the workers of iniqéi- 
ty may bide themfelves, for be will noi lay pos man 
morethen right, Job 34, 21 » 22,23. And know for 
a certain, as Mofes {pake unto the Lfraelites » That 
if you fin againft the Lord, be fure Jour fin will find 
Jou out, Numb, 32.23. And for others that would 
leek prefervation and health in the ufe of tawfal 
means , the (ame may be lawfully and warrantably 
done, fo the Lard be Primarily -and Principally 
foughtunto , otherwife thou may ft fall under the 
like reprehenGon and blame, as Af@ did, who 
though his difeale was exceeding gréat., yety in bis 
Gifeafe be fought not to the Lord, but. to the F byfi- 
tans, 2 Chron. 16. 12. All (econdary means wil} 
be little available eo thy health, if che Lord blegs 
them not. Andas every Creature of God is fan&i- 
fied by the Word of God and Prayer, as in 
I Tim, 4.4.5. Soisit the Lords great Prerogative 
Royal, 20 kill and to make alive, tobring down to the 
Grave, and to bring up again, ¥ Sam, 2. 6. Which 
the Lord himfelf hath ratified out of his own 
mouth, Dest. 32.29. Bue alas, how few are there 
whoare truly fenfible of the hand of God, though 
it belifced up > and hath taken hold of judgment? 
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T° the Reader. 


lets true, that moft men 2nd Women do generally 
fear and dread the Peftilence , becanfe it isa Nove 
‘fom and moft uncomfortal}< deftroying difeale, exe 
cluding the fociety of the choyfelt friends y and of 
the neareft'and deareft Relations 5 Bue do they 
mind or confider the peftilential nature of thafe 
fins, that ufually bring down this fevere ftroak and 
vifitation from the Lord'upon a nation ? How few 
among usare fenfible of ourfonl. fickneffes? and if 
not fenfible ; how thencan any {piritual remedies 
and prefervatives be fought out, and fanctified!y 
applyed ? Buc know, thatthe Difeates of the foul 
are far more dangerousand deadly thenthofe of the 
body. No bodily Difeafé can hinder thy glorious 
refurretion , but if thou dye in a {piritual difeafe, 
infin, unlatnented and unrepented of | it cuts off 
all hope of future glory, nnd precipitates unco 
thefecond death. It was therefore ftrongly moves 
ing upon my heart , (with refpe& chiefly co the 
glory of God, and the publique emolument and 
§00d of all, and as amoft unworchy inftrument in 
thé hand of God) to be contributing my Mite to- 
Wards the recovery of a poor {mcking, gafping, 
languifhing, “and dying Kingdom ; to beftow chat 
little precious time, which the:Lérd in mer 
fhould vouchfafe uuto me , as feperated from all 
fecular imployments, in fearching into the facred 
criptures, cofindout, and gather together thofe 
hainous and hideous fins, which ftand upon record, 


48 fuch which are the procuring caufes of Gods 
fending down this fore vifitation of the Peltilence 


émong us, which here in all humility , as con{ti- 
ous of mine own foul-fickneffes and diftempers; 


| f prefent unto thy view, taking that courte herein, 
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to the health of their Pat ‘s (though I pre ofefs 
my p tel -o be very sanskilfal ad unexpert in fo 
i waighty a maceer) who will not pre- 
CEIPCSs taetegys is, Or reme- 
| out., and right! y vunderfland 
the:-nature 5 es) ds. and caufes of heir evil n 
lignan ¢ ang m ote tempers. 
to. fearch ite. 
rhc or parcia 
sm olt ps ata 
thac as well Pre 
might be brought ta 


fh a3 fewe] to rne re. 


ions do, 10 referenc 


A re of the 
ehly found oue di {covered , 
g alto} a ow for rwar 0 rift are tom Ati ute 
of outward remedies, for Be eye " refervation ; | 


was much upon m Ly Beare alfo, to vr epare fome. 
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foul Preset vation 5 AeA Tis ¢ 


tilence 5 in afpecial manner; Fo yeti dil 


To the Reader. 


| to feek {piricual remediesfor the fame.So that now, 
though thy difeafe may be very dangerous and:def- 
| perate, yet being diligent and confcientions in the 
‘fe of the means, thon needeft not defpair of 
help» ox be crying out with the Prophet Jeremy, 
Is there 20 balm in Gilead 2 Is there xo Phyfiteex 
there & Why then is not the health of the daughter of 
my people recovered? Jer.3. 22. Y cannot fay as fome 
‘bold Phyfitions, or Mountebancks rather, that’ i 
have onely one Salve for every fore , or one fove- 
raign Univerfal Pill for all manner of difeafes; yet 
{have notprefcribed thee many receipts , for to 
tire thee, or that thou fhouldett fay: ; The remedy 
is worfe then the difeafe : butfeven only, in order 
to the curing of fifteen very pernicious and ‘mortal 
diftempers; In the opening of which, I confefs 
I have enlarged my: felf, more then I thought at 
firftto have done, but | hope thou wile net ehir 
it tedious or to much, feeing it is but to difc 
ver unto thee., the moft excellent worth and 
vertue that’in each of thofe {pecial and {piritual 
receipts, iscomprifed and contained. And though 
I might have ufed more brevity, by couching light~ 
ly upon Scriptures, and have referred thee to the 
marginal notes for thy peruling of them, yet | 
thought it would not ‘be fo beneficial , asthe re- 
hearlal of che Scriptures themfelves 5 which as 
itawill go on more {mooth and pleafurable in read- 
ing , fo will ic fute belt with the weakeft know- 
ledge and underftanding 5 for whofe fakesin a 
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{pecial manner this 1 reatife was intended; There- 


fore 1 hope you will not look for excellency..oF 

{peech or of wifdom , in declaring unto you che 
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Tethe Reader. 


from men trained up inthe Univer 
of Learning. Bue I defite in m 


fities and School]g 


uch plainnefg of 
€ truth, 


4-2, And O | 
© fpecial ule | 
€o a fight of | 
{peedy re urn 
ance, that he 
Lt is enough, flay 


hake it of fom 
to reduce this-poor dying Nation 
their highly Provoking evils, anda 
unto the Lord by Uunfaigned repent 
may fay to the deftroying Angel , 
now thine band, 1 Chron, 


21.15. This isthe Praye? 
Of him who is really, 


Thive in all ( hrifii- 


an fervices, 


Oe. ion, the firf vet revokiad Peftzlential 
Fol. 3 

2 esti the fecond ih i eee Pefttlentzal 
$ 


13 i 
4s Idolatry.the fourth bag £ * wy, ae 
5° Covetoufnels,, the fie 
6. Curfing and Stteanh ing 


Fe Adultery and? orriteat pe rb bhi Ores 


y, 34, 
as Infidelity, Murmuring, and Diftruft, the eighth 
|” dighly, &e. 37 

9¢ Difcontent and Difdainfulnefs of GodsMercies, 
the ninth bighly ee. 4.1 
10, Prideazd Ambition and Carnal Confidence, 

ithe tenth highly, Gai 44. 
‘fz. Apoftacy, Backfliding , and Revolting from —. 

God , thegleventh-bighly, ce. 47) 
12. Rebélfion and ‘abftinate difobedience againft 

God4nd his Commandements, the twelfth bighe 

ly, &c, 59 
13- Infurre&ion and rifing up acaint the Lords We 

Jawful Governours, and Government, the thire sei 
teenth bighly, &e. ss SF | | 
| Ede Prophanation. of, Gods holy things, and a pre- 

~  funipruous fpeculation into Gods fecrets > the 

fourteenth highly ec. WV 
15. Adding'to, or adminifhing from: rh w eg ef y 

God, the fifteenth highly; Oey A | 
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: 3: Intimes of Great Sining, 138 Bly 
4..I0 times: of Worthiping and Serving of By lyr 
i God, | 40 | 
i 5+ Intimes of Great Suffering for God, 142 Biny 
i 3+ Faith in the Faithfulness of God, 147 Bi, 
: Pr Opon the account, By hint 
. | 1, Of the wnchangeablenelsof Gods love, ib, Oy fi 
, 2. Of our vocation #0, and confirmation in the ribs 
q grace of God, 149 yi 
¢ 3. Of our temptations and confisttions with fiz. 
| and fatan, | 15r By 
‘ 4- Of our publique te//imony for the Lord,15 2 | fh 
i 5° OF our Suffering for Chrift, and contentation | 
under the Crofs, I52 fy 
4. Faith inthe Promifes of God, I5g 
Temporal, x 
Whether of a Spiritual, or concernment, ih, 
Eternal, By 
} Promilesof falvation firm and certain in Chriff, ib, bi 
general and indefinite, and made 
toall that beleive. 155 Te 
Applicable and comfortable, as ta relapfes and fine | hin 
wing again after repentance, “2g? fir 
in pangs of the New.birth, 157 Why 
12 all kind and Varieties o tof 
temptations, {piritual deferti. Dy 
ONg, flanderous Speeches, defhe. hi 
rate diftreffes , greatelt difficul- , 1 
ties, ib. Gy 
Promifes of temporal things, not abfolute but condi. 4 Ty 
gv tional. 159 + hy 
iif Many temporal Promifes laid down and applyed, ib. Cy 
1 Lhe Promifes are of excellent ufe én all eftates and ) 
|" sanditions, 163 
f fi As Faithful 


| The Contents. i 
| 4. Faithful and fervent prayer, the. fourth Spiritual | i 
ip > Receipt, 10§ f ! 
| bbe derivation anddefinition of it, 165,166 i | 
i | Prayer to bé made to God onely inthe name of Chrift, 1 | 
| Dbrough the. Spirit, 171 1 
I45 | : n E i i 
1 | In F aith, a neceffary ingredient, ill ; 
i | From the beart with fervency of Spirit, 172 i J 
i. With underftanding, 173 aly My 
bi | With a feeling of our wants, 174 Hi Nok Be ; 
¥ |. With fear and reverence, - 175 a & | 
: Mm | With afpirit of love and forgivenefs, id. i ee | 4 
ut | With perfeverance, 176 | 7) 3 
oT The Singuler worth, excellency, and efficacy of Prayer, i | | 
tion ibd Ngee i 
ibid, “| bi 

if Applyed to the prefent Vifitasion of the Peftilence, ih | 
S| 180 EE 
, | Andtothe flateof England , as to ber prayers and aie 
0, | tears, 182 " | i 
: Exborting fuch as bave received the Spirits anointing | ! 
. ta be much in the exercife of this heavenly skill, “ 

4 18 


) 15. To be dwelling inthe fecret place of the mof 
high,orto makethe Lord our habitation,the fife 


y Spiritual receipe, 186 
| What we are to underftand by the fecret place of the 
4 moft bigh, 187 
* | What by making God our habitation, igo 


fs And fo it concludes. 


3, Io have our conftent abode and refidence with 
hb | God, 


p 
h Ho. To make God our refage and firength, of 
? 3. Lo make God the place of our Secrefie, or of ome 
» f Clofes aud clofe retirement, "203 
f Ree 4 Te 
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the place of our Negotiation or | 


ercifia, te nder, pitifal, and compallion| 
“tbe ‘fixth {pirctual recetpt, 232 
2331 
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ERRATA. 


Gentle Keader,, 


plays He Authors abfence from the Prefs, bath occafis~ 
| ned fome Miftakes inthe Printing ; Thou art de- 

Mi fired to correct with thy Pen thefe faults among others 5 
Gohl Which being done, be hath but this requeft move 9 
uth snake unto thee, that when thou entere[tupon the reading 
of this Treatife, thou wilt not lay it quite afide, tilt 
thou haft read it throughly 3 And then thou wilt find ié 
neceffary to be meditated upon when the Pejtilence 
B ceaferh, fo long as the Plague of fix remaineth. 
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Age 1. Line 6. Read Oppreffion, 1.21. tr. in Egypt, p. 13. 

I, 3. ¥. provehing 4 fin, p. 19, 1.22.1. a Molten Calf, p.27. 

® 4. 33.1.6 tt noe of the Lord, p.32.\. 8.r.Profeffors of ovr times, et 
p.33.1.18-1. Prophets, p.36 15 .r.up and dow, p.40.1.23. 6. w7- ao 

| regenerate perfons, p. 41.1.2. rhe relyed on him, p 44. 1.33.4. iz 
nmbring the people, p.46.1.16.r. my people, p.52.1.27.1 fend my ' 
foure, p- 591.25 .dele (aid, p.64.1.7.r.all thefe things,p 67.1.2 4 i 

B x.raifing 1p ,p.70. 1.9.4. t0 fanne, p.71.1.23.5. owner, p.7 31.14. i 
Ba: this fo,p.77. 1.8 r.fo creat a rood,p.79.1.28.1.fhew,p.89.1.3 3+ 

iB T.a finit 4 5P.$9.1.32.¥.07 the miferies of Sion,p.93.1.3.t.ncthing | 

|} comes near it, p,104.1.5.r, Ephraim, p.106. 1.10.8. within hers 
p-T1sl.12.1. power,p. 112 L141. John 9: verse. Lrxi. 1. thatthey, 
p.114.1.29.0.there will be,p:124.1.20.r.let thy, 33.. mare frnit- 
fully, p-140.1.13.r.wickednefs, p.148. L194. favs, p,162, 132+ 

| r.outward fate, p.t71.1.27:1.you cannot prays p.185.h.3, r.ricl~ 
teor(neffesyp.199.1.4,r. Molten Imnages,p.208.1.3.1. yet all thoi, 
p20 b 34, 4, he bewrays, p.230,1; 26,0. that they may. 
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CAUSES & CURE — 


OF THE 


| Peftilence. 


[77 He fir Sin which F (hall infit upon , Co 
| | highly provoking mnto the Lord, to fend 
les the deftroying Peftiience among a people, ts 
le the fin of (Opprefion : When the Supream 
|” Powers and Authoricies.of a Nation , do exercilea 
_ Ufurpation or Oppeflion over the Bodies and Gone 


{ciences of tlie people of God. This was the fin.of 


Pharoah, who tyrcannized, not onely over the Bo- 
dies, but over the Confciences alfo , of the €hil- 
dren of If;aél ; He fets Task-mafters over them, 
| ¢o afflict them with their burdens; And-the Egyp- 
tians made the Children. of Irae! to ferve with ri- 
gour, and made their lives bitter with hard bon- 


| dage,, in Morterand in Brick , and in all manner 


of fervice in the field; all their fervice wherein 
they made them ferve, was withrigour. By rea- 
fon of which bondage, the Children of Hraeltighed 
and cryed, and their cry came upuntoGod 4 Exod. 
1-11, 13,14, comp. with Chap, 2.23. So Chap. 
3- 7- The Lord faid , I have furely feen the affiidtien 
Of my people which are it EsyPe, and have beardtheir. 


“IN 9 


FE et ee es FOR oe 


See OO 


ee ATA RSENS TS STR ES 


2 The Caufes and Cure of 


“Cry y byreafon of their Task-mafters , for I knowt beir | 
Sorroms ; Aad in the oth. Verfe. Behold the cry of the 


Childrenof \{cael, iscome wp unto me 4 and J bave 


alfa jeex the Opprefion wherewith the Rayptians op Minis 


prefs zbetz.. This was an opprellion that Pharoah 
ihe. 


and ins cruel Task-mafters did exercife over their. 


box Si 


The opprefion chat he exercifed over their fouls | 
and confciences, did evidently appearin this. Fhe! 
Lord hecalled, aud commilfionared Mofes to go_ 
unto Poaroab, aud he with the Elders of Ifrsel, | 
were to fay.unto him ; The Lord'God of the He. | 


brews hath met with us, and-now let us go (we be- 
feech thee) three days journey into the Wilderne/s, 
that wemay facrifice unto the Lord our God, Exod. 


3-13. Thisthey often preft upon him : And the] 
reafon wherefore they fo much urged itis very. ob- | 


fervable, inere 3d. Verf) of the 5thuChap. Let ws 
gowe pray thee three days journey into the Defart, 


and facrifice untothe Lordour God , left he fall npon 


ws with Peltilence, or with the Sword; That 1s, 


Lefthe flay usanddeltroy us with. Peftilence, and | 
with che Sword, as in Judges’, 21. Phsroab het 
hardens his heart, and ts difobedient unto the word 


of tae Lord. And Pharoah faid , who is the Lord, 


that: ¥ fhould obey his voice , to lee Ifreel go ? Th 
know notthe Lord, neither will I lee Lfrael go.9 


Phey be idie (faich he) therefore they cry, fayings 


Ket us x0 and Sacrifice unto our God, Exod 5. 2.4 


$517. But the Judgments of God purfuing himat 
the very heels, and the greivous {warm ef Elies 
coming into his houfe, and into hisfervants houfes, 


aid inco alithe Landof Egypt; fo that the Land§ 


was 
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| facrifice the abominations of the Egy ptians:21 the 


Lord owr God 5 Lo 5 fhall we Sacrifice the ahominas 


tions of the Boyptians. before pheir eyer 5 aud will 
| they not ffone us ? We will go three day 


into the Wildernefs , and Sacrifice unts the Lord our 
God 4 ashe fall command Us, dt ig not meet 5 Orit 


iS not right fo todo , as being not fo appointed of 


g 
God, who calledinto the Wildernels ro Sacrifice, 
Exod. 3.18. Shall we Sacrifice the abominations of 
the Egyptians ? That is, Zbe Bealts wpich the Fo 
Syptians do worlbip » and do abbor to Rill, or ta fee 
Relled for Sacrifice. And the Sentencetwice repeate 
ed, may imply two fenfes. | 

t. Shall we Sacrifice to our God , fitch things ag 
the Lyyptians Sacrifice, that would be an abeniiz 
Ration ro the Lord? 

Or, 2. Shall we Sacrifice fuch thinos as God 
requirech , that would bé aa abomination to the 
Egyptians. 

The Scriptureoften calling the Gods and Ser- 
Vices of the Heathens, Abominations ; As Dent. 
7+ 25. and 12,30,3t. > King, 23.13. Ezrag, ¢. 
Ufa, 44. 19. Now che principal Sacrifices of the 
Hebrews were Oxen aid Sheep y’ Gente) 9. And 
pall Shepherds, or Sheep-keepers were an abomi~ 
ination to the Egyptians. Gen. 46.34. For the 
Egyptians abftained from Sheep , and Sacrificed 
Goats. By all which ie is very evident, that 
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was corrupted by reafon of the (warmof Flies: chen 
~he.calls for Mofes and Aaron » that they miviye 
and Sacrifice co God; but where? in the Land, 
that isjin-his own Land, che Land of Ezypr. Buc 
what faid Mofes ? It is 20t meet {> to do , for we fell 
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Pharoah denying the J/raslitcsto Worlhip, as Gad | it 
hadappointed them, did opprefsthem, not only 


in their bodies , bit in their Confciences like- } 


Mp i 
pnp 


wife ; which drew down the dreadful Judgments ital 


of God upon him and his Land ; among’ which; . all 
this of the deitroying Peftilence. For’ proof! i 
whereof, fee Exod. 319,20, Jam fure (faith the | Lid) 
Lord) that the King of Egypt will not let you go, | fia 
20, not by a mighty band, And what follows ? J will | ia 
fireich aut my band and {mite Egypt with all my @ 
wonders rc, SOExd, 9. 13,14, 15. Thus faith | in 
the Lord God of the Hebrews, Let my people go, that i" 
they may ferve me; for I will at this time fend all ae 
my plagues upon thy heart, ec. and efpecially in 
the 15, Verf, For now mill J ftretch out my band, @"” 
that | may {mite thee and thy people with: Pefti- 
lence , and thou foalt be cut off from the Earth, 
And in the 12. Chap. and 29. Verf. Sée whiat a 
dreadful flaughter che Lord made accordingly in 
the Land of Egypt. And it cante to pafi, that at 9" 
Mid-night the Lord {mote all the firft-born in the | 
Land of Egypt, fromthe firft-born of Pharoah that }}! 
fat ox bis Throne , unto the firft-born of the Captive | 
thar was in the Dungeon , and all the firft-born of) 
Caitel 5 and there was a great cry in Egypt , for |) 
there was not a Houfe where there was not one dead. i'l 
See further-che feverity of God in punifhing this 
fin of Oppreffton , Jer. 34..17, Therefore, thus 
faith the Lord, ye bave .not bearkened unto me in | 
proclaiming liberty every ome to his brother , and} 
every man to bis neighbour ; Behold, I proclaim a | 
liberty for you, faith the Lord , to the Sword, to} 
the Peftilence , and to the Famine , and I will make 
yore. 
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Got} yore 40 be removed into all the Kingdom} of the earth. 
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So highly difpleafing ic is unto the Lord, fora 
_ people tobe oppreffed , eithec in their civil or fpi- 
ritual liberties and enjoyments , according to thae 
in P{a. 12.5. For the oppreffion. of the poor 4 for the 
fighing of the needy , new will J arife ({aith the 
Lord) I will fet him at fafety from bim that puf- 
Seth atbim. And further, in Ufa. 49.25, 26. A 


jyil' Areadful place to all crue! Oppreflors of Gods 


I my 


| make 


yin 


people; faith the Lord there , I will contend with 


| bine that contendeth with thee, and will fave thy 
| Children ; AndI will feed them that opprefs thee, 


| with their own flelo , and they fball be dranken with 


| their own blood, a. with fweet wine; And Amos 


| 2. 6+ Thus faith the Lord, for thieetranfgreffions of 
I{rael, and for fours I will not.turmamay the punifh- 
ment thereof; Why ? Becaxfethey fold the righteous 
for filver , and the poor for a pair. of fhoes. So Ifa. 
$2 4555 6+ Lhus (faith the Lord) my people went 
down aforetime into Egypt to fijmrnthere, and the 
Aflyrian oppreffed them without caufe 3 Now theres 
forembat havel bere, (faith the Lord.) that my people 
is taken avay for nought ? they that rule over ther, 
make themto bowl, (faith the Lord) and my name 
continually every day isbla(phemed. Therefore my people 
| fall know my name, therefore they foall know in that 
day 4,that Iam he that doth {peak behold it is-I. 
‘By whichit is very evident chacthe Lord doés not 
Onely intimate unto.us, how forely he-plagued 
the Egyptians, becaufe they had grievoutly affli&ed 
and oppreffed his people, -which voluntarily , and 
of their own accord went down into Egyp:,.bue 
alfo that-he will much more grievoufly plague the 
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Affyrians that: carried tiem away out’ of heir own 
Latd, euetLand of Canaan which he had given: | 
them for. anInheritance, and there dealt fo cruelly 
and unmercifully Witiy them, 

Soforely difpleating igicunto the Lord, when 
thofe that rule-over his people, thallmakethemto’ | 
howl ; thatis,cocry biceerly | to mourn and ja- 
ment forely , as it is rendred , fer. 4. 8.and Ezek, 
21.12. Tocnis agrees that ig the goth. Chap. ot 
Feremiah’y and the 33, and 34. erfes! Thus faith: 
the Lord of Hots, TheChitdeen of VMraet » and the 
Ghild-enof Juda were opprefled together, andalb tbat 
toon tbems Captives beld shem fajt , they refuted to 
bettbem co: Ibeir Kedeemer iy (trong; the*luord of 
Fiofts is bts name, be fhali thxouably plead their canfe, 
that he may give rejt unto the Land: and difguiet the 
Inhabitants of Babylon. What we may undexttandl 
by the Lords pleading sof thexcaile ofthis people 
here and difquieemgs theinaabicands of Babylon 
that oppretied them’, chat of “Feremwg ns 35 36. 
doth: evidently declare, “J bewolence done to me and | 
to. my jie . be npon Babylon’ forall the Inhabitants | 
of Sion {ayy and my blood upon the Inbabitants of | 
Chaldea, (ball -Jerufalem faye Therefore thus [aith | 
thetord, behold fi will plead.thy caufe, and take 
vemyeance fir thee, and I will dry up ber Sea, and 
make ber Springs:dry, Wher the Lord (hall plead 
tie caule of S225 chen will he ‘take vengeance. | 
forher , thacis, he will avenge himfelf of hia and 7 
her cruel opprefling enemies; According to that? 
which the Lord of Hofts, the mighty one of Lfrael 
ipeaks inJ/é.1, 24. Ab. I wilt eafe me of mine] 
Adverfaries 5 and avezge me-of mine Enemies. 
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This is the time when he will make his Arrows 
drunk with blood, and bis Swordtro devour fieth. 
And then whatfallows'? Rejayee O ye Nations, mith 
bis people: for be will avenge the blood of bis Ser- 


pants jand will render vengeance untobis Adverfaries, 


and; rel be merciful unto bis Land, ana to bis 
As it is in Deut, 32,42543, ‘This.i is that 
timewhich 1s called by the es H{aiab, The 
day of the Lords vengeance, anathe year of recom 
peafes for the controverfies of St, ; A. 34: $.calied 
by ‘feremiab , the vengeance of the Lord our Gott 
the vengeance of bis Temple yf Jers) 5 Ox Bs" At id 
take notice then how (evere the Lap d will be. He 
eliguas', thac his Sword {hall be bathed intteas 
ven, andicthall come down upon Idumeay and 
upon the people of his curfe to: fuagement.: By 
Idumea 5 we aretoupderftand Edom, oc the Edo= 
mites; who werethe nigheft Kindred of the J/raee 
lites » but notwithftandi: ng they. weretheir greateit 
enemies and oppreffors ; And therefore faid the 
Lotdj by the Prophet Obadiah, Ver{. 10. Fetes 
Vivlence (meaning the Edrmites) againit thy Brother 
Jacob:, fhame {hall cover thee, and thow fpalt be 
cut off for ever..’, And thee area Type and Fi- 
gure of all the enemies of the ¢ hurch ‘s God, 
whoiiadeed do boaftand brag tha: ree are de 
fcended and) born ofthe Chureh, ccying up the 
Temple of the Lord ,.The Temple of the Lords 
fetting up a Worthip of cheinowa deviiing 5 and 
are in the praCtife of Sacraments and Ordinances, 
as the true Church and Spoufe of Chrift , yer, 
indeed, and in truth, do hate, pei fecute, and 
opprefs the true {piricual and fincere wor{h' p> 
B 4 pers 
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pers of Jefus,, Whereby it is very evident, what | 
dreadful plagues and panifhments the fin of Op- 
preflion doth bring upon a Laad and Nation. 


2. The fecond Peftilential fin, isthe fin of rere 
Seention, and hatred againft God and. bis people's As 
God hath his Arrows of his deliverance for ‘the 
prefervation of his\people again their enemies, 
2 King.12.17. So he hath che Arrowsof his Indigs 
nation and wrath, which Fob being under a {pirit of 
defertion and temptation apprehended were within 
him, thepoifon whereof he faid did drink up his 
fpirit, Fob 6.4.. So Davidin the like condition, 
Lhat the arrows of the Lord did tick faft in him,aud 
bis band preffed him fore,Pial.38.2. And the Prophet 
Feremy inhis Lamentations , He hath bent his how 
(faith he ) and fet me a 2 mark for the Arram, He 
bath eaufed the arrows of his Quiver to enter into m 
reins ,Lam,3.12,13. 1 fay whatever might be the 
apprehenfions of thefe holy and righteous men, yet 
furely the Lord has his arrows of ‘his fore difpiea- 
fure and wrath, which as the inftrumentsof death, 
he hath prepared and ordained againft the Perfecz- 
tors, Pfal.7.13. And this of the deltroying Pefti- 
lence is one of the foreftand fharpeit of them, ag 
reckoned amongtt his four fore judgements, Ezek. 
44.21, And as the wiched do bend their bow, and 
make ready their arrows upon the firing, that they may 
previly fhiot at the upright in heart, Pfal. 11.2. So 
the Lord he has his bow and arrows, and his Bow 
is bent alfo, and his arrows he hath ready, P/a.7.12. 
which he fends out and (catrers his enemies with, 
Pfal.18.14. With thefehe breaks their bones and 
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| pierces them through,Nwm.24.8, yea, makes them 
drunk with their blood, Dest.32.42. Thefe are 


tharp in the heart of the Kings enemies, Pfal.45-5- 
The Inftruments and means that the Lord makes ufe 
of againft his enemies are piercing, yea fo piercing, 
thatche heart, the clofeft and ftrongeft part, even 
that wherein life confiftech,(hall be peircedthereby. 
The arrows of the Lord are like the {words of 
Saul-and Fonathan which did execution and retur- 
ned not empty, 2 Sam.1.22. You think by flying 
away and hiding your-felves in the thickets of the 
forreft, you fhall be fecured from the ftroke of thefe 
arrows ofGods vengeance;but know,if you areGods 
Enemiesand perfecutors, his band will find you ont, 
yea his right hand will finde out thofe that hate bim 4 
and he will make you a a fiery oven in the time of bis 
anger, Plal,21.8,9. For wickednefS burneth as fires 
and it foall devourtbe briars and thorns, aud spall 
kindle in the thickets of the: forret., and they {hall 
mount up asthe lifting up of {mokes for through the 
wrathof the Lord of Hofts the land hall be darkned, 
andthe people fhall be as the fewel of the fire, no man 
foall foare bis brothers Ma,.9.18,.194 I fay, if you 
be the Lords Adverfaries, then if the Scriptures be 
true and cannot be broken, you hall affuredly be 
broken in peiees, yea out of heaven will the Lord 
thunder upon you, 1 Sam.2.10, And if that will 
notdo, he will throw you into the deeps,as a ftone 
into the mighty waters, as hedeale with the perfe- 
cutors of his people, Neb.9.12. Icannot let pafs 
thofe dreadful imprecations which the Prophet Dz- 
vid thunderethout againft his and the Lords Adver~ 
faries, under the perfon of Fuda ; Set awicked 
Man 
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man over him (faich he)! et Satan ftand at his right 
hand; let him be condeained and his Prayer be. 


come fin, and his days few, and his children f4- 


theriefs, and vagabonds, begging cheir' bread; and 
fuch like prophetica} direfu; wilhess And why all 
this? Becaufethat be remembred mit to fbew twercy, but 
perfecuted the poor and needy man, that be mioht ever 
fly the brokeain heart Pia.to9.to ver.17.f0 Pla.69. 
verfe22,and onward ; Let their table become a {nere 
before them, and that which foonld have been fir theip 
welfare, let it become a trap: ‘Let their eyes be dark. 
med thatthey fee not, and make their loins continually 
to foake, Pour out thine indignation upon then and 
letihy wysthfal anger take bold of thers “Let their 
habitations betefolare and let nonedwellin theiy tent >. 
Add iniquity to their iniguity’ and let thevort come 
ninto thy righteonfne(s2 Let thon be blotted out of the 
book of theliving, and not be written with the rizbte- 
ons, Now what's the reafon thar David devoteth 
his and che Lords: enemies to firch dreadful deftra. 
Gions 2. why ? even for this caule 3 For they pers 
fecute him whem thou baft {mitten and talk: to the 
grief of thife whom thom halt wounded. B yall which 
he meanetty, chat che wicked {aid grievous afli@i. 
Ons and punilhments upon fuch, whom the Lord jn 
his fatherly love had chaftifed, whether you un- 
derftand ic of Chrift orcof hic aftlicted and perfecu: 
ted members: Tiis is'a fia thatis highly Provoking 
untothe Lord, drawing down'the wrath of God to 
a Kingdoms inevitable defolation and deftru@ion ; 
as upon Fudah and Ferufalem, 2 Chron, 36-15, 16% 
whereit isfaid, That tbe Lord Godof their fathers 


. > . 
sent to. them by: bis meffengers, Of prophets’, rifing 
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up berimes and fending, becaufe be had ‘compaffiun ort 
his people andon bis'dwelling place. Butthey mocked 
the mefi:ngers of God, and defpifedhis words and mif- 
ufed his Prophets, untill the wrath of rbe Lord arofe 
again{t bis people,t#ll there was no remedy or no heal- 
not, and’ onthe other fide Gods Jnitice required 
chat cheir impenitency fhould be moft feverely pu- 
nifhed. Its a fimilicude taken from fick bodies that 
are incurable ; For (as Stephen faid truly, whom 
they floned ) whieh of the Prophets have not your fa- 
thers perfecuted ? and they bave flait them which 
fhewed before of thecoming of the Fult one ( meaning 
Chritt) of whom (faith he) ye bave been now the be. 
trayers and murderers, As 7.52. And’ therefore it 
was chat our blefled Saviour took up thae fad Ja- 
mentationand complaint; O Firufalem, Jerusalem, 
thoie that killep the Prophets ,and ftonelt them which are 
fent unto thee, bow ofter would I bave gathered thy 
children together , ever as a bew gatbereth ber ebickens 
nsder béerwings, and ye would act? And what fol- 
lows? Behold your boufe is left unto you defolate , 
Matth.23:37,38, Perfecution is che certain fore. 
runner ofa Nations defolationand deftru€tion. And 


|. God does ufually retaliate the fin of perfecuting 


and deftroying men upon their own heads ; Let their 
way be dark and flippery, and let the Angel of the Lord 
perfecute them, Plal.35.6. As the fire burneth the 
wood, and athe flame fetteth the mountains on fire 

fo perfecute them with thy tempeft, and make them + im 
fraid with thy ftorm : Filltheir faces with frame that 
they may feekthy name: O Lord, let them be confoun= 
ded and troubled for ever  yealet them be put to fame 


ing; becaufe ontheone fide the people repented . 
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end perifh: That men may know ,.that thous whofe 
wame alone is Febovah, art the meojt bigh over all the 
earth, Pial. 83. 15516,17,18. And who are they 
whom the Pfalmitt imprecates thele dreadfal judg- 
ments to fall upon, bat Gods Enemiesand Perfecn- 
tors? For ls, thine ewemics make a tumult, and they 
that hate thee have lift up the head, they bave taken 
crafty counfel again|t thy people,andconfulted acainf. . 
ae ones. They have aid, Come, ol _ 
them off from being a Nation ; that the name of. I{ra- 
el may be no more in remensbrance. God has his hid- 
den ones, tuch whofe life is hid with Chrifl in 
God, Col.3.3.. whom the Lord efteems.as his jew~ 
els, keeping chem in faithful and {afe cultedy, hi- 
ding them in che fecret. of his Prefence from the 
pride of man,which betake themlelves to the Lord 
for refuge to be hidand fecure. under his tuition 
aad procection, P/al, 27.5, and 31.20. Andthefe 
are they that the enemies of God did con{ule and 
confpire againit, evento extirpate them,and to root 
them ouc of the land. But fee how juft the’Lord 
isin the exeurion of his righteous and terrible 
judgements “pon fich : Thon foal, take upthis prom 
verb (faith the Lord). againft the King of Babylon 
and fay, How haththe Oppreffor ceafed ? the golden 
City ceafed? the Lord hath broken the Staff of the 
wicked, and the S cepterof theRulers. He that {mote 
the people in wrath with a ‘continual firoke ( mark 
that ) bethat ruled the Nations in anger is perfecuted, 
and none hindereth, Ifa.14.4,5,6. O that cbis were 
ferioufly laid to heare by che perfecuting {pirits of 
this generation ; whether Gods controvertie with 
the Kingdom at this-time, in this fore vifitation 
of 
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ofthe Plagueamong us, doth not ina great mea- 
{ure (pring from this evi] and bitter roots fo hei- 
nous and provoking fin it is unto the Lord, 


3. The third peftilential deftroying fin, is the fin 
of Marder and Blood-fbed thatis exercifed upon the 
people of God. See Fer.50.11512 13. the dread- 

| fal chreatnings of the Lord againit Babylon for this 
| very fin: Becaufe ye were glad (faith the Lord) be- 
eaufe ye rejoyced, O ye deftroyers of mine: heritage, 
becaufe yearo grown fat a the heifer at graf, and bel- 
lore as bulls : Mark they were the deftroyers of Gods 
heritage, that was their fin ; and now what mutt 
be their punifhment ? Your mother {hall be fore con- 
founded, foe that bare you fhall be afbamed, bebold 
the hindermoft of the Nations fhall be a wildernef, 2 
dry land and a defert; becaufe of the wrath of the Lord 
it fhall not be inbabited, but it foallbe whally defolate, 
every one that goeth by Babylon fhall be aftonifved, and 
hifi at gll her plagues.So in Fer,5 1.3435+ 1 he Church 
complainsthere, that Nebachadnezzar King of Ba- 
bylon had devoured her,and crufhed her,and made 
her. an empty veffel, and had fwallowed her up like 
a Dragon, and filled his belly with her delicates and 
-caft her out... What then is the Churches dreadful 
imprecation hereupon ? bue that which was menti- 
‘ oned before, The violence done to me andto my flee be 
upon Babylon, fhallthe inbabitants of Sion fay, and 
my blood upon the inbabitants of Chaldea fhell Jeru- 


§. faiem fay. Therefore thw faith the Lord, Bebold I 


will plead thycaufe, and take vengeance for thee,ére. 
And Babylon fhall become. heaps , a dwelling place 
for Dragons, an affonifoment, a biffing without.an 
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anbabitant. And in the 33.Verfe, The Daughter of | 
Babylon is like a threfbing flor it is-time to threfh 
ber , yet alittle mbile and tbe time of her harveft 
Shall come. So Rev. 18. 4. God calls: his people 
there to come out of Babylon 5 and wherefore > 
that ye be not partakers of ber fing (faith the voice 
from Heaven) and that ye receive not of ber Plagues. 
Soin the Sth. Verfe, Therefore (hall ber ‘Plagues come 
in ome day, death , and mourning, and famine, 
and fhe fhall be utterly burnt with Fire 5 for (trong 
és the Lord who judzeth ber. And-what was Babylons 
great fin ? Zhey have fhed the blood of Saints and 
Prophets , and thou bajt given them bload to drink , 
for they are worthy, faid the Angel of the waters. 
Kev.16. 6. So Rev. 17.6. And I faw Cfaid Fob 
inaVifion\) the moman drunken with the blood of 
the Saints and withthe blood of the Martyrs of Fe- 
fus: Andin her was found the blind of Prophets 2 
and of Saints 5 and of all that were fisin upon the 
earth, Rev. 18.24. And what follows? Allelujab, 
faivation , 22d glory 5 and honour , and power, unto 
the Lerdour God , for true and raghteons are-bis jndg~ 
ments; for be bath judged the great Whore > which 
did carrupt the earth with bee fornication , and bath 
avenged the blood of bis fervants at ber hand And 
again they faid » Allelajab, and her frsoke rofe up 
for ever, 

For the {peedy execution of which righteous 
Judgements of God,upon this infatiable and blood- 
thirfty, Whore, it. is, that the fouls under the. 
Altar , that have been {lain for rhe Word of God, 
and for the Teftimony whica they held, are faid 
to cry witha loud voice, faying, How long ye 

oly 


blood on them chat dwell onthe arth 2efo which 
an{wer is. made, That they fhould rei yec for a. 
licele feafon, until their Pellow-Servants alfo, and 
their brethien thac ibould be killed as they were, 
fhould be fulfilled , Rev. 6..9, 105 11... That is, 
flain by Antichrift and his Minifters , who having 
Bp aHAbized, from. the faith , fhould arife in the 
Church of Chrift foon after this, and + by their 
{piritual pride and tyranny, opprefs the Church, 
and periec ure and killthe Lords faithful Wicnel- 
fes’, in like manner as the Genoles. che Jews, and 
other falfe Ciriftians had formerly done , Rev. 
1.7. andi2. 15,47. Yet this is very od{ervable, 
as that which may minifter mateer of fr: NY COfte 
folation.co the Saincs fuffering under Antichrifts 
bloody perfecutions, that there is che determinate 
time of Gods appointed Judgments, aud that how- 
ever fora whilethe Lord defers his punvhments, 
yet hecertainly hears the Prayers of his faithful 
fervanes, andat lait will be fully avenged on their 
Adverfar; ies. And though Antichrills rage. and ty- 
ranihy is. very great, yetic is limitted "according 
to the purpofe and decree af God, who hath de- 
termined the number of Martyrs 9 which nume 


ber being once accomplifhed , not one drop of 


blood fhali be more mane by that man of fin, 
thac Son of perdition ; o (Satan like) worketh 
with all his power , tee ing men by Fines, 
confifcation of Gocds , Imprifonments, Banith- 
ments, and thelike , to fubmit unto his. ways and 
laws, 2 Thef. 2. 3, 9. and that under fairand glo- 
rious pretencestoo, forthe fupprefling of Errors 


and 
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and Herefies , for the beating down of fin , for 
the working of men toconformity and uniformity, | 
and the bringing of them into obedience unto tha © 
Church; which to do, if che Ecclefiaftica] power ff 
is not fufficient, the Magitterial power mutt be | 
madeute of. Butitis very evident , thatthe Anti. 3 
chriftjan religion , confifting for the moft part in § 
Will-worlhip , andin humane traditions and in- | 
ventions , could never have fubfifted to this day, 
had it not been fupported by an Arm of flefh ; when 
as our Lord Jefus with his Apoftles and. Difciples, 
never fought tothe Civil Magiltrate, or Powers 
of the World upon that accompe , nor is the 
Kingdom of Chrift tobe ere&ed and eftablifhed 
in this way of humane force and ‘power. The 
weapons of our warfare ({aith the Apoftle) are not 
carnal , 2 Cor. 10.4. It is the powers of the world 
chat fhall deftroy the holy people, Daz, 8. 24. Je 
isthe Little Horn , the Romifh Antichrift, that 
thall make War with che Saints, and prevail a- 
gainft them , until the Anciene of days’ comé, 
and thaé judgment be given’ toche Saints of the 
moft high , and chat the time come chat the Saints 
{hall poffefs the Kingdom, Dan, 7. 21, 22. Iéis . 
he, that (ball {peak great words againft the moft 
bigh , and {hall wear out the Saints of the moft 
high , &c. Until the Judgment fhall fit y and then 
they (hall take away his dominion , to confume and 
to deftroy it unto the end 5 Dan. 7. 255 26. And in 
one day fhall Babylons Plagues come, death | and 
mourning , and famine, and {he hall be utterly burnt. 
with fire’, for {trong is the Lord God who judgeth 
ber, Rey. 18.8. The feverity of che Lord ageintt 
this 


SUE ETRE Rte eS BES OP OSE ee 


the PESTILENCE:\ 19 


this fin of bloodfhed and cruel cy, that is exervifed 


on the ‘Saints of God, is further fet forth inethat 


of the Prophet: Amos Chap. 4. Verf. 11. (Thus 
faith the Lord’) for three tranfgreflions of Edom, 


* and for four ‘J will not eurn away the punifhment 


thereof; and why’? Becaufe he did purfite hig Bro» 
ther with the Sword, and did caft off ail pity and 


his anger did tear perpetually, ad kept his wrath: 


forever. ° For chis‘alfo hach che Lord.a contros 
verfie'with the Land § becaufe, by killing and fteal- 
ing; @c. ‘they break out, and blood toucheth 
blood! *. Therefore thal! the landmourn, and every 
one’ that dwelleth/therein (hall languith, Hofea, 
By 25:3. Soin ‘che Pfal.o4. 5,6, They breakin 
pieces thy people; O Lord, andvaffi® thing hens 
cave Sthey flay the widow ,andche ftednverj;and Muy 
dér the fatherlefs yee they lay, the Lord thall not 


‘fee. And what tlien > O Lord God, ta:whom véne 


geance belongech, thew chy elf: Lift up chy felf 
chou’ Judge of the-earth, render'a reward: to the 
proud. ~So highly provoking is.it unto the Lord; 
for any to havea hand inthe deftroying of Gods 


| heritage As the Pfalmift faith, When the Lord 


fhallmake inquificion for bloods he will remember 
them, and not forget'the cry of the humble, of of 


| the aftiGted. naib 'g 
| *'4.°Phe fourth peftilential andthighly provoking 


fin, is tlietin of Idolatry, which isthe worthipping 


f OF fale Gods, or the.trueGod ina falfe manner,: 


‘Whisis cha fin, that hathegreatly incenfed the Lord 
‘to fend this fore Judgement of the Plague or Peli. 
Tence, and'the Sword among a people, Fudz. 5. 8. 
Tc is faid {they chofe new gods. then was war in 
peti G the 
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tlie'gates.. When Jfrael forfook the Lord, and his , jit : 
trie worthip, and fell to the warlhapping of the . y me 
Idok Gods of the Heathen, then cheLord eyer.and . | fal 
anon punifhéd them. with war. And as the Sword, » 
fa the Peltilence brake in among them for chisyery.. § 4"! 
fin, pfal. 106. 28, 29- They joyned chemfelves, | oft 
alfa to Baal-Peor, and eatthefagrifices of the.deads | go, 
Thus they provoked him to auger with their in~ 9! 
ventions, and the Plague brake in upon them, See ofthe 
Num, 25.2, to which this in che,Pfalmes doth re- Daugh 
ferre.. Itis faid, they called the'peopleto the Sa-; | thy v 
crificeof. their Gods, andthe! people-did eat,and f hse! 
bowed ‘down to:their gods... And Uieael-joyned, § Cust 
himfelf to Baal-peor; and the anger of che Lord | inn 
‘wae kindled againi Ifraed ;: (6 thaethere died. in Neiee 
the Plague, na lei then four and twenty thoulaad, | theme 
aid many more had been deftroyed ‘had. not Phenex | yor 
has ftood up-and jexecuted judgement, and. turned |] tent 
dway the wrath of ithe Lord; anid fo.che Plagueavas, 4 thon! 
ftayed,asin the 3o0cverfe of that 1.06. Pfalm comp. | of the 
with Num. 25. 19.: Baal=peor-was the ldol-god .of } bo 
the Moabites, and the Daughters of the» Moabites. } thele 
they called or invited the peopleto the facrificesor 7) itDiy 
offerings of their gods, they allured the people | jiu 
by flefhly baices to defile their bodies. and fouls. |} Eyy 
with whoredom and idolatry, and the people they. 4 wx} 
Participated or communicated with them. .in | tr) 
their idolatry, which fin God in a {pecial, mans} bre 
net “95 forewarned them of, 2xod. 34. 12513514, | hoy 
15,106. F the | 

Take heedto thyfelf, leftthou makea Covenant | ‘ 
with the Inhabitants of the Land, whither, thou 4 ny, 
goelt, left it be for a fnare in the midi of thee: | 
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But ye thall defiroy their Aftars ,’ break cheir 
‘Images, and cut down their°Groves. For thou 


fhalt worthip no ‘other God, for the Lord whofe 


name .is Jealous, is a jealous: God, Left 
thou .make a:Coveriant with the Inhabitants 
of the Land, and°they go a whoring after theic 
gods, and do facrifice to their gods, and one call 
thee; and thou eat of his facrifice, and thou take 
of their Daughters unto thy Sons, and’ their 
Daughters go a, whoring after their gods, and make 
thy, Sons go a whoring’ after cheir gods. | And 
hence it was, that the Apoftle P2l-delforted the 
Corinthians,lett they {hould be guilty of the like 
fin,and foincurre the like punifhment, 1 Gor,10.8. 


Weither let us commit fornication, as fome’ of 


themcommitted (meaning {piritual as well as cor- 
poral uncleannefs)-and fell in one day three and 
cwenty thoufand, though there was four and twenty 
thoufand fell 10 all, but three and.twenty thoufand 
of them fell or perifhed in one day. 

So when Mojes was in the Mount with God; and 
the People had madethem a Molden Calf, and gave 


“it Divine Adoration, faying, Thefe be thy gods O 


Ifrael which brought chee up out of the land of 
Egypt; Haw did the wrath of the Lord begin to 
wax hoe again{ft them for to confume them, had 
not Mofes (his chofen) ftood before him in the 
breach, to turn away his wrath, left he fhould de- 
firoy them ;. yet; faith the Lord, Neverthelefs, in 


 the'day when Lvifit; I will vifit their fin upon them. 


And the Lord plagued the people, becaule they 
made the Calf which Aaron made. See Pfal. 106. 


i az..comp. with Exod: 32,4. and-35, verfes, Krom 


C2 whence 


5 - a . 
ee 


The Caufes and Cure of 


Whence was that dehortation of the Apoftle lite. | 
wile in that 1 Con:n0.7,Neither (faith he.) be-ye Ido- 


taters as were fome of themsas itis mritten the: people 


fate down to eat,.and drink aud refeup to. play. The | 


words ufed.for | HIghINg OmrejoyciNgs Gen. 223:6, 


here ic is meant of ¢.cie flogingiand danciiovabont 


the: Golden Calf taey had smades asip the:1Siand 
49. verfes of Exid. 32. as afogefanl <0 Fer: 19435, 
495: Lhus faith the Lordof Holts, the God of: Lfrdeb, 
Behold, I will pring evil. upon sbis: place, thei which 
whofoever beareth, bis ears foalltingle, And where- 
fore wilkche Lord belo fevere 3s Becanfe theyshave 
forfaken+me, faich the Londs,and faye: elwanged 
“this place, and have Ourne ibcenle un: it unco: other 
gods, whom neither they -now-theirfathers have 
Known, nor. ‘the Kags Of Fudab, and have hiled 
this place with,:.¢ blood of Temocents s they: have 
built alfo, che his places of. Basi ro bura chem Sons 
wich fire for bueac offerings wito: Baal, whieh I 
commanded nog, tor {pakesymeithercameicinto 
My mid: Therefore, beaold, the days come faich 
the Lord. checl wilicayle chem tofall by the Sword 
before their enearies, Orc. aad chew Carkafes will 
give to be meat for the fowles of the heaven, atid 
for the beafts of the earth ; and] will tiakevehis 
City defolace and an hifliag : every, one chat pafferh 
thereby thal] be aftonifhed and hifss becaufeofall 
the Plagues thereof... So Ezek. 33: 25. 26ya7. 
/ Wherefore (thus {aich the Lord ) ye eae withohe 
bleod and ‘lift. up your eyes towards-your ddolg, 
and shed blood, and fhall-ye poflefstheland wcrc. 
Thus faith the Lord God. As T live, furely; they 
thatarein the waftes fhall fall by abe Sword, 8c¢.and 


they 


| 
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they that be in the Forts, andin the Cayes {hall dye 
Of the Peftilence. “For I will lay che Land moft de- 
folate, and the pomp of her flrength thal] ceafe, 
Herice it is faid, that in Horeb they provoked the 
Lord to'wrath, fo'thac the Lord was anery with 
them to have deftroyed them, Dest,9. 8. And 
Leuti32.16 to 21. They provoked hinttojealoufie 
with fireage gods, with abominations ‘provoked 
they him to anger. They facrificed'to Devilsjnot 
to God ;to gods whoni they knew not, to new 
eodé that came newly up. whom their Fathers fear- 
ed not, Of the Rock chat begat then? tl 
unmindful, and had forgotten God that formed 
them. What then? And wher the Lord awit 


3 
he abhorred ‘them, becaufe of the provoking of 
his Sons, and of his Daughters. And he (aid, F wilt 


fhall be, 
For this fin’ of Idolatry it was that the Lord 


brought evil upon the houfe df Feroboam, (miting 


% 


‘all his houfe, in fo much thac helefe not tohiwm’any 


that breathed, Burtook thenraway, asa man taketh 
away dung, till i¢ be‘all gone; forfaith the Texe, 
He made him other geds, and molten Images, to 
provoke the Lord to anger, and did caft the Lord 
behind his back. Seer King. 14. 9.comp, with 


As e 


€bap. 15.29. and 20.@c. Addtorhis.that in the 
3 


44. Of Jeremiah the 7. and 8. Verf. Thus faith the 
Lord, theGod of Hofts, the God of If-zel, Where> 


fore commit ye this great evil againft your fouls, to 
cut off from you man and woman, child andficke 
ling out !of Fxdah, to leave you none co remain; 


In that ye provoke me unto wrath with the works 
| C 3 of 
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f your hands, burning incenfe unto other gods, 
eve. that ye might cut your felves off, and that ye 
might be acurfe and reproach among all the Nati- 
ons of theearth. So highly provoking is this fin 
of Idolatry unto God, as you many fee further 
Exod. 20. 4,5. Deut. 6.14, 15..and 32. 21. whichl 
fay ( chat we may not be miitakeh concerning it ) 
doth confift, not only in the worfhiping of Idols 
and falfe gods,but of the erueGod ina falfe manner. 

Te may be, thou wilt nat be fo grofs, co fall down 
and givedivine Adoration to an Image, yet if thou 
doi worfhiip God before and by an Image, thou 
art an Tdolater.. The Image which the Fews'made 
of.the true God, is condemned of God himfelf 
Exod. 32.8. and they that made it were punilhed 
asIdolaters 1 Cor.10.5,7. le isetherefore a dotage 
inPopery, to diftinguith between Idol and Image, 
and to make the Pidture of a falfe god onely tobe 
an ‘Idol 5 not confideriug, that the making of an 


22 


Image, orthe likengfs of God, or of any Creature - 


in Heaven or Earth for areligions end, to give it 


divine adoration and worfhip, ar co worfhip God > 


by it.is Idolatry, forbidden by cheScriptures, even 


make thee any graven Iitage, or any likenefs of any 
thing, &c. Thou fhalt not bow down thy. felf anto 


then, nor ferve them. 


2ly. Idolatry may be faid to. be all bamane inven- 


“by the Lord himfelf, Dext.5.8, 9.’ Ibo foale nob | 
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tions andtraditions of men, thruft into the divine wore 


Ship and ferrice of God, Dewty.12, 32+: Whatfoever | 
ITcommand you, faith the Lord, chat obfer ve and 


do, thou fhalt not add thereto, &c. So.faid our 
Lef a; af e LBB f ° e 
Diefled Saviour, In vain they do worfhip me; teaching 
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| for Dottrines the Commandments of mex. And you 
| ‘tranfgrefs (or rejeG; fruftrate and make void) the 
commandments of God by your traditions, Matth. 
35.3,9. Mark,7.9. Therefore all craditions and fu- 
erftitions contrary to the Word of God, areto 
be avoided and abhorredby all who will be found 
worthipping of Godin {pirie and imtruth, accor- 
ding to his own inftitution and prefeription. 
3ly. The fetting the heart inordinately apon 
any creature, by fearing, loving, and eratiing in 
itmore then in God, andabove God, -is Idolatry 
in Gods account, *Phil.3.19. The Apoltle com- 
plains of fome, whofe Goud was tiers beliy 5 and 
the Prophet Ezekiel (peaks of fecting up of idols th 
theheare Ezek, 14.2,4. 
aly. The inmoderate love unto, and the dt- 
~~ ftruftfal care for che things of this life, fallsunder 
this denomination of Idolatry. Hence itis chatehe 
Apoftle faith, That nonncleanperfon, or covetors man 
whois an [dolater,bath any inheritance in the kingdom 
of Chrift andof God,Eph.§.5- tae one makes his iuit, 
the other hismony hisGod.And the Apottle in'Col. 
3.5. among other the fins and lufts of che flefh,calls 
Covetoufnels Idolatry;For which things fake (faith 
he) the wrath of God cometh on the children of 
~“ difobedtence. All chefe'kinds of Idolatries by the 
Apoftle Peter are expreft I conceive,under the name 
and title of abominable Idolatries, 1Pet.4.3.Hence 
it is, I fuppofe, that Fobnin the conclufion of hits 
_ Epiftle hath chis- exhortation to the beleivers of 
shistime, Little children keep your elves from Idols. 
Now all Idols being vanities, ‘and the work of’er- 
rors, whichsn the time of their vifitation fhail pe- 
C4 rif_i, 
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Tiths Fer. ta:15%, Then it mut needs follow, That | 
hey that obferve lying vanities, forfake their own 
mercy, fo7.2.8. And this is the fourth Peltilential 
fin, fohighly provoking theLord: i 
5+ The fifth peftilential deftroying fin, isthe-tin 
Of (ovetonfueS, conlifting ina greedy inordinate 
defire after gain, unto which evil! waofoever is 
fab ject is the fervant and flave ofall other finss So 
infatiable and unfatisfied he is > Chat like the man 
that hata the Dropfie, the more he drinketh, the 
more he thirftech. This fin of Covetoutnek 1$ Cal]. 
edIdolatry, Col.3.5. and Epbef.5.5. Becaufe the 
covetous perfon nor Only prefers his treafure be. 
fore God, but doth place the happinef{s and felicjs 
ty of his life in his fubftance’s like the fool in the 
Golpel, Lak: 12.15, 16. And what fin’ is. there 
that is more provoking untothe Lord > Orthat 
pullsdown more the wrath of God upona Nation 
or Kingdom, asI inftance4 before, then the fin 
of idolatry? For which things fakethe wrath of 
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God_cometh 01% the children of dijobedience, Col.3.6. MW inn: 


So abhorringa fin it is unto the Lord, Pfal.10,3. 
The wicked bleffeththe Covetous,whom the Lord 
abhorreth, And therefore T finde it ranke. with 


thofe other aforementioned (6 highly. provoking 


fins of Bloodhed, Oppreffion and Perfecution:, Jer. 


22.17. But thine eyes and thine heart are not: bue 
for thy covetoufne(s., and for to fhed innocent 
bloods and for opprellion, and for violence to do 
it. And what before? Wo unto him, that build- 
eth his houfe by ur righteoufnels, and his cham-~ 
bers by wrong: Shale thon reign becaufe thouclo- 

| ““feft 
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| felt thy. felf.in cedar ¢ Did not thy.father eat: and 

“drink, anddo. judgementaad juftices agdvthen ie 
was weil with him? ce.) fer22. 13,15. 9 Thelike 
- woe or denunciation of, judgemene agamftthisivile 
«provoking fin, you have .ia Z/2,5.8,93° Woeunto 
them that joyn houfe to houfe,. chat lay field to 
field, cill there. be no place 5 that is,for.che:poor'eo 


tis} dwell,chat they may be placedialone mthéemidft of 


the earth.., And mark what follows, In mine cars 
faidthe Lord. of Hofts,. of a truth many houles foal be 
defolate ., even great and fair without inbabitants. 
O that our great Buildersand Inclofers of: our 
timesy wotld ferioufly lay.chis Seriptureco heart. 
How many houfes now hath God:made defolatein 
City and Suburbs ? how many great.and fair dwel- 
lings now.ftand empty withouctan inhabicant ? You 
havethe like woe denounced in Micha 2. 1, 2; 3 
W to them that. devife’ iniquity 5 and work evil upon 
their beds,@c. and they covet fields, and take them by 
violence, and boufes and.take them amay, fo they op- 
prefs a. manand bis house, even.2 man and: his beri- 
tage 3 And what follows. hereupon ?. Therefore. thus 
faith the Lord, Bebold again|t. this F amily do I devife 
an evil , from which ye. fhall, not remove your necks. 
neither (hall ye go hanghtily., for. this-time.is evil. 
Mark, I pray you, itstaid they covet fields} ‘2nd 
houfes, anditakethem by violence; If they dobuc 
fancy'or get a mind to fuch and fuch.a piece ‘of 
Land, to fuch a Houfe., or fuch like poffefifions, 
_ they will haveit, and force it away from theowners 
_ thereof ;.As Abab in the.cafle. of. Naboths. Vine- 
yard. , 1 Ring, 21./And thus they opprefs, or 
|. Prattife violence upon amanand his houfe,’ even a 
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man and his heritage , or his inheritance, that is, 
they make him poor and fad, difpoffelling and be- 
reaving the Proprietor thereof, which God would 
inno wile allow co be taken away, or alienated 
from the heir. Therefore , faith the Lord; Behold I 
devifean evil againft this Family , or again this ge~ 
neration : Even asthey wickedly devife , contrive 
and prattife che evil of fin, fo do Inow devifethe |, 
evil of punifhment, that (hall be executed upon 
them ; from which ye fhall not remove your 
necks ; the yoke of bondage which ye thail be: | 
made to undergo, (hall be*fo clofe and fran 
upon you. And from whence proceeds all thefe 
evil incroachments, thefe violent oppreflions and 
pratifes, bue from this evil and bitter root of |) 
covetoutnels? Againft which the Prophet Haba- | 
kwk comes forth with the like woe > and denunci- 
ation of judgment ; Woe to himthat coveteth an evil 
covetoufne/s to his boufe, that be may fet bis neft on 
bigh, that he may be delivered from the power of 
evil. And mark what follows ? Thow haft confulted 
frame to thy boufe, by cutting off many people , and 
baft fiuned againft thy foul 3; For the ftome fhall cry 
out of the Wall, and the beam out of the Timber 
thall anfwer it. Woe to him that buildeh @ Town 
with blood, andeftablaheth a City by iniquity. Be-« 
bold , ivitinot of the Lord of 'Hofts , that the people « 
frail labour in the very fire 5 and the people hall © 
weary thenfelves for very vanity, Hab. 2.9, 10, 
£¥, 12, 13. Woe to bim that coveteth an evil cove- 
toufnefs, that he may {er his nei on high , that is, © 
that feeks and practices by all manner of bafe, un- / 
Worthy, and unwarrantable Ways , to inrich him. | 
7 felf, © 
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| felf, his wife, children, atidpofterity, that he and 
"| his family may rife and become great and famous 
|’ in the-world , and live fecure and fafe. A fimi- 
~ litude taken from the Eagle and {uch Birds, as love 
lt to buildétheir Nefts in high places. Obad. 4, Well, 
but confider a little what thou art dotng all this 
while in contrivingto be fo great; Thon haft but 
' confulted fhame to thy houfe, faith the Lord , as 
if he had faid, Thou haft (fetting ali honour and 
honefty afide) raked much riches together, and 
raifed great and ftatély Palaces and Places, and 
filled and adorned the fame with all manner of 
rich and (umptuous furniture, yet all this {peaks 
bue thy own fhame and infamy, becaufe thou 
haft accumulated, and heapedall this together, by 
thy covetous and‘unworthy prafifes. And thou 
haft finned againft thy own foul inal! that thou 
haft done. And therefore the ftone out of the wall 
foall ery; The very Stones wherewith thy Palaces 
are built, (hall ceftifte againft thee , naniely, that 
thou haft built chem unrighteoufly | by wrong- 
ing, and injuring of others, which call aloud to 
God for vengeance againft thee. And therefore woe 
to him that buildeth a City with blosd, or bloods, 
as i¢ isin the Original 5 that is, with murder, or 
with the goods of him or them that are flain or 
murdered, or with the fweat and blood of the 
people. Ezekiel calls it the bloody City ; Woe to 
the blaody City, I will even make the piie for. fire 
great | Ezek. 24.9. Sothe Prophet Nahum’; Woe 


i, 20 the bloody City, or City of bloods, it is full of 


lies and robberies , the prey departeth not. And 
therefore Bebold , it is not of he Lord, that tbe 


people 
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people fhall labour in the very fire, and weary: theme 
Selves for vanity ? Ie is of. che Lord fureiy:3 it 
comes to pals by che fecret counfel of God, that 
thefe Honfes-and Cities’ which: they build, thail 
either come: to. be canfumed by: fire; And 


what dreadful fires hath hapned amongft us - of 
Jate days > orrelfe the people. thall weary. thems 
felves in vain, for vanity and to no parpole 5 
feeins ic comes .fo:foon to-be deftroyed and-ciina- 
ted, what they build. : : . 
Therefore faith the Lord, Behold I have-.{rsitten 
my bandatthy difboneft gain. which thoy bat made, 
and at thy blood which, hath: been. in the mialt of 
thee 5 Ezek. 22. 13. intimating an abhorring’ of 
their wickednefs, anda purpofe ta proceed avaintt 
chem in fary , as is expounded’in Ezek 24.37, 
Z will [mite my hands together , and T-yil] Crzufle 


; 


amy furytorefts I the Lord. have faid it. A}ihold- 
ing forth the Lords great. difpleafure. apainkt ‘thig 
ore evil, which is more evidently manifelted; by 


9 
confulting tome few Verfes more in that 22. Of 


Exekiel , beginning at the 24th: Verfe. Soi of man, 
Say untober, Thou art’ the land that is Rot cleanfed ° 
hor rained upon in the day of indignation. Asif the 
Eord had aid, ‘Thou are the Land that is por 
amended or reformed by my Judgements, and 
Punilhayents, that hath not had her, fhowers. of 
rain fo cleanfe thee; my judgements : will’ noe 
cleanfe thee. As a great :thowre of rainy (you 
Know’) is. wont to Cleanfe.and wath away-the filth 
and dirt of the.ftreets 5 Dy filchine remains fill 
unwathed away: But, how comes. this to pafs2 
there isa can{piracy of ber Prophets in the midft theres 


of 5 


2 ie ee 


» Ehus forthe: Priefts j/ Then for the Prophers, they 
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of 5 like w roaring Lyon Yavening the prey ¢ they have 
devoured Souls: Andowlat elle’? They have taken 
the Treajureand precious things’: they have made ber 
many Vides in the midlt thereof. They did devour’ 
the sgodlyoniens ‘eftates , ‘atid bereaved ‘the Wo- 
men of their Musbands> by theit falfé accufations, 
and‘evil practifes >Cauling’ them to be put to 
death.:1 49° \ oe ee iselaba is, ah Sonindy 
Pate was ‘that ‘devouring of Widows: houfes: 
which our bleffed Savicuy fo fharply reproved, 


“thie Seribés Scand “Pberifes § and Fy pocrites’ of 


those day s°y*and: all ander a preterice of making’ 
long Prayers’ Therefore, faid he’, je spall receive. 
the preaterdavination Mat: 23° 4. Much like cto 
wiiat che PP ophet Micha fake of in hig day, Micha 
Bore yeaa, They buildup Zion with blood , and 
Jerulalemymith inigninys “The tieads théteof ju dge 
for reward’,*and'the Prieft® chéreof teach for hire, 
and the’Prophecs thereof divine for money $ Ob. 
ferve trae.) Let will they Ikan upon the Lord, and [zy , 
snot the Laid among Ws °° none evil’ can come upon 
“Ws. The Priefs taught For‘ hire, that 134. Out of a 
covetons 'difpofition 5 they fuffered thenvelves to 
be' drawn -for'mohey to Teach and Preach’ accor- 


idimg to meng Pallates.” like to thofe which* paz 


{paké ‘to'Ditm of who fabverted whole boufes 
teaching things which they ought not, for filthy Iucres 
fake Tie. ri a. Whereas they thould'Have been 
content With Gods allowance ,.and held forth the 
pure Word of God without’ fegard'to men. | In 
whofe*menths the. Law of truth Mould be, and in 
whofe lips iniquity fhould wot be found} Ma). 2.6. 


did 
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did divine for money, , meaning the. fall’ Pros | 


phets.. The Lord implying here, chat both in 
the Civil and Ecclefiaftical State among his people 
all was corrupted, and to be bought and fold 
for money:.; Acco‘ding to. what the Prophet 
If{aiah complained: in his time, J/z. 1, 23. Thy 


Pringes are rebellious. and companions. of. Thieves; | 
every one loveth gifts, and followeth after rewards, | 


they \udze uot.the Fatherlefs 4, neither doth-the caufe |i 0 


of the Widow eomeuntothem... : 

~ Or. aS he ‘proceeds further in Ezek.22, 265'27- 
Her Priefts have violated my law, and have prophaned 
my -boly things 3, they have put no. difference between the 
holy and propane, nor, between. the unclean. and the 
clean, Her Princes in the midft thereof are like roar- 
ing wolves, ravening the prey, to fbed blood and-to de- 
firoy fouls, and to-get difbonelt, gain, And-yet fays the 
Prophet Micah, They, did lean upon the Lord. How 
Jean. upon the Lord ? not witha holy traftand.con- 
fidence. (which is ever accompanied. with godlinels) 
bucin hypoctifie, out.of aa impudent arrogancy, 
and a vain, bold and carnal prefumptioa.; as if God 
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great 
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wasengagedto prote4 them, Jet, themlive anddo 1! 


what they pleafed; Like thofe that the.Prophet Ifay 
{peaks of, That {wore by the name of the Lord, and 


made mention of the God of I/rael,but notin truth, | 


nor in righteoufnefs; And yet they calledthem- | y 


fetves of the holy City, and ftaied themfelves upon 7 
at 
Yt larg 


Lewpleof the Lord, the Temple of the Eoydy and yet \) ‘up 


theGod of Ifrael, 7/4.48.1,42. Or like untothem 
in the Prophet Feremies time , that.cried Tbe 


in the mean time they opprefled the ftranger, the 


fatherle(s, and che widow;and fhed innogent blood, | 


and 


thert) 
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| 8nd did fteal,and murder.and commit adultery, and 
in} {wore falfely, Fer.7.4,6,9-but how intollerable this 
was with God, thefequel makes it evident.; Zbere. 
| fore foall Sion for your. fakes be ploughed a a field, 
and Ferufalem fall become beaps that is,fhall be ucter- 


y | ly deftroyed and laid wafte;So little care. and regard 


had God of Sion and Ferufalem,and of his holy Tem- 
| pleic felf, being thus polluted and defiled. And 


i} cherefore faith the Lord (in Ezekiel 32.ult.) bave 


| I pomred out mine indignation upon them, I bave con. 
fumedthem with thefire of my wrath : Their own way 
have I réecompenfed upon their heads, faith tbe Lord. 
Soagain , for chis doch the Lord threaten, That 
their houfes-fhal! be turned unto others, withtheir 
fields and‘wives together. And he will ftretch out 
hishand upon the inhabitants of the land. For 
(faith he.) from the leaft-of them even unto the 
greateft of them, every one.is given to Covetouf- 
nefs, and from the Prophet even unto the Prieft, 
eve y onedealeth falily, 7er.6.12,13. Which ava. 
ricious or covetous difpofition wasfo predominant 
in them in the Prophet Ifaish’s tim@} 7/2.5.6.10,14. 
| That he termed the Watchmen then ( which were 
the Priefts and Rulers of the people, as: Fer.8.10, 
and Ezek.3.17.), not only blind, and ignorant, and 
| dumb dogs that could not bark, &c, bue greedy 
dogs alfo, chat conld never have enough. Like dogs 
{trong in defire , in luft, in appetite, greedy and 
f unfaciable, chat could not be fatished with money 
| Or largerevenues. And what follows tn the nexe 
chapter v.17.For the iniquity of bis covetonfneS was 
| Iwroth, {aid the Lord, and {mote him; andjwhe- 

ther this might not beafmiting with the peftiience, 
Det 
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Deut. 23.2% 271comp. with Exek. 23% 27, and ae | 
verfes ; I halkleave tt ro ‘the wile to jidge. How 9 
did -he fmite Gebazi with the Plagué‘of Leprofie | be 
for thisching? 2 Kz2p.'5. 2%. fo highly Provoking ot 
a fin, is this lin of Covetgzinef unto thé Lord. And’ et” 
oh, that this were wifely confideréd andapplied by \ 

the tien of this Generation, yea by ‘thé carnal and 
earthly “inthaed “Profellions Gf our times. “For 

‘fate ic‘is, That the live of money is the robe of all 

evil, which while fome cvdered afters tbey Wave ovved 
from the’ fairl, and pierced themfelues thrivah with 


oft 


pe a a 


- 


tnany: forrows, 1 Tim. 6096. 


6. The fixeh Peltifential‘deltroying fir,ts the fin’ 
of Caifing,and Swearing, and Falfe-fwearing. This, pli 
Was théilin of Shemte? that.curfed David, mentioned 9"! 
in the 2Sam,16.5.And fee how the ord did retura “pis 
his wickeduefs'updn his'own head, being ffain by the’ § Pm 
Command of Kins Soloman, 1 King,2,44:46. This Loni 
the P/alniff lays down as ‘the Certain Chatacter of a Bol 
Wickedman, gbat.his.month is full of Curfing and. |sma 
deceite.» And what impretatiens does héufein hig go! the 
Prayer again hime 2° Break thou the “Armes of the gone 
wicked, ahd thé evil mans Spek’ out his wickeanels till 
thon find nome, Pll 16.9515. Rom, 314%. "S6 “in 
the fog. Pfal. Lee Satan’ ftand at ‘his ‘righthand; 
and when he fhall be jidged ‘let hia be condemn. 
ed, and lee his prayer become finj Tet his days be. 
few, his Children Pacherlefs, ‘his Wife a Widow, 
ais Cfildren Vagabonds, and'beg theif bread’: Lee 
their be none to extexd mercy unto’ hint; lee hist 
Pofterity be cut off, and‘ih che Seneration follow- 
ing, let their name be blotted our, tet the iniquity 

of 


y 
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of his Fathers be remembred with the Lord,and:lee 
notithe finjof his Mother be blotted out, and Jee 
‘ofie |. the Lord cut off che memory of chem from the 
ino | earth. — And:mark what follows. As he loved 
And | scurfings, fo etic come unto him ; -as he delighted 
dby | not in blefling, fo let it be far from him. - Ashe 
inj |» cloathed hiavelf with curfing like as with a Gar- 
fy [2 ment, fo lec ic come into bis bowels like water, 
fal 1 and.like oyle into his bones. Let it bé unto: him 
ed |) as the girment Whichcoverech him,and fora girdle 
nth |) Whecewith he is girdedcontinually, Tt iscrive the 

Apoftle Peter doth apply fomething of this to Fu 

dws who betrayed our Lord Chrift; ad.1.20, Bue 
fy’ |) at cannot exclude all other the curfed enemies of 
fief) Chrift, who love curfing , and cloath themfclyes 
nef | «With it as withagarment. So Fer, 23.9, 19.-Mine 
ity | Beart within me (faith he) is broken’. becaufe of the 
ie | Propbete, all my ones foake, &c. becaufe of the 
Tie f Lord , and becaufe of the wurds of his holinefs. 
r/ | For-the Land is full of Adulcerers, for becaufe of 


1 Swearing the Land mourneth. To this agreeth that 
his of the Prophet Hifea Chapter 4,.1,2, 3-verles. 
“yf Where it 1s faid, That. che Lord hach'a Contro- 
yi Wewerlie wich the Inhabitants of the Land, becaufe 
jo f Chereis no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of 
a, God in the Land. By {wearing and lying, &c. 
wn, | they break ouc and bloodtoucheth blood; There- 
je @ fore dhall che Land mourn, and every one that 


dwelleth therein fhall languith. The dreadfulnefs 
ia § Of this fin is further (et forth. by Zacharies flying 


forth, over the face of the whole earth, for every 
oné that ftealeth fhall be cut off, and every one that 


{arth 


roll; Zach. 5.354. This is the Carfe that goeth: 


fweareththall be cut off, ec. I will bsiag ic forth, 
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faith the Lord of Hofts, and it fhall enter thto the 
houle of the Therf, and into the hoitfe of him that 
{weareth falfely by my names. and it {hall remain 


| 


in the midft of ‘his houfe, and {hall confume iewith | 


the Timber chereof, and the Stones thereof: » And J 


Gn the 3..0f Malachy andthe 5. 1 wilk come hear to 
you to Judgement, and } will be a fwift, wienefs 
againft the Sorcerers, and againtt the Adulterers, and 
againtt Falfe-fwearers. 

O that thefe things were ferioufly laid to heare 
by the prophane Curfers, and Swearers, and¥ alfe- 
{wesrers,and'the Damme-creatures of our times. 


® 


O that they would confider, how their curfed hel- 


oaths, do now make the Land mourn, and thofe 
that dwell therein to languifh! and how near the 
Lordiscome unto them in the terriblenefs' of: his 
judgment | Js it noc very evident that the Lordddr 
thefe things hach a controverfié: with the Inhabi- 
tants of cheLand? 


7. The feventh ? eftilential deftroying fin , is 
the fin of Adultery, Fornication, and fuch like cor- 


} 


bi 
fith th 
houle, 


im ito th 


prepar 


ill B Count 
lith hideous, new- invented, unheard of, Diabolical § 


poral uncleannefs. “See thisin chat 25. of Nam.1, 9 


6,758. verfes. - When frael abode in Shittim, itis 


{aid the people began to commit Whoredome with #"!” 


the daughters of Moab, And Zimrz and Cosbi be- 
ing taken in ¢he very a@ of uncleannels, P binehas 
the Son of Eleazar, the Son of Aaron the Prielt, 
when he faw it, he rofe up from amongft the Con 
gtegation, atid tooka javelin in his hand, and he 
went after the: man of J/rael into the Tent, and 


thrult both of them through, the man of Lf{rael,™ 
andthe woman through her belly ¢ So che Plague= 


was. 


levee 
Clean 
tally 
MW 


ae f | 


4 > 
th |. ‘was flayed thereupon from the Children of’ Ljrael 
main |. YEE thofe that died in the Plague, as Was mentioned 
vith | Before, was no lefg then Twenty'and four Thou- 
And | -fand. So in the 12. of Gen. 14, 155 17. When 
nt) | Abrebam came into Egypt with Sarai his wife, a 
tnef | eaLE Woman to look upon, and {he was no fooner be- 
“ang {2 held by che Egyptians, and the Princes of Pharzob, 
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but they commended her before Pharaoh ; and | | 
ie faith the Text, che woman was taken intoPharachs ee 
i | Route, that is, fhe was takea away from Abraham, | ey 
ng, | Muto, the Royal Seraglio or Palace, to be tced and ie 
hel. f prepared there, according ee Cattome of thofe f oa 
hed Countries, that the King might take her to Wife, My 
info | 28 Heft.2.9. In the mean cine God provided for i 
ah Abrabams entertainment, and his Wives chaltity ‘abe 
fied COgetuer 3 for Pharaoh entreated Abram) well for ea 


~ a * = a = ——- a ages = 
e-store wine 


web herfake. Andin che 17, verfe is isdaid Lhe Lord aaa 

dor - Ky ~ . w hed 
» plagued Pharaoh and his Houle with great Plagues | Betis! 
We I ne HR an: SRM eet 9 | / 
becaufe of Sarai, Adrams wife, What kind of 

plagues chofe were is uncertain, but doubelefs they | 


D 2 | Will 


uf. ferved as well to hinder and obftcn& the abu} ing of i) 

|B Sarai’s body, asto punith the King, and his Dome- ay 

a Hicks, and Courtiers trefpafs. ° This great delive. ly 

fs ‘ance David celebrareth in Pal, 105. 14. WE hen i! 

; ‘ they went from oe IN ation to aio ner, from one i izg~ i 

ihe |: dom to another People... He faffered no map to do them Mt i 

1 Des rs po pas eee eh Bi 

hgh nO Z> yea, be reproved Kings for their fakes, faying, Pa Gd 
"1 Louch. not mine anointed . and do iny Prophets ne Be ae 
| parm. a aah e 
Bie this is obfervable, that.if the Lord. was fu. tah 
: : _ fevere co punifh this filthy fin of Aduleery, or Un- i" iW 
he cleanne($, when it was but delignedly or intentip- y a ie 
a | nally committed (atid Pharach knew notthat Sarai i MeL ay 
OYE. fas Abrams wife) with what feverity may we think I \ 
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will he proceed againft fuch, who deliberately, jj mi! 
knowingly , delightfully and impudently. Jive’ in 9a 
the perpetration and commillton of ir? and when | amit 
didthis fia of Whoredom, Adulecery and Fernie Lu 
cation ever walk upon down fo brazen-faced, with jg {0 
fiich. an imperious worith forehead, as inthe men | Andi 
and women of our generation 2)fo unfatiable they thy nek 
are in their filthinefs and uncleannefs, Upon fiiutt 
which account may notthe Lord fay to this City piny! 
of London, yeatothe Land and Nation in general, ght, 
ashe did to Ferufalem in the Prophet Feremy’s| 
time ?- How fhall J. pardon thee for this ? iby chil- 
dren have forfaken me, and faorn by them that are 
no gods: When] bad fedthem to the full, they-then | 
committed Adultery, .and affembled themfelves by 
troops in the barlots boyfes. They were as fed borfes 
in the morning, every oneneighed after bis neighbours 
wife; Through luftfulnefS , like wanton horfes - 
And mark what follows? Shall I mot vifie for thefet 
things , faith the Lord ?. and fhall not my foul be a= 
venged on fucha Nationathi ? Go ye up upon her 
walls and deftroy, but makenet a full end; takeaway Ud 
her battlements, for they are not the Lords, ec. Jer tmihiy 
5-79939910. And may we noe chink the Lord may 
jolly have a controverfie with the inhabitants’ of Wilner 
chis Land, ashe had with the children‘of Zfrael in 3nd) 
the Prophet Hefea’s ime 5 And wherefore? Be= Minn, 
caufe there isno truth, Wor mercy, nor knowledgelll 
of Godin the land; But by (wearing, and lying, 
and killing, and ftealing, and committing’ Adultery 
they break out,and blood touchecth blood There. 
fore fhall che lard mourn, and every one that Yinai, 
dwelleth therein hall languilh,ére. Hof.4.1,2,3. So) d, bs 
that good Prophet jeremy, Miue heart Cfaich be fe: 
within» 
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ty! within me is broken, becaufe of the Prophets, . all 
it} amy bonesfhake, Jam like a drunken man, and like 
Whe} amanahomwine hath overcome, becaule of the 
ml Lord, and becaufe of the words 16e his ‘holinel§. 
With For the Land ts full of Adulteries, Fer. 23-9,10. 
Te Andin Fer,12.27. have feen thine 4dulteriess and 
th ney thy neishings.the lewdnels ofthy Whoredoms, ave, 
Upon }> What then ? Wo-unte thee O ferufalem. This, though 
Gt it may have referenceto their fin of Idolatry, » ag 
“ before, which may be called [piritual Adufcery, 
yet i¢ cannot exclude that which is corporeal , 
da which God will feverely punifh 5 For Whoretnon- 
hind “gers and. Adaltercrs God will judge . as fuch, who 
thal foall Bave noinberitance in the Kingdom of Chrift and 
uh of God, Heb,12°4, and Epb.5.5. Thus we fee how 
lft highly provoking this fiu of uncleanef isfor the 
ant br inging down of National judgements, even this 
is. ofthe Peftilence among a people: 
‘tlelell 
bt te 8. The Eighth Sin that provokes the Lord to 
vif fend the Peltilence among a. people, is the fin of 
ony Infidelity, dijtraffand murmuring againgt God, not- 
‘jig withftanding the great and marvellous works 
dna which the Lordhath. wrought for the (alvation and 
is lf Geliverance ofhis people. See cochis purpofe the 
i ti 43 gand Sabha aay of Numbers Therewerecer- 
beg tain men, the headsof thechildren of Zfrael, who 
let) by the commandment of the Lord was fent to 
(ing fearch and {pie ouc theland.of Canzan, anil being 
yg returned they made a rehear(al thereof to. Mofes 
heemand Aaronand to al] the congregation and broughe 
thiean evil report upon the land which they hadfearch- 
3 Sipred, faying, The land through which we ‘have gone 
ff ‘£0 fearch it, is a land chat eateth up the inhabi. 
thd D 3 rants 
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great ftature And there we (aw the 
ts, the fons of Anak , which'come of the 6. 
ants, and we were in our own fight as Grafhop- 
Pers, and{o were we in their fight. This evil re 
port caufed all the congregation co lift up their 
voyce\and cry, and-to murmure againtt Mofes and 
Aarom, faying, Would God that we had died in 
theland of Egypt, or would God we had died in 
this wildernefs. And wherefore hath the Lord 
brought us into this land to fall by the (word, thar 
our wives and our children fhouldbea prey 2 were 
je not better for us to return into Egype ?and they 
faid one to another, Let 25 make aCaptazn2, 2 let up re- 
turn into Egypt, But Fofoua thefon of Nun, and Caleb 
the fon of fephuxneth, which wereofthem that (ear- 
ched the land reat their cloaths,and they {pake unto 
alithe company of the children of Ifrael faying, The 
land which we paffed through'to fearch, it is an ex- 
caeding good Jaad, iftheLord delight in us, chen 
he will bring us into this land, and give it-us,a land 
which floweth with milk and honey, Ovly rebell not 
ye agains the Lordneither fear ye the people of the lands: 
Jor they are bread for us: Their defence is Geparted from 
then,@rthe Lord is with ussfear them notethislo great. 
ly incenfed the congregation, that they badeftone 
them with flones. Butfee how highly provoking 
was this unto the Lord: Aud ithe Lord faid. unto 
Lofes, How long will this people provoke me, and 
homlong willit be ere they beleive m e, for allthefigns 
thatl bave fbewed among theme? Aad mark what 


follows; J will {mite them with the Peftilence aud ~ 
dif-inherit them, verfe1r. J the Lord have f2ia, 7, | 
wil] Surely do it unto all this eds] congregation, thap~ 
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are gathered together againft me; in this wilderneff 
they fhall be cinfumed andthere they bia die. And 
further itis faid, Phat the men which beth fent 
tofearchthe land, who returned bs ade al iu the 


congregation to murmure -againit rs sGiy bring 


“ying up a flander upon the la ind ev vea thofe men tt hae 
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fiat 
wat 
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did bring up the evil epor ¢ upon the 'and lof 
the Plague before the Lord, verf.35 536. 7, of the 
14.06 Namb, AndtheLordren 

their carkaffes thould fall inthe V ‘ilderneis, 0.2 
Because all thofe men which have feex my glory(faithh ey 
and my miracles which I satan Egype vand 3 in the wil 
deruefi,e» bavetempted meno w thefe tem times. and bave 
not beaykned to my. voyce, furely, they (ball not fee the 
land, which I {ware wntotheir fathers, neither foal 
any i: them that provoked me fee it. So greatly dif- 
p! leafi iNg it is unto theLord, fora a people who have 
{een the wonderful works of Wie Lord, nd his 
miraculous prefervations, cocherifh amurmuring, 
diftruftiag and unbeleiving, {pirit againft the Lord; 
not beleiving his promilés , nor relying on his 
mighty power. and outltretched arm to defend 
them. And therefore faith the Plalmift , was the 
Lord wroth, anda fire was kindled soainft Jacob, and 
anger alfo came up againft-Mfrael, Becaufe they pipes 
not in God,and trufted not in bis (alvation: P(78.21,22 
Soin Heb 3 -17,18319. With whom was be pay 
forty years ? wes it not with them that bad finned, 
whife carkaffes fell in the wildernefi Andto whom 


fore he that they (bould not enter into bis ret, but to 


them that beletved not ® Some fee that they could not 

enterin because of unbeleif. For this caufe ic was 

that the Lords'wrath was kindled againft them, fo 

that he excluded them out of the good land, a 
D 4 
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caufe they beleived not in God, nor hearkned un= 
to his voyce,bue murmured againfthim, after che 
hadieen his glory, towit his glorious w orks andthe 
miracles that he did in Egypt and in the wildernefs. 
See Exod.16.2,3. comp. with Nebenso. from the 
Toth, to the 18ch. verfe, O then that ‘this might 
be fertouilylaid to heare, by allfuch, who having 
feen the wonderful outgoings, and appearances of 
God 10 this farte age Of cae world, and hada 
deep tharein the giorious deliverances which Gad’. 
had wrowghr have yet th rough a heart of infidelity 
and diftrait departed from God, &thereby brought 
up an evil report upon the good land, even the 
good and-honourabie ways-of che Lord, thaking 


- hands again with a carnal, corrupt intereft, and 


longing after the flelh-pots , the Onyons and 
Garlick of Egypt, have curned again to the weak 
anid begsarly elements or rudiments of the world, 
whereunto they are, as in Egyptian bondage, a- 
gain Captivated and enflaved. 
Por intend. noe here by this {piric of Infie- 
elity and Unveleif , fuch carnal ,~ unbeleivine 
and regenerate perfons, to whom, as the Apottle 
faith, 2° Cor.4.344, the Golpel is hid, and are loft, 
and whole minds the Godof this world hath blinds 
ed, ihat the light of the glorious Gofpel. of Chriff 
cannot fhine into them; but {uch rather, who with. 
open face, having beheld as in a glafithe glory .of the 
Lord ; even the glory of his grace in the Goipel, 
and the glory of his great and wonderful works 
inthe world, do yet through pafe fear, and diltrutt 
of his power and promifes, fuffer their hearts to 
depart and curnafide fromthe Lord: And this 
was the fin of Afay who when. che Lord had de= 
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livered into his hand a huge hoft of the Ethiopians 
and Lubjms, becaufe they relied on him, did after. 
wards rely on the Kings of Syria, and noton the 
Lord his God 3 For which he received {o {harp are- 
bukefrom the Lord, 2 Chrox.16.75859. 


g, Theninth Pefiilentialfin, is the fin of Dif. 
content, accompanied alfo with a {piric of diftruft- 
falnef and unbeleif; Whena people will not be 
content with Gods allowance, bue will loath his 
bleflings and his provifions, and fall alutting after 
evil things to fatisfie their inordinate defires. This 
was Ifraels provoking fin, lumb.1t.4. Fhe mul- 
titude that wasamiong them fell a lufting,.and the 
weptandfaid, Who fhall give ws flefh to eat ? We re. 
member the fib which we did eat in Egypte freely, the 
Cucumbers, andthe Melons, and the Leeks, andthe 
Oxyons, and the Garlick ; but now our fouls is dried 
amay, thereis notbing at all be fides this Manna before 
our eyes: Though it was the corn of heaven, and 
Angels food that they eat, and fuch as did prefigure 


‘Chrift himielf his word and grace, Fob.6.31,32,33, 


and 1 Cor. 10.3. yet now they look uponit. and 
count it bute asa de(picable thing; and nothing now 
would fatishe chem but fleth, and this to {atisfie 
their luft,.. And therefore itis faidin the 78 Plalm 
and the 18th. verle. They tempted Godin thejy heart 
by asking meas for their Luft: yea they-{pake againft 
God and faid; Can God furnifo a table in the Wile 
dernefs? Behold, he fmote the rock that.the waters 


 gufoed out, andthe flreams overflowed > Can be vail 


bread alfo? Can he provide flefo for his people ? 
Aberefore the Lord: beard this and was roth: So a 
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fire was kindled againft Jacob , and anger al{o came 
mp againft lfrael, oc. Well, nothing would fatisfie 
their |ufts bue Heth, and flefh they fall have with a 
witnefs , till it come ont ac their very noftrilé, and 
was loathfom untothem, fo they did eat and wete 
filled; for he gave themecheir own defire: the 


‘were not eftranged’ from their juts bac while 


the flefh was yet between cheir teeth, ere it was 
chewed, Zhe wrath of the Lord was kindled againft 
the people, andthe Lord fmote the people with avery 
great plagues And the name.of that place was call- 
ed. Kibroch-hattanab ( thatis, the graves of luft) 
becaule , there they buried the ‘people chat 
lufied. y 

Hence it.was that the Apoftle treating of the 
bountiful dealings: of God with the children of J 
rael, {aids Lhat with many oftbem God was not well 


pleated; far they were overthrown in the wilderneff. 
Now thefe things ( faith ae’) were’ our exatmples , 
to the intent me frould rot lujt after evil-things, as 
ahey aljolufted, 1. Cor.to.5,6. This. isa fore evil, 
ai inteitine evil, a ficknefs indeed, that gnawsand 


su 


> 2) 
torments-the very heart,» called: therefore the 


Plague.of Difcontent, whieh many of the people of 
God cthemfelves, as wellas the men of the world 
are too too often infe@ed with, when ‘not content- 
ing our felves, I fay, with the mercies and bleflings 
which God affords us’, wefalla lufting after evil 
things, asthe J{racites-here after fleh . to fatisfie 
their lufts ,. loathing the heavenly’ Matina® which 
“God gave.them: And our defires oftentimes are 
fo inordinate after them, that like into Rachel ia 
she cafe of her barrennefs ( though otherwileblett 
with many.comfortable enjoyments.): we are cry- 


ing 
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ing Out, Give me children ar elfe T dic, Gen.30;%. 
I cannot live, my life will ‘be a burden’ unto me 


if I have noc this or chat ; J mufthaveic whatever: 
itcolt me, though I pare with half of my. eftate 5 


nay, with Herod, it may beto thehalf of the King= 
dom, for his Herodia fake, becaule the pleafed 
him; and to {atishe this luft >, Off muft go Fobu 
Baptilts head, Mark 6.22523.24, Or'likeunto Ha- 
man, who though he was fo highly promated in 
King Abafuerus Court .: Yee (faith he) -all. this a- 
vaileth me nothing . fo long as I fee Mordecai the 


jew fitting at the Kings gate, Helt.5.13.. 'Mordecaz 
could not bow the knee, nordo him that rever= 


ence, aS his proud ambitions heart panted aften, 
and this fowres all other his Sreat advancements 
and enjoyments, and now nothing will {atistie him 
Jefs then. his deltrn&ion, and the coral deftruction 
of all the Jews, Hejt.3.9. 

$2 violent are perfons fet upon the fatisfying 
of their lutts. oftentimes ; though it be co cheir 
Own hurt: Thiswasehe fin of the jjpaclitesy they 
could noe content themfelves chac God! was their 
King, and that he thould reignover: them, but 
they muft have a King to reign ‘over them like 
unto otner Nations ; rejecting the Lord and his 
Government,. who himfeif had faved then out of 
alltheir adver fities and tribulations, 7 Sam.8.5,6,7. 
and chap.10.19. And how gieat this wickeduels of 
theirs wasinthefigat of the Lord, the: fignal'te- 
ftimonies of /his difpleafure did evidently declare 
it, & Sam.12.17,-So isie not jut with God when a 


_ People-falls a, loathing of the heavenly: Manna of 


Gods Ward (and where hath the Gofpel beea more 


powerfully preached » and more obftinately con- 


temned 
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temned then in England?) that the Lord fhould 
fend a famine in che Land, if not a famine of bread 
and a chicit for water; yec a famine of hearing the 
Words of the Lord, 445 8.t1. O that this was 
ferionfly latd:co heart, and fruitfully applyed both 
by Profeffors, as by the prophane perfons- of this 
Nation: Sodangerous and deftru&iveathing irig 
to cherifh.a carnal diffacishted-and difcontenced fpi- 
rit againit the Lord, 

ro. Atcenth Pettilentialand God-provoking Sin, 
is the fin of Pride and Ambition, and a crufting in 
an Arme of flefh, not relying on the mighty pow- 
er and faithfulnefs of God.Tais was Davids fin in of 
numbring the people, which was followed witha 
fore Pritilence among them. See the fecond of 
Samuel 24. Chap. comp. with 1 Chroa.21, 7. Sa- 
tan he provoked David to number the people, that 
he might know how’ many valiant men there were 
in Ifraél, that could draw the {word. -Aad que- 
ftionlels Davids heart was lifted up hereby, when 
Joab gave up the fum of the number. of the peo- 
pleunco him, there being in J{rael eight hundred 
thoufand valiant men that drew the fword, and the 
men of Fudsh were five hundred thoufand. And 


what fhould move David to fuch thing but a 


proud ambitions defire:co know the ftrength and 
number of his men’of war, accompanied with a 
diftruftfulne(s-of the mighty power of God, and 
his All-fufficient arme, which had ‘fo often faved 
and delivered him out of the hands of Sas), and 
from the hand of all his enemies. ‘As in the 
a8th. Pfal. wherein he praifeth God for his mante 
fold and. marvellous deliverances. For this Davids 
heart (mote him, acknowledging that he had ‘finned 
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‘~ greatly in what he had done, and prayeth that the 
Lord would takeaway his iniquity, for hehad done 
-very foolithly. Yet the Lord would thewhis jultice, 8 
make ali the world to fee and know,thac he will noe 
indulge fin,uo notin kis deareft Servants,and moft 
beloved Saints ; but if they fin they mutt expect to 
fuffer and (mart for it. As Amos 3.2. You only bave 
IL known of all the families of the earth, therefore [ 
will punifh you forall your iniquities.. And theres 
fore he puts David upon his choife of three thin g, 
whether the Famine, the Sword, or Peftilence he 
would make choife of, and this did put him into a 
great Breight, but he chofe rather to fall into the 
barids of God, then into the handsof men, for that 
the mercies of the Lord are creat. So the Lord 
fent a Peffilence upon Jfrael “from jthe morning 
even to the time appointed, and there died of the 
people from Dan even to Beenheba, Seventy thou- 
fand men. -And When the Angel ftretched ouc his 
hand upon Zerxfalem ready to deftroy it, itis faid, 
the Lord repented him of the evil, and faid tothe 
Angel that deltroyed the people, jt # emugh, flay 
now thy hand. | his alfo wasEdoms fin, Fer-49.16517, 
18. Thy terriblene(s hath deceived thee,& the pride 
of thine heart, O thon that dwelleft in the clefts 
of the rock: That hofldeft the height of the hill: 
though thou fhouldit make thy neft gs high as the 
Eagle, Iwill bring theé down from thence {(aith 
the Lord. “Allo, Edom thalfvbe a defolation, every 
one that goeth by it fhall be aftonifhed, and fhalf 
hifs all at elte plagues thereof. As in the overthrow 
of Sodom and Gomorrah; and the neighbour Cities 
thereof, faith the Lord, No man hall abide there. 
weither fall ¢ Son of Man dwell in it, eh 9? 
; ing 
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King Afa’s finbefore mentioned,inthe 2 Chron-16: | 


7,8, ana 9. ver{. to tharply reproved and punifhed 
by the Lord. For this was a dreadfal wo denouned 
againit the Inhabitants oF Ferufalem, Ifa. Pe ele ye 
Wo to the rebellious ebildven (faith the Lord ) thas 
take counfel but not of me 3 and that cover with 2 co- 
veringsbur not of my fprrit, that they may adde fin to 
fin. That walk to go down into Egypt (and bave not 
asked at my mouth) to ftrengthen themfelves in the 
ftrength of Pharaoh, and to trujt in the (hadow of E- 
gypt. And mark what follows. Therefore fhall 
the ftrength of Pharaoh be your fhame, and the trult 
in the {oadow of Egypt your confufion. Which caufed 
the Lord’to take: up thar bitter complaint, Fer. 2. 
12,13. Be aftonifhed, O ye heavens at this, and ‘be 
horribly afraid : Why ? whats the matter > My peo- 
have consmitted two evils s They bave forfaken me the 
Fountain of Living Water, and hewed them out Gi- 
ferns broken Cijterns that cam hold no water. Ali 


» other things to relye pon befides God, will prove 


but as Broken Crftetns, » Therefore faid David at 
another time, when His fatth and. confidence was 
{trong in God.. LT wilt not truft in my bow, neither 
fhall my fosord fave me.’ Throwgh thee will we pufh 


down dur ehemies through thy name will we tread them 


ander that rife up againf? ws, Plal. 44.556. Yea, we, 


have the Lord himfelf declaring, that the falvation 
of his people mult proceed from himfely and. noe 
from: any ‘fecondary caifes, Hof. 1.7. But I will 
bave mercy pon the boufe of Judah, and will fave 
them by the Lordtheir God, and will not fave them by 
bow, nor by {roord, tor by battel, by borfes, nor by borfe- 


UC. 


Take | | 


| 
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i Take We heed then of any prefumptu ons relying 


mo) On our own Rrength, or of frengthening our felves 
the | in the ftrength of any creatures, whether Armies, 
Md or Parliaments, or Navies, or any finful confede. 
“OME wacies. ors Aociations Of men whatloever, Z/a.8. 
a I 9. Curfed a the man that trufleth in man, and maketh 
|. fier his arme;and whofe heart departeth from the Lord, 
mn jer.07.5. But lectus fay with the Church, Hofi12.3, 
Ct A Dae Shall not fave us, we-will- not ride upon borfess 
i |) Meitber will Pe fay any more to the work of our hands, 
tt | ye.are our Gods. Asif they had faid, We will noe 
fd) | “puc our trutt any more in men, we will confide no 
tut | More in any? humane neans, nor ferd abroad for 
led | help and confederacies; all, befides thee being ani. 
Ve) ty, and: the rélying on.it. apparentrtine. . There- 
die fore we will trujt inthe Lord: for ever: for inthe Lord 
pe Febouah 4s evérlafting ‘firength. For be bringeth dormn 


Naa | ther that dwell on high, the lofty City he layeth it low, 
ls I be layeth Gt low even to the ground, be bringeth it even 
MT ¢0 the duft:| The foot foall tread it down, even the feet 
of the poor ,and the. feps of the needy, Ma. 26. 45 556. 
So dangerous and deftructiyeathing it isto havea 
MS) heart lifted ap, putting confidence.in an arme jof 
itt fleth, nndinat relying. onthe Lord.our. God. For it 
fe ashe chat fhewéeth trength with his arme, and chae¢ 
thems fcattereth ‘the’ proud in.the imagination. of ‘theig 
ue ie hearts, Luk. [.51. / 
(tot fare Theeleventh provoking Peftilential.deftroy. 
il ing Sin, is the fin of ed pijtacy,Back fliding,and Re- 
on volting from, God, Jets:2. 9585 19+ And. nom whee 
ol) baft thou to do (faith the Lord) in the may-of Egype 
ii} B40 dreak the waters of Sihor 2\or mhat haft-thow to do 
“ee the way of Aftyria, to drink the watersiyf rhe ri- 


ver 2 
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ver 2 Thine own wickedne{s hall corred thee, and thy 
back-fliding {hallreprove thee : Know therefore and fee 
that it is an evil thing and bitter, that thou hat fore 
faken the Lord thyGod, and that my fear us not in thee; 
faith the Tord of Hofts. So in the 36. verle, Why 
gaddeft tho about fo much to change thy way ? thou 


alfo foalt be afoamed of Egypt. And now behold, Bf 


how the Lord for this did threaten, that his judge- 
ment, even this of the Pefizlence fhould overtake 


them, Fer. 42. 13,14, 155 16,17. Wewillnetawell | 
inthis land ( Say they) or obey the varce of the Lord, § 
go into the land of kgypt, § 


our Gods No, but we will ¢ 
where we fall fee no war, mor bear the found ofthe 
trumpet, nor bave bunger of bread, and there will we 
dwell. And nowtherefire hear the Wordof the Lord, 


ye remnantof judah, thus faith the Lordiof Hofts, the. | 
God of {rae ; If ye wholly fet your faces.to enter in- 


toEgypr, avd goto fojoura there. ‘What then? Then 
it hall come to pals, thet the Sword which ye feared 


foall overtake you tiere in the, land of Egypt, aid | 
the Famine'wheresf you mere afraid foall. follow clofe 


after you there in Egypt,.and there ye fhall dye. fo 
foall it be with all the mén that fet theor facesto go 
anto Ley pt to fojaurn there, bey hall dye by the Sword, 
bythe Famine, and by the Peitilence, and njne of them 


{ball remaia or efcape from the evil that-I will bring | 


“gepon them. 

And (ays further, that as his anger and fury had 
been pottred forth upon the Inhabitants of Ferufa- 
jem, fo fhon\dhis fury be poured forth npon them, 
when they fhould enter into Egyp¢, and they (hall 
be an execration, andan aftonifhment, and a curfe, 


and a reproach, and fhould ee the place'( meaning’ 


che land of Fudes) no more. So in the 19, verfey 
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ly _ Oye remnant of Judah; go ye wor into Epypt; and 
fe _ now Ihave this day declared it unto you, -bue ye 
Jm | have not obeyed the voice of the Lord your God, 
les) ee... Now-therefore know ce: tainly that ye- fhall 
_ dye by theSword, by the Famine, and by the Pe- 
in ttilence, in the: place whither ye detire to goand to 
oid) | fojourn. © So ii che 44. Chap. of Fer. 13. ver. For 
ke | Dwill punifh them that dwell in the land of Egype, 
tke | 1 have: punifbed Jerulalem, by the Sword, by 
wh) theF amine, and by the Peltilence.’ To which {hall 
lh | add that in the 14.0f Fer. 10. and 12. verf. ‘Thas 


Se 
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= 
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Wy |) faith the Lord unto the people, Thus have ibey loved to 
f.the _ wander, they bave not refrained theiy feet : therefore 
Im | the Lord doth not accept them, be will now remember 
ily |) tein iniquity, and. vifit their fins, Then faid the 
is) Lord unto mes Pray not for this people for their good. 
nite | When they fajt, I will not bear their erys\and when 
Ibe |) they offer burnt-offering, and an oblation; E will mbt ac- 
uni cept them: bat I will confume them by the Sword, 
wh) and by the Faminey and by the Peltzlence. So aread- 
wife) Fal and danger otis a thing ic is, for a people brought 
jf) Out of Egyptian bondage and ‘darknefs',."to long 


1) fo 
Dil 
‘the 


pring 


after the Fie(h-pots, the Leeks, ‘and the Onions; 
and the Garlick -of Egypt again, For if any man 
drave back (faith the Lord.) my foul (hall have xo 
Pleafure in him, Heb. 10. 38. And as for fach as 
tur afide unto their crooked ways, the Lord {hall lead 
vhad’| them forth with the workers of inquity, but peace fhall 
julie |) BE wpow Ifrael, Pfal.125.5.. | 
teal, |» -Orthae this were well confideréd by all fuch who 
full | have Apoftatized and Revolted from the Lord and 
ue; | DiS: ways, in'chis finful and back-{liding generation. 
stig) Who asthe Prophet. Hofea fays, Are profound to 
why make (laughter; though the Lord is a Rebuker of them 
) i te, Se re 
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|, Hof. 5. 2..-Who.ence didappear tobe fore 
ward Adegtors. of the Caufe, of righteoufnelS and 
truth; pacnow {ay a Confederacy, withrall {uch as 
fay .aCop federac Ys Jfa $12. Who once did: feem 
to.eicape the pollucions.of the world’, through 
the kyowledge of the Lord. and Saviour Jefits 
Goritt ;..oue,arenow again intangled therein; and) 
Overcome, turnuig with rhe Dog to.hisiown vomieé 
again 5 and, with ahs: Saw thae was wafhed, cothe 
walicwmg in the m: it fe fuch know, That their 
latter cra avill-be ma fewith them then the beginnings 
2 Pet..2e2%Q521,5 22 | 


i 


: fut? 


12..Ehe twelfth Peltilential_agd highly prove-i 


king\siny is the fin, of Rebellionsiand Obfiinate Difm 
obedience again{tGodandbi Cammandments, Levit, 
2Od2Fy 2525+, And, if ye willnot ‘be reformed 
by chele things ( faith.the Lord.) bre, will walkicon+ 
ary.unto.me, then will Lalfo walk contrary unto: 
me and will punith you yecfeven. times for your: 
fins... And L.will bring a fword upop-you) that) 
{hall avenge the quarre lofmy Covenant; and wher 
yeare gathered together within your Cities, I wilh, 
feud the Pepin among you, and ye fhall -be deli-~ 
vered into che hand of the enemy. So Deut. 28. 
15,16;20, 21, If thou wilt noe bearken. unto 
the voice of the Lord thy God, to,obferve to do, 
all his Commandments, and his, Seacutes , Geis 
Thefe curfes fhall come upon theey and overtake | 
thee; Carfed (halt, thou be inthe Citys and curfed 
halt thou be in the fiela,.&c. Thedzord thall fend! 
upon thee curling, vexation,and rebuke in abl that) 
thou fetceft thy hand for co do-until chou be de=")} 
ftroyed, and until chou perith quick] y. Aud where 
fore? 
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fore > Becaufe of the wickednelS of thy: doings 
whereby thou haft forfaken me. “The Lord fhail 
make the Peftilence cleave unto thee until he hath 
confumed thee, and the Lord fhall {mite thee with 
a Confumption, and with a Feaver, and with an 
Inflammation, and with an extream Burning, and 
with the Sword, and with Blafting, and with Mil- 
dew, and they fhall purthe thee until thou perifhs 
Soin the 58, avd 59. verf{. If thou wilt riot ob- 
ferve to do all the words of this Law, that are 
written in this Book, that thou mayft fear this glo- 
rious and fearfulname; The Lord thy God: Then 
the Lord willmake thy Plagues wonderful, and the 
“Plagues of thy feed, even great plagues and of long 
continuance ; and fore fickneffes, atid of long con- 
tinuance, So Deut. 29. 22, 23,24,25. The Gee 
nerations to come when they {hall fee the Plagues 
of the Land, andthe ficknefles which the Lord hath 
laid upon ic; and thatthe whole Land is Brims 
ftone, and Salt, and Burning, ec. like the over- 
throw of Sodom and Gomorrah, 8c. which the Lord 
overthrew jn his anger, and in his wrath. 

Even all’Nations (hall fay | Wherefore bath the Lord 
done this? What meancth the beat of this great anger? 
Then men fhall. fay, Becaufe they bave ferfaken the 
Covenant of the Lord God of their Fathers, &c. Yo 
this agrees that of the Prophet Ferem. 29,17,18519¢ 
Thus faith the Lord of bots, Behold, J will fend upon 
ther the Sword,the Famine,and the Peftilence, and will 
make them like vile fizgs, that cannot be eaten they are 
fo vile. And Iwill perfecute them with the Sword, 
with the Famine, and with ike Peftilence, and will de- 
liver ae? be removed to all the Kingdomes of the 
Barth, to beaCurfe, andan Altonifoment, anda Hif- 
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fing, and aReproach among all the Nations, whither £ | 


bave driven them. And wherefore will the Lordbe 
fo fevere againft them? Becaufe they bave not bearken- 
ed to my words, (2ith the Lord, which I fent unto 


them by my fervants the Prophets, rifing. up early and 


fending them, but ye would not hear, faith.the Lord, 
So Exek: 6.11, Alas for-all che evil abominations 
Of the houfe of Zfrael : for they -thall: fall by the 
Sword, by thé Famine, and by the-Peftilence; He 
that is far off {hall die of the Peftilence, and he that 
is pear thall fall by the Sword, and he that remain- 
eth, and is. befieged, fhall dye by cheamine.. Thus 
will I accomplith, faith the Lord,amy fury upon 
them, Exek:7.15. Ihe Sword is. withont, and the 
Peflilence and the Famine within, be that is im the 
Field fhall dye with the Sword, and be that. is inthe 
City,Famine and Peftilence foall devour bim..And 
why? Violence is rifen up into arodof wickeduefs, Vall. 
The rod hath bloflomed, pride hath budded. So 
Pxek, 14.19, 21. If Ifend.a Peftilence incothat 
Land, ‘and pour due my fury upon ic: in bloud, to 
cuit from it Man aad Beatt, though Noah, Dauiel, 


and Fob-were in ic; Asl live, faith the lord, they 
fhall deliver neither Son nor Daughter, they. fhali 


but deliver their own fouls, by their righteoufnefs. 
For thus faith the Lord God > How much more 
wheal fent my four fore Judgements apon Ferafa- 
lem, the Sword, andthe Famine, and the noyfome 
Bealt, and che Peffilence, to cut off from it Man and 
Beat ? And when will the Lord execnee this. great 
feverity, and be {0 inexorable? the 13. verf. de- 
clares it, When the land finneth againtt me, {aith the 
Lord, by trefia ting grievoully. 
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I fhall conclude with that in the :Pro phet Amos 
Chap. 2. ver. 4, g. Thus faith the Lord. For three 
tranforeftons of Judah, and for four, I will not turn 
away the punifoment thereof : Becaufe they bave de- 


: Spifed the taw of the Lord, and have not kept bis Com-~ 


mandements, 8c. And what follows » 7 will fenda 
fice upon Judah, and it fhall devour the Palaces of Je- 
rifalem, So Awas 4,10. ec. I have fent among 
you the Peftilence after the manner of Egypt, your 
young men have I flain with the Sword, and have 
taken away-your horfes, and I have made the ftinck 
of your Camps to come up into your Noftrils; yee 
have ye not returned unto me, :(aich cheLord. So 
incorrigible hard-hearted and un-reformed: were 
they under all the fore. Judgements, chat the Lord 
hadinflited upon them: Yee before he will make 
an utter deftruction, he invites them once again to 
repentance. Therefore thus will I do unto thee, O 
Ifrael, and becaufe { will do this nnto thee, prepare t 
meet thy God O i{rael, 

TPhus you fee what a high provoking fin itis to 
rebel againft God, and his Commandimeiits, Ag 


-* 


_Sammel (aid to Sanl, when he difobeyed the Ward 
of che Lord. ‘Rebellion is us the fin of Witchcraft, 


and Stubornnefs is as[niquity and Idolatry, 1 Saim.15 . 
23. And if God was fo fevere to punith the tran{- 
greflions of the law, with what feverity will Chrift 
proceed againit che willful contemners, and dif 
Obeyers'of his Golpel 2 according co that of the2d. 


Of the Heb. 2, and3.verf. If every trenfgrefion and 
| difobedience , received a jult recompence of rervard , 


that is, of punifhments inflicted on chem: How 
{hall we efcape if we neglect fo great falvation ? chat 
is, the Gofpel, which is called a Miniftry of che 
. | B 3 {piric 
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fpiricand of life, whereas the law is a killing let- 
ter, or the nuiniftration of death and condemnati- 
On, 2 Cor. 3.6,7,9.. And the wrath of God cameth 
‘upon the cbildren of (Gofpel ) difobedience, Ephef. 
5: 6. 

13, Uhe thirteenth peftilential and highly pro- 
voking fin, is the fin of Jnfurreéfion and rifing Up a 
gainjt toe Lords lawful Governours and Government, 
whether Civil or Eeclefialtical, in Church or Com- 
monwealth. This was-the fin of Gorab, Dathan and 
Abyram and their copartners, mentioned in Nunr. 


16.° God had chofen Mofes and Aaronto be the ~| 


cheif Leaders and Governorsof his people, and 
placed the Government in their hands, both agto 
the Civil and Religious adminiftration thereof; 
Korab and his companions gather thamfelves to- 
gether againft them, andtold them they took too 
niuch upon them, feeingall the Congregation was 
holy, every one of them, and that the Lord was 
among them, wherefore then fhould they lift-u 

themlelves above the Congregation of the Lord? 
But tee how highly incenfing and provoking was 
thisunto che Lord ; Separate your felves ( faith he 
to Mofesand Aaron ) from among, the congregation, 
that I may con{ume them in a moment’; and.now the 
Lord he will fhew who are his, and whoare holy, 
anda {trange work will he do; thefe men muf not 
dye che common death of all men , nor be vifited 
aiter the vifitation of allmen, but anew thing will 
the Lord make, The earth muft open her mouth and 
{wallow them up, with all that appertain unto 
them, andthey muft go down quick into the pit ; 
avd fothey. did, and the earth clofed upon them, 
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and they perifhed from among the Congrega- 
tion: | 

Nor did the punifhment of this Infarreftioa 
- endhere, but the Lord caufes a grievous Plague to 
| breakin upoa the Congregation. And Mofes faid 


€ 


to Aaron, in the 46.verfe, Takeacenfer and put 
| fire therein from off the Altar, and put on Incenfe, and 


go quickly unto the Congregation , and make an at- 
$y a ce 4 > r 

Zonement for them; and why all this hafte ¢ For 

there is wrath gone out from the Lord, the ‘Plague is 


begun: And Aaron did fo, and fiood between. the 
dead andthe living, andthe plague wus jtaied, Now 


\. they tbat died in the plague, were fourteen thoufand 


and {even hundred, befides them tbat diedin the mat- 
terof Corah; So highly difpleating ts it unto the 


Lord, for perfons to oppofe iis lawful Authority 
and Government which he hath put into thé hands 


ofhisfaichful Minifters and Servants. Under which 
confideration undoubtedly mult thofe Scriptures 
be comprehended that enjoyn fubjeCtion and o- 
bedience, whethertoche Lords Civil or Ecclefi. 
aftical Rulersand Governors, Rom.13.1. Tit.3.1. 
E Pet.2.13,14,15- 1 Lheff,5.12,13. Heb.13..7517. 
~O chat this were ferioufly and timoully confidered 
and laid to heart, byall fuch who flye inthe face 
of Chrift 5 and carry themfelves contemptuoufly 
againit his lawful Governours and ‘Goyernment 
which he hath fet in his Charches , f mean the 
Churches of Chrift, making unjuftifiableand dil- 
honorable rents,{chifms and divifions in the body 
whereof they are members, which fhould’be as 
the feamlefs coat of Chrift, woven from top 
throughout, 70b.19.23. 
Of fuch who defpife the Lords Government or 
Ba Do- 


a ee Te ag eae er 


se 


56 The Caufes and Cure of 
Dominion, Imay fay without wrongingor, injue 
ring of them, as Peter of fome fcandalous backs 
{liding Profefforsin his time, Who were {pots and 
blemifhesin their fealts of Charity ; Prefumptuous } 
arethey and {elf willed, they are not afraid to Speak | 
evilof Dignities, 2 Pet.2. 10,13. And while. they 
promife themfelves liberty , they themfelves are the 
Servants of corruption. ve: (19. They defpife Do- 
miniow ; The word it feems lignifieth,a removing of | 
a thing from its place, with {ome {corn and Indig- (i fino 
nation : They would remove the Lords Governors Wi ai 
or Rulersgover them, with {corn andindignation ; ji wsf 
And whereas they a:e {aid tg defpife dominion, that is te a 
more then to detpife their Rulers ; for they defpife Wi ilrim 
not only the Lords Governors, but che Government | theref 
it felf. And to {peak evil of Dignities, or toreproach Boa 
Lignities, is io the Oviginal ic feers to blafpbeme vier 
Glories, to {peak reproachfully of Dominions which 
are placed in glory among men > or which are 
fet over them by the Lord, in eminency, power, 
honour and authority, Heace ic is thae lawfial 
Magiltrates ruling in che fear of the Lord, are faid 
€o De Gods, Pil 82.6. Ard the Lords Minifters 
and Meffenvers. of Churches, are {aid to be the Glo- 
ry of Chrift,2 Cor.8.23. And a ftarsin bis right pand 
aretbe Angels of the feven Churches Rev.1.20.- All 
holding forth thae Glory and Dignity which. the 
Lord hath conferred upon them. And for any 
Perfons to rife UP > a8 Korab and his complices did 
againit Mofes and efaron, though it beina pre- 
fumption of their own holine(s, Numb.16.3. Such 
are like to perith in the gatnfaying of Core, as Jude 
exprefleth, verf.11¢ of bisEpittle. - Ie being very 
obfervable, how the Plalmift does exprefs this.act 
0; Korab’s Inturrection, or rifling up againkt CALofes ° 

and 
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and Aaron, to benolefs thenan envying of them ; 
Lhey envied Mofes. alfo inthe camp, and Aaron the 
Saint of the Lord. Theearth opened and {wallgwed 
up Dathan,. amd covered the company of Abiram, 
And a fire was kindled in their company 5 the flame 
burnt up the wicked, Pla.106,16,173,18. That exame 
ple alfo of Miriam and Aarons (peaking againtt Mofes 
ig ncttopaf{s without its due obfervation neither, 
Numb.12.1,758,9,10. The Lord giving that te. 


~ ftimony of Mofes his fervanc, that he was faithtyl 


in alihis houfe ; wherefore then (faith he) were ye 
not afraid to {peak again{t my fervant Moles? And 
the angerof the Lord was kindled againft them, and 
Miriam became leprous, as white a {aow. Let fuch 
therefore who are guilty in this matter, confider 
how provoking a fin this is unto the Lord, and 
whether they may not havea hand in pulling down 
chisfore vilitation among us, 

14. A Fourteenth Pettilential, and highly pro- 
voking fin, is the fin of Prophanation of Gods holy 
things and an Qver.curivus, pre{umptuous Speculation, 
and prying unwarrantably intothe Secrets of God. This 
was the fin ofthe men of Afbdod, for which the hand 
of che Lord was fo heavy upon them, viliting them 
with sreivous plazues, when they took the Arkand 
brought it iuto the bostfe of Dagon(the Temple oftheir 
\dol-god)and fet it by Dagon 5 {0 fore was the hand 
of God on them that he {mote them with Emrods 
and deftroyedthem, and fuch a deadly deftruétion 
there was throughout all the City, infomuch chat 
the cry ofthe City went uptoheaven,1 Sam.5.The 
Ark was a Cheft or Coffer , Which was made of 
Shittim or Cedar wood, overlaid roundabout 
with gold, whofecover, called the Mercy-jeat was 
alfo of pure gold, on which wastwo glorious Che- 
rubs 
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rubs of gold, from whence God gavechis' oraclés | 


& 


Num).7.85. Thefe Chernbims were placed at che 
the two ends of the Mercy-feat. and they {pread out 
their, wings on high , which covéred’ over the 


_ Mercy-feat, with their face, one to another, Exod. 


3711320575859. In this were the two Tables of the 
Law or Teftimony puc, written with the finger of 
God, Exoa,25.16,21. Deut.10.354,10. Between 
the Cherubims God was faid to “it » Pfal.. 80.2. 
Lbere will. I meet with thee (faith che Lord) and 
will commune with thee frum above the Merey-feat | 
between the twochernbims, which are upon the Ark 
of the Teltimoay, verfe 22. Now this Mercy-fear 
on which God did thus fit between the wings of 
the Cherubims was a figure of Chrift, by whom 
our tranfyreflions of the law are forgiven and co- 
vered , who is the propitiation far ovr fins, 1 Fob, 
2.2. And therefore called the Propitiatory, Rom. 
3015. To this slorious feat, where Gode prefence 
with his Church was manifefted,the Throne of God 
isan{werablein the Chriftian Church, in the pre- 
fence of which Throne his people are,and ferve him 
day and night in his Temple, Rev 715917» 8.3- 
214355 Now this Ark being thus atype or figure 
of Chrit and of his Church, and of his slorious 
prefeace with the fame, itsno wonder%f theLord 
fhall fo feverely punifh the prophanation of it, 
when men thail fet it in the Temple of Dagon, 
Surely ifthe Ark ftand there Dagm mutt fall, yea 
andit thall fall before the Ark of the Lord, which 
is called the Ark of his frength. Pfal. 132.8. Aad 
whemthe Ark fet forward, then Mofes faid, Rife ap 


Lord, and let thine enemies be fcattered, and let then: 


that hate thee flee before thee. “ God cannot endure 
bith, to 
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co have hisholy things prophaned, thar the abo- 
mination of delolation {hall {tand in his holy place; 
that men fhall fee their threfholds by Gods thre- 
fholds, and their pofts by Gods pofts, by defiling 


his holy name with their abominations , Wherefore - 


(faiththeLord) I have confumed them in mine anger; 
Nofurely, the place of the foles of his feet, where 
he will dwell inthe midft of the children of Ifrael 
for ever, and hisholy name he will not fuffer co be 
defiled, but‘he will beautifie theplace of his fan&u- 
ary, and makethe place of his feet glorious, Ifa. 
60.13. comp. with Ezek. 43.7,8. Let men take 
heed then of offering ftrange fire before the Lord, 
which hecommandeth them not, left there comes 
out fire fromthe Lord and devoureth them 5 a8 
in the cafe of Nadab and Abiby the fons of Aaron; 
who. for this caufe died before the Lord. And 
what {aid Mofés to Aaron thereupon, This is that 
that the Lord {pake {vying 5 I will be fanttified in 
them that came nigh me, and before all the people L 
will be glorified,Lev.10:1,2,3.50 likewife when men 
will be prefimptuoufly and unwarrancably prying 


“into the fecrets of God, fee how feverely the Lord 


hath punithed this evil ; as in the cafe of the men 
Of Beth-fhemefh aid, whom the Lord {orely fmote, 


becaufe they looked into the Ark of che Lords’ 


even he f{inote of the people Fifty thouland’ and 
threefcore and tenmen, andthe peoplelamented, 


becaufe the Lordhad finitcen many of the people: 


with a great»flaughter. And the men of Beth-fhe- 
meth faid, Who is able to fiand before the boly Lord 

God 2? 3.$am.6.19,20. 7 
So, dangerous a thing it isee be over-curioutly 
Préelumptuous in looking into the grcane er: the 
ecret 
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fecret’ and: hidden things of God, which he 


hath not revealed. Therefore it was chat the | 


Lordhad commanded, cthac Aarom and his fons, 


even they, and noc others, (hould ‘take down the | 


covering vail, aad cover the Ark of the Teftim ony 
withic, And thus do unto them (faich the Lord) 
that taey mayliveand not die, when they approach 
unto the mott holy things, Aaron and hiz fons (hall 
goin and.appoint them everyone to bis fervice and to 
bis burden. But they (hail not 0 in th fee when the 
boly things are covered, left they dyc, Nin. 4..19,20. 
See alfo Levit. 8.35. So exact was the Lord for 
he keeping of his charge. It is fad to conlider, 
how wife {ome men have feemed tobe abovethat 
whichis written, calculating perfons, and things, 
and times fur the meridian oftheir own brain > like 
thofe lying Prophets which che Lord (ent noc, 
kor {pakeunto, wherefore he.complained that they 
Prophefied unto the people a falfe vifion and di- 
Vination, even a thing ofnought andthe deceit of 
their heart, Fer.14,14. So in Ezek. 13. 6.7,8.9 
They bave feen vanity, and Lying divination, and the 
made others t) hope. that they would confirm the wo 
See now thefevece puaifamenc of tye Lord avaint 
fuch; Bebold,l am agatnjt yon, faith the Lord God.ind 
mine band{h 11] be upon the Prophets that fee vanity,ana 
that divine liess they {hall not be in the Affembiy of my 
people, neither fhall they he written in the writing of 
sie boufe of I{cael, neither (hil they enter into the 
land of Mrael., Buc fetting afide fuck grofs lying 
Prophets, ic isfadto think how many profelling 
the fear and knowledge of God > have been o- 
ver-curioully prying into: Gods fecret counfels ‘ 
aad che hidden purpofes of his minde, limiting, 
| and 
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| and prefcribing che holy one of Ifraél, advancing, 


‘lle! and extolling the idle phantalies, and enchufiafmes 


t the | 


the words of the bookof this Prophefie ; 
Joweth then 2. God fhall take away bis part ont of 


Of their. own brains, more then the declarative 
mind and will e God, containedin the Scriptures 
of truth, But whatever may bemens pretentions 


| to high inward un(cripeural revelations of God, lee 


Us not be believing every (uch fpiries buc trying the 
{picits, whether they are of God’ or -no sand for 
this reafon, Becaufe many falfe Prophets are gone 
out into the world,1 Fob. 4,1, And whatfaith Peter, 


th | pebave alfo a more fure word of propbefie (more fure 


thea the voice, whichithey heard to come from 
Heaven, when they were in the Holy Mount ) wbere= 
unto ye do well (faith he ) that ye take heed, a untae 
light that foineth in a dark place, until the Day dawe 
and the Day-ftar arifein your hearts, 2:Pet, 8, 19% 
Ever remembring thac in Deut. 29: '29. Thae 


| | fecret things belong unio the Lord ourGod: but tho @ 


things wlich arerevealed, belong ‘unto\us and to.oup 


| children for ever. 


15. .The fifteenth and lat thing, that 1 hall 
briefly {peak of asa Peitilential deftroying fin 515 


| that of Adding or Diminifhing from the W ord of Ged3 


for which che Lord Je(us hath chreated fuchdread« 


4 i i is ee : * Ast rane me 
| ful plagues and punifhments, For 7 teftifie (faith be} 


unto every wanthas beareth the words of the Prophefie 
of tha Book, If any man fhall add.unto theferhings, 
God {ball add unto him the plagues that are written 
in tbis book, » And if any man hall take away frous 
What fol- 


she book of life, and ont of the boly City, and from 


§ she things which are written in this book, - That man 


may 
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may be faidto\add, that fhall mix other chines, bes i 
fides what the Lord Jefus hath revealed by his Ans : 
gel; He addeth, that adjoyneth alyé: For what. | 
foever is patehed to the Scriptures of mens invens | 
tions, chat ic might be accounted as divinely reveal- 
ed, or the pure Oracles of God, isalye. Such 
ar¢: the Papal unwritten traditions, or other writ- jj 
ings of men whatfoever, which are made wich them | 
of like Authority with the written word of God, 
and which-added to the Scriptures arélies. So he 
tekes away, chat hot ontly derogates from the Dis | 
vine Authority of Gods 'book3’ but’ he alfc, that | 

any: Ways changeth, or malicioufly perverteth, :or 
contraditeth any: thing .chefein writen.” Chrift | 
will have che integrity, fincerity, and facred Autho-= 
rity of his Prophefie to be faithfully preferved in fel 
the Churches, avd thae-che contemners, talfitiers, § © Co 
and corrupters thereof, be no way fuffered under long 
the pain of Anathema, or dreadful curfé: “Forif qwhich 
falfifyers of Coin are lyable unto che civil curfe of {list 
thelaw ; much more {Hal! the Azatheme of eternal 
damnation be infli€téd upon the corrupters of the 
Scriptures, which are the words of God. Thefe with 
the Beajty and the falfe Prophet, (ball the Lord cafe 
into the Lake of fire burning with brimiteme, Rev.t9. jt 
20. Thisis a dreadful fin, drawing down the Lords ye 
feverelt plagues and punifhnients. Therefore take | 
we heed that weadd not unto thé word which God 
conimands us, nor diminifh ought from it, but that 
we keep the Commandments of the Lord our God 
which he commandeth ws, Dent. 4.2, <And mark - 
wall the reafon that Solomon giveth : Every word of 
God faith he) is pure, be is a fhield to thern that put 
their traft in vim. And confider what ce gpa 
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Addthou notunto bis words, let be reprove thee, ana 
thou be. found a lier, Prov.30.5 5 6. 


Having now fpoken of the feveral Sins which fe 
highly provoke the Lord to pour down: his fore 
Judgements, even this of the Plague or Pejlilence 


among a people.. I..hall now cometo {peak of 


fome f{pecial (piritual Remedies,which may. be fitly 
applied, and made ule of,.as:Soveraion Antidotes 
and Prefervatives. to prevent the further {preading 
Of this peftilential contagious difeafe among us. 


SS Se ~ 


is He firit fpiritual Receipe, chat I. fhall then 
B prefcribeuntothee; who ever thoy art that 
gettelt in thy hand,and readeft chislitele crac, 

» Confider ferioufly, and let chy thoughis dwell 
long upon thofe Sins, that Ihave inf ited on, as {ach 
which are the procuring Caufe of this fofore a vie 
fication fromvthe Lord: 3, and, entring into a dili- 
gent {crutiny, and examination of thine own heart 
and ways: -Confider how far chou haft been, or art 
apartaker of chofe fins, which havefo highly pro- 
voked the Lord to fend down this National Judge- 
ment of the Plague and Peftilenceamong us. Fos 


if we ftand guilty. of the fame Sins, how then {hail 


we think toefcape the like punifhment ? This was 
the,way and courfe the Apoltle cook, when {peak- 
ing of Gods difpleafure againft the Mfraelites, 


| Whereby many of chem were overthrown in the 


Wildesne(s ;' how does he bring it home by way of 


: {pecial application.. Now: thefe things (faith he} 


were our Examples, to the intent we foould not laff 


after evil things a they alfa tufted. Neither be'ye Ids- 


haters, 
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daters, a6 were fomeof them, ére, Neither let ws coms 
mit fornication, as fome of them committed, and felt 


in one Day three aud twenty thoufand. Neither let us 


tempt Cbrift, a fome of then alfa tempted, and were. | 
deftroyed of Serpents, Neither murmure ye, a fome of 


them alfo murmured, and were’ deftroyed of the De- 
firoyer, . Now all things happened unto them for ens 
amples: and they areypritten for our admonition upon 
whom the ends of the world arecome, 1 Cor. 10.5, 63 
tothe 11, and 12.veri “So fay Las from the Lord. 
As to the firft Peftilentiall (ia of Oppreffion. Did 
the Lord plague Pharaohs and his Land, with fore 
and dreadful plagues, even this of che deltroying 
Pettilence, for his crueboppreflions, which he ex- 
erciled over the bodies and confciences of Gods. 
peoples, Take heedthen thac thou are not foanck 
an Oppreflor of the true worthippers of Jefus, the 
fpirttual Ifrael of God’: 


a 
p 
—_ 


heed of ruling Over chem with rigour, and making 
their lives bitcers wich chard bondage. Take heed 
ye rica men, that: ye do not opprels the poor,' 
Know that che Lord furely looks uponsche: aftiGtis 
ons of his people, and hears their cry by reaion of 
their T'ask-mafters, and will come’down to deliver 
thenr, Exod. 2.7 -Bt 
_ 50 to thofe chat: are the Bifhops, Fiders, and 
Overfeers, the Spiritual Rulers 5: and. Leaders of 
the flocks of Chrift.,. Take heed that ye be noe 
Lords over Gods heritage 5 butiexamples to the 
flocks :. See chat ye feed che flocks of God, taking 
the 
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j hr _ the overfight of chem, ot by conftraint., but willing 
ley | ys 20 for filthy lascre but of a ready mind, t Pek. 55 
‘om | 293° Take heed chat ye do not exercife a domi- 
ef | nion over their faith, bute are helpers of cheir joy, 
De 2.Cor. 1.34; Take heed that ye do not eat the fac, 
| and cloath you;with the woo}, and kill them thac 
“Oe | are fed: Take heed that wich force and cruelty; ye 
hy | rule not over them, So then to all: chat opprets, 
1 whether in-one kind or another, fee that ye undo 
n:, | Heavy burdens, and let the oppreffed:go free, and 


| break every yokes. elle, furely che Lord will-vifie 


it || for thele things, and his foul willbe avenged on 
"5 | fuch a Nation as this. 

1 2/S8e for the Sin of  Perfecution,:and Hatred a- 
sot gainft God, and his people. Hath the Lord or= 
by | dained the Arrows of his Indignation, even thedn- 


yt | ftraments of Death againft the Perfecutors ? and 
will he {trike them into the hearts of his Enemies > 
O, then take heed, that thon are not found a hater 
“Ole | of God, and a Perfecutor of the people:of ‘God, 
tof left the Arrow of the deftroying Pettilence,i that 
Take flyeth at noon day, do light upon thee, and the An- 
ining} gel of the Lord perfectte thee. . | 
hee 3,°So fortheSin of Murder and Bloodfbed. - Hath 
0, Pthe Lord threatned: his fore plagues againit the 
lit |) Deftroyers of hisheritage? and will he avenge the 
ont I blood ofthis’Servants, at the great whore ‘of Ba- 
let} bylozs hands ? and is there acime when the:Lord 
will make inguificion for blood? Then beware that 

a | thou*haft noc a hand in killing, and deftroying the 
so | Saints of the mofthigh God,  Andtake heed, chae 
not §) chow partake not of Babylons_fins, ieft thou receive 
ofher plagues, For the Lord will avenge the blood 
of bis Servants, and will render vengeance to bis Ad~ 
<(, SeRa Pe  merfariess 
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verfaries, and will be merciful unto bis land andto his & jit 
people, Deut. 32..43. i, i Jord lc 

4. So for the fourth Peftilential and highly prow @ gio 
vokiag Sin of Jdolatry: Was the anger of the Lord este 
fo kindled again J/rach, when Jfrael had joyned BAni a 
hinifelf to Bagl-peor, that mo lefs.then four and Bwithy 
twenty thoufand died in the plague? And did the BTiab 
Lord plague the people, becaufeof the Calf chey gfonic 
had made 2? Then beware that ye be not Idolaters § ity of 
as were fome of them, and provoke the Lord to §iiGu 
anger with your inventions, © For furely'the Lord Baer 
our God is a jealous God, bis glory be will not. give to fay i 
another, neither his praije to Graven Images, Ma 4248. afi 

5- So forthe Sin of Covetoufnefs, anda greedy } §,§ 
defire after gain. Is ic a fin fo abhorring unto-the J ymin; 
Lord? does.the wrath of the Lord come upon the } ler 
Children. of difobedience, becaufe of it ?Has the |} gil x 
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Lord denounced fo many woes againft it ? ‘and for, 
threatned’to fmite: wich his plagues, and punifh=" dye, 


ments forsit ?.O chen beware of Covetoufnefsand | Ciryf 
being greedy of gain, left thom be a troubler of thine Vin. 
houfe, Prov.15..27. Lice the 
6. So for the Sin of Curfing and Swearing, and | ip, ( 
Falfe-(wearing. Is it, that becaufe of Swearing the }iyi;. 
Land mourris, and the Lord had aControverfie with 4, ei 
the Land, becanfe of ic 2 And chat the Curfer fhall ]aii,, 
be cloathed with his Curfing, as with a Garment ? ii, ! 
and it fhall come into his bowels Jike water, and 
the Curfe fhall enter into the houfe of the Falfe-' 
{wearer ? Ochen, beware chat chou art not/found ) 
in thefe fins, left thefe dreadful Judgments of God } 
fall upon thee, | i 
7+ So forthe feventh Peftilential deftroyisg Sin.) 
namely, the fin of Adultery, Fornication 5 and ae ‘¢ 
wo get tg kell 


it ue 
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M4 Jike corporeal filchinefs and uncleannefs. Did the 

| Lord fo feverely punith the fin of Zimbri and Coshy 

) who-were taken in the a(t of uncleannefs, that.no 

fefsthen twenty four thonfand died in’the plague? 

And did the Lord plague Pharaob aid his heute 

| with great plagues, becanfe of Sarai, Abrams wife > 

Then beware thon beaftly Adulcerer } thou filthy 

Fornicator, and unclean Liver jeft the like feve- 

| rity of God take hold.of thee. Even as Sodom 

“andGomorrah, aid the (ities about them, in like 

uli “manner , giving themfelves over to Fornication , and 

Wun “going after ftrange fie, are fet forth for an exanthles 
Suffering the vengeance of eternal fire, Jud. 7: 

$- Sofor the Sin of Infidelity, Diftrujt'and Mara 

muring againit God, the eighth provoking Pefti- 

lential fin. Did chofe men that brought np an 

evil report upon the good Land (diftrufting God 

for all the Signs chat he had fhewed among them) 

‘dye by the plague before the Lord 2 And did the 

i Carcafles of thofe who murmured againft the Lord 

@ fall inche Wildernefs, fo that that they could not 

| fee the promifed Land.» O then take heed how 

thou cherifh a murmuring, diftrufting, and unbe- 

leiving heare againft God. Take heed of raling up 

»an evil report upon the good land, thereby weak- 

ening the hands, and difcouraging the hearts.of 

| thofe, who would be found walking in the beauti« 

ful paths of the Lord, and be faithful in their ge. 

smeration. 

__ 9. Sofor the Sin of Difcontent , loathing Gods 

_bleflings, and his provifions, and Infting after evil 

things, co fatisfie their inordinate defires , the 

phi, § Ninth provoking Peltilential' fin, Did the Lord 

| re the'people with avery great Plague, for this 

stir 2 yery 
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very evil? Then take we heed that-.we luft not | 
after evil things, as they alfo lufted, i 

10. So for the Sin of Pride’, Ambition, and 
Vain-glory, truffing in an arm of flefh, and not re-} 
lying OA the mighty power and faithfulnefs. of 
God. Did the Lord for. thig fin of David, fend } 
a Peftilence among the Children of Ifrael, fo that H 
there dyed of tie people Seventy thoufand men 2 
© then take we heed of a proud, vain-slorions | 
fpirie, and chat we truft not tan arm of flefh, | 

T¥. $9 for ctyeSin of Ap lacy, Back-fliding, and 
Revolting from God. Did she Lord oftea threaten } 
that for chis fin he wouldcdnfume them by the | 
Sword) the Famine, and the Peltilence > O chen | 
také we heed that we do not Apoltatie, and Back. 
flidein our {pirits from the Lord. 

12, So for the Sin of Rebellion, and obftinate | 
Difobedience, againft Ged and his Commandments, | 
Did the Lord for this fin threaten, that he would 
fend the Peftilence among them, and make it cleave 
unto them, uncil he,had confumed them? O.then 
beware, that chou fin not againft God, and his 
Commands, with an Obdflinate, Rebellious, and dif= 
Obedient heart. 

13. So for the Sin of Jnafurrection, and rifing"up 
againit the Lords Jawful Governours and Govern- 
ment. Did the Lord fo feverely deal with Corah, - 
Dathan, and Abiram yand cheir Complices 5. and 
Co-partners for this evil ; not vifiting chem after 
the common vifitation of mén 5 caufing alfo. the 
Plagueto break in among them, fo that there died 
thereof, Fourteen thoufand and {even hundred > O 
then. take we heed of this fo highly provoking Pe- 


fiilential fin, ~ 
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14.90 for the Sin of Prophanation of Gods boly 
things, and an Over-curious, Prefumptuous {pecu- 
lation, and prying unwarrantably into che fecrets 
of God, Was the hand of the’ Lord (0 heayy up- 
on the men of Afhdod, and-alfo upon the men of 
Beth-(bemifh for this {fin,{o that he fmote them with 
a deadly deftruction, even of the peovle, Fifty 
thoufand and threefcore and cen ?'O then fee that 
we are not suilty of this fo highly provoking Pee 
vn{. Hilential fin. ae Ses 
tea}, 25 So for the laft Peftilential deftroying Sin of 
the | ading or Diminifbing from the word of God, for 
ton} Which the Lord hath threatned fich dreadful plagues 
y. 149d panifhments. O take chouvheed of this (o bigh- 
“| ly provoking fin, teft the Lord add.anto thee his 
| plagues, and take away thy part out: of the Book 


‘nate ty 

ent | of Life. 

ould | e " 2 a E, 
leave Having now ferioufly confidered, whatthote fins 
het ff are,that(o highly provoked the Lordto-fend down 


ihc Chisfore vifitation, of the Plague or Peltilence a- 
inp MuOng a people;feel fay thar thou ester thenineoa 
diligent fearch,and examination of thine own heact 
and waystofind ouc the finor finss which thy Con» 
o + fcience {hall cell thee thou flandelt guilty of be- 
wah fore the Lord: Whether it be the fin of Oppre/- 
nd) £072 Perfecution, Murder, Idolatry, Adultery; Cove= 
toufnefs, Curfing or Swearing, Infidelity, Difcontent, 


ater ! ; : a 
the| bv24e, Apojtacy, Difobedience, or any other of che 
diel | SOFEMentioned provoking evils. And fee that thou 


sop are. very exact, and not flight, and fuperficial , in 
this manner of felf-examination, Thisisthe ex- 
‘hortation of the Lord, by his Prophet Zephaniah, 
Chap. 2.1, 2, Gather your felves together, yea, ga- 
" : aan Be" 2 ther 
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ther together, O, Nation not defired : thus is it ren= 
dred in our Tranflation, ue other Traflations 
read it thus: Search your {elves narrowly, yeg fearch 
your felves narrowly, O people, not worthy to be defired, 


Before the Decree bring forth , befare the day “pap “or 
be chaff, beforethe fierce anger ofthe Lord come “pon I 
finde the Hebrew word fignifies thus much; | 


rift, To gather your wits together, that wag be- 


fore difperted upon vanity. Secondly, To frame 
your felves to purge away your {piritual chaff, 
“hirdly, To fearch narrowly}as for aloft jewel, 
orhidmine. The truefenceis, Eater into your 
felves; fearch, try and examine all your ways and 


doings, that ye may rightly underftand how hea | 


vily and greivoully God muft needs be Offended 
with your great and manifoldfins.. And mark the 


reafon why they fhould be fo diligent and in- | 


daffcions in this work; Before the Decree bring 

forth: That is , before that doth’ come to pals , 

which 1s decreedby God againit you 5° Gods De- 

cree is then faid to bring forth when it comethto 
executed 


by the execu- 
ned and appoin- 
ted by himfelf, . 
Before the day pak as the chaff | that is 5 very 
fwiftly , fuddenly, like chaff, the day is palling a- 
way , therefore whiles ye havetime yet, before 
qhe day thar runs and wears away fo faft, does 


bring forth the Decree, produceand make appear, 


what God hath decreed acdinft you. O Nation un.- 


detirable, fearch your felves, yea fearch your felves | 
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very narrowly, whiles the heat of the Lords wrath 


doth not yet.come uponyou; whiles the day of 
the Lords wrath doth not yet take hold of you, 


Thisis further inculcated and prett by the Lord in 


the Prophefie of the Mrophet Haggai, thap.1.5,7- 
Is it a time for you., O ye, to divell in your ceiled 
boufes ( that is, in your ftately and {umptuous 
houfes, for pleafure and ‘delignt) and thw houfe 
dye wajte, or defolate , meaning the Lords houfe: 
Now therefore, thus faith the Lord of Hojts, Conft- 
der your ways ; Or which is moze agreeable to the 
Original, Set your heart upon your ways: Obferve 
and confider weil how it fares with. you, by reafon 
of-your fins. Hadehey confidered, or fet their 
heartsarighet upon their ways, this might have 


| prevented the execution of Gods judgements 


mentioned the 9,10, and 11, verfes thereof. For 


want of this the Lord by the Prophet J/siah ch.1, 
cakes up a bitter lamentation and: ‘complaint ; 
Hear-O Heavens , and give ear O Earth; for the 
Lord bath fpoken: I have nourifbed and brought up 
children, and they have rebelled again|t me. The Ox 
knoweth bis ower, and the a4 fi his majlers ferib: but 
Ifrael doth not know, myspeople ¢ faith he ) doth not 
confider,. They were more brurifh and void of un- 
derftanding then the bealts or brute creatures. For 
want of this confideration it was, that every one 


-tnrned £0 his courfe of fin, a& the borfe rulbeth anto 


the battel, breaking and running through like: 2 
water flood, as the word is properly ufed. And 
why? Becaufe no. man {aid W bat bave [ done? And 
the Lordcomplaineth further, That the Storkin the 
Heaven'knew her appointed times, andthe Turtle, and 
the Crane, and the Swallow did obferve the time of 
Re 4. their 
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their coming, but bis people knew not the judgement 
of the Lord, Jer.8.6,7- This-s that. contideration 


_ which we ought to haveof our {elves - But what 


ftrangers are moft men and women to their own 
hearts ? who enters into {ugh a ferious thought as 
to fay, What have f done e | 

, Seneca reporceth of Sex:ius , Law every night 
before he {lept heasked his. own heart, What evil 
this day haft thou amended 2? what Vice baff thou re. 
Sifted ? in what part art thou bettered 2 Surely fuch 
a courfe ag this, would prevent the fearlefs and 
heedlefs running into many. grofls enormities and 


fins ; and fo prevent the ruine and deltrucion of 


many apoorfintul foul. This éourfe the Church 
took inthe Lamentations, Wherefore doth the living 
an complain ? aman far the punifbment of bis fins? 
Let us fearch and try our ways, and turn again une 
tothe Lord, Lam.3:39,40. Fall then in 200d: eare 
nelt upon this work ef felf examinations -and think 
it betrer to know thine: own infirmites , and ch 
fou|-fickneffes and fores, then to know the whole 
world, and al] the wonders thereofs, Ie is one of 
the beft parts of wifdomto know chy felf: This 
will beac downthy pride, and keep the humble 5 
and lead thee to the true knowledge of God; It 
will caft outand keep out! fin, and preferve thee 
from many temptations; It is the beginning and 
foundation of grace and repentance, Lam. 3-40. 
And will prevent che fevere ftroak of Gods judge- 
Mients, asin that of Zephany, 2. 1,2. And faith 
the Apottle, Ifme will judge our felves, we fall not 
be judged of the. Lord, Surely. did we but. know 
what the heare of mah is, while udregenerate 
and in.its natural eftate; what a fink, a fea. of 
; fin 
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finand fltvinels itis. how deceitful above alithings 
and defperately wicked,as Jeremy hath it, Fer.t7.9- 
what infinite intricate windings and turnings there 
areinthe dark Jaborinths of. mans heare ; what a 
multitude of vain thoughts do lodge within it, Jer. 
4.14,.What {warms of lufts. and uncleane(s iffue 
out from this corrupt and purified fountain, Mat. 
12.34. comp. with chap.15.18.19, verfes. What 


adealof felf-fophiftry and impofture is wrapt up 


there, by which millions of fouls are inwraped in 
the {naresand fhackels of Satan; I {ay did we right. 
ly know, and were not ftrangers to thefethings, 


| ie might put us onwith all ferioufnefs and readinefs 


this fo‘weighty and profitable a work. 
But O where is, the man almoft, that knows, 
or fets himfelf in good earneft for to kaow and find 


out the Plague of his ownheare !.O what a many of 


Plague-fores, and running iffuesare in the hearts of 
men and women at this day,and yet they are infen- 
fible of chem. Every onealmoft is fenfible of the 


‘Plague-tokens, or fores when they feize upon the 


body,and metft people fear and dread this contagi- 
ous difeafe, becaufe of the loathfomnels of it, but 
for the Plague of the Heart, the Soul-ficknefs and 
fores, O where is there any knowledge or difcern- 
ing of it! where ts there any fenfe of the loathfom- 
nes and infeCtioufnefs ofie! And yet without this, 
how can we expect a healing? and the removal of 
this fevereitroke of the Lord? according to Solo- 
mons prayer, at the dedication of the Temple, 
1 King.8.37538539.1f there bein the land famine, if 


_ there be peftilence,e»c. whatfoever plague, whatfoever 


fickuefsthere be: what prayer and fupplication foever 


be made by any man, or by all the people Mrael (and 
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mark what: follows?) which ball know every man 
the plague of bis own heart, and foread forth his 
hands towards this boufe : Then ‘hear thon in 
Heaven thy dwelling places and forgive, and do, and 


giveto every man according tobis ways, whofe heart 


thouknoweft ( for thon, even thou onely knowelt the 
bearts of the children of men.) Now this prayer of 
Solomon had its confirmation from the Lord; 
1 King.9.3. So that chis knowledge of the Plague 
of theheart, 13a neceffary qualification or ingre- 
dient co go along with that prayer, which {hall be 
prevailing with the Lord for the removal of the 
Pettilence out of the land or Nation wherein it is. 
Bucif the men of this generdration are fill unac- 
quainted with the plagues or fores. of their own 
heart, if they be ftill as vain, as proud, as oppref- 
fing, as Superititious, as [dolatrous, as Adulterous, 
as Murderous, as Blafphemous, as Rebellious and 
Difobedient againft the Lord and his commands, as 
reviling and perfecuting the way of .cructi and holi- 


Bil, 


dl the 
lad 
milt De 
cellar 
then 
wut 9 


| at 
I nil J ear 


mn tba 


hut, 
f 


beens 


nefsas ever, canitbe expected that che hand of |, ly 


the Lord fhould be removed, or the fire of his 
his indignation, which now burns {fo very hot a- 
mong us, {hould be quenched ? 

Set thy felf chen in good earneft.upon this heart- 
fearching work, whoever thou art that wouldefcape 
this fevere ftroke of the Lord. And ifthou knowelt 
not how to deal with thy heart, icis focreacherous 
and vile, put up Davids prayer unto the Lord, in 
Pfal.139.23,24. Search me O God, and know my 
beart, try me, and know. my thoughts 3» And fee if 
there be any way of wickedne in me, and lead me 
éu the way everlafting. | lf there be ‘any pernicious, 
hurtful, or opprefling way in me ; and lead me up- 


On 


) max | 
D hie 
min fi 
40d | 
bear 
tthe | 
yer of} 
Lond, | 
logue | 
Ugree 
all be F 
of the § 
Mts, 
NN’ 
t OW 
more 
crus, f 
is and 


neath 
eleape 


’ Matters houfes with deceit. 


the PESTILENCE. 78 


on the way of eternity, upon that way which ma 

lead me toveternal life. But know, that ifthou 
wilt be carelefs and negieGive ttill of this fo ne- 
ceffary a work, and put the Lordupon ic, he will 


_ thenmakea very ftrittand diligent fearch, and {ee 


what will be che fad event and confequent of it, 
Zeph.t.12.Andit hall come to pak at that time, that I 
will fearch Ferufalem with candles, and punifh the 
men that are fettled on their lees , that fay in their 
heart,’ The Lord will not do good , neither rill he do 
evil, And what follows? Therefore their gooes fhall 
becomea booty, and their honfes a defolation : they 
feall alfo build houfes but not inbabitthem ; and they 
Shall plant vineyards , but not drink the wine thereof. 
Lhen'the mighty man {hall ery bitterly. And God 
will bring diftrefs upon men , that they hall walk 
a blind men', becaufe they have {inne againft the 
Lord, and their blood fhall be poured out as duft, and 
their flelh as the dung, and at that time , | neither 
tbeir filver nor their gold (hall be able to deliver thew 
in the dayof the Lords wroth , but the whole land 


sy) fall be devoured by the fire of bis jealoufie : For be 


Shall make even a fheedy riddance of all them that 
dwellin the land... Andwhends this time that the 
Lord will make this ftri& and diligent fearch as 
with candles?ver.7. declares it,Jt tsinthe day of the 
Lord, whenhe prepareth a facrifice, and {hall bid 
his guefts. Andin that day of che Lords facrifice, 
then will he punifh the Princes, and the Kings 
children, and all fuch as.are cloathed with ftrange 
apparel, that leap on the threfhold , and fill cheir 
O England, then be 
exhorted to confider thy ‘ways, chat thou may 
find out thy hideous provoking arin 
ore 
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forethe Lord make a {peedy'riddance. This isthe 
firftipiricual Receic I would prefcribe unto thee. 


The Second Receit. 


| 


Having made this diligent fearch Into thine — 
own heart, and found out thy foul-peftilentfores, . 


then che nexe (piritual Receit I thall prefcribe 
untothee, /s 2 good draught of a found and fincere 
Repentance: Wiichif found’and fincere will ope- 
rate thele four coings in chees 

Pirlt, Ackindly mourning. in fecret- before the 
Lord, 1.For chine own iniquities. 2, For the fing 
and avomination’s of the tines. 


Sécondly, It wiil breed a hatred and abhorrency ” 


in thy heart againit thole evils, together, with an 
humble conjellion and acknowledgement of them. 

Thirdly, A willing forfaking, and renunciation 
of them. 

Fourthly, A returning unto the Lord with all chy 
hearc. Surely as co this Receit, wemay-write a Pro. 
batum eft, its atried Receit, a fure Remedy, a {ave- 
raign Plaifter for this running fore. Repent and turn 
your felves from all your trangrefions ( {sith the Lord) 
fo iniquity fhall not be your ruine, Ezek.i8.30, Soin 


0.3 %T urn your felves, and live ye 5 for why will ye die 


O boufeof Irael? But more particularly to tHe feve- 
ral branches of Repencance.as they are laid down, 


Pirft,; chen fee, that the true fenfe of thy fin - 


does work thy heart to a kindly mourning and 
forrowing for the famein fecret beforethe Lord. 
Taisforrow and contrition for fin, will I fay,: evi- 
dence the foundnels and finceriey of thy’ Repef- 
tance, when chou canit mourn before the Lord, noe 
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onely in vefpe& of the-danger, which thou haf 
incurred by reafon of thy fins, to wir, the curfes 
of this life , temporal death, and erernal Plagues 


“and torments in another world, bute alfo thae 


thou haft fo unkindly grieved and provoked .fo 
good aGod, fo compailionate a Fathers {0,gra- 
cious a Redeemer, fo bleffed a Sandifer, and 
incurred the lofs of (0 great a God., even the 
favour of {6 good and graciousa God, that taketh 
no Ppleafire in the death of the wicked, Ezek.33.11. 
This is. that godly forrow, that the Apoftle Paw 
{peaks of, 2 (or.7.10-11. that worketh repentance 
to falvation, not to be repented of; the notable 
effects whereof are there alfo demonftrated’ and 
declared; which will be of fuch fingular efficacy 
and force to quench thefire of the Lords indig. 
nation: and wrath, now broken out amone.us.> In 
the feventh .of Ezekiel, the Lord threatning the 
final. defolation of Ifrael., telling ‘her that her end 
was come, and that he would judge her accord- 
ing to her ways, and recompence upon her ‘al 
her abominations ; Zbat the’Sword wap without 
and the Peltilence and Famine within; and that he 
that was in the field, fhould die with the (word ; 
and that he chat »was in the City, Famine and Pefti- 
Jeace fhould devour him: Jn verfe r6yhe tells us 
That they that efeape of them (meaning thofe. that 
thould efcape the common calamity of the Sword, 
Peltilencé@nd Famine) they shall beon the mountains 


like Doves of the valleys, all of them mourning every 


one for bis iniguity: that is, for his OWn iniquity 


| fhall everyone mourn as Doves of the valleys. 


The word fignifieth a making a fir by lighing, whi- 
ning and howling. 
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So Hezekiah in che time’ of his ficknefs, tells ug, | 
That be did mourn & a Dove, \fa.38.14. Such will 
be the gratious temper and difpofition of foul of | 
the Lords efcaped ones: They fhall mourn,every 
one for his own iniquity ,as Doves in theValleys.in | 
their fecret retirements with the Lord ; the fence 
and remembrance of their fins,in difhonouring and 
grieving (0. good & gratiousa God, will make them | vi 
to fob and ligh, and evento how! beforethe Lord. 9)" 
So: did Ephraim 5 when he repented', and. turned g!™ 
unto the Lord. 7 have ‘furely heard Epbraim ((aith | bated. 
the Lord) bemoaning himfelf,Jer, 31.18. In this [fuse 
fpirit and temper will the Lords efcaped remnant | be Lo 
be found in. atk 
So in Ifraels' reftauration, when the Lord thal) 9/9» 
gather them) from the Coafts of the Earth, in J/yam 
whati{piric shall they then be*found > They foal Phir 
come with weeping (faith the Lord) amd with fups ji the 
plications. will I lead them, as in the oth. verf, of ding | 
the fame Chap. with weeping for their fins, and> pm 
with fupplicattons or-petitions unto the Lord Jingu 
for mercy and pardon, And fuitable to this, ig pins, 
thatvia the 3d. of Zepban. 18. I will gather them  fplcati 
that are forrumful (faith the Lord) for the folemn~ 4 And 
affembly, to whom the reproach of at was a burden. | lien,. 
Thole thatarefadand (orrowful,becanfe they are J tither 
obitructed aad hindered from meeting in the Tem-" J tush; 
ple of God 5 ia the-Affemblies: of his Saints, for |} lady 
the folema. worthip and (ervice of God +; when 4 hnh, 
they mutt converfe with and among fuch feoffing 7} yh 
Companions, which maké bue’a mock “and deri- | luig 
fion of God: and his Word-.In this gtatious tem-= _}} ij 
per ‘and frame, of (pirit: was David in’, when hej) they 
could not perform the fervent defire he had co 
ferye 
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| deeveGod.among the faithful. How bitterly does 
li) hebemoan.-his being deprived of the comfort of 
the publick worfhip of God, during his exile, and 
the bla{phemies of his enemies, which. caufed his 
| fpirit even to be overwhelmed > 4s thc Hare 
| panteth after the water: brooks, fo panteth my foul 
| afterthee,O God. My foul thirfleth for God, for the 
living God; when fhall lcome and appear before Ged. 
Meaning in the Houfe of. the Lord, the Taberna- 
cle where the.folemn worfhip of, God. was cele- 
brated, and the Ark. of the Covenant. was, 
Where God dwelled.,,:2.Sam. 6. 2..0r where 
the Lord: gave vilible figns of his prefence. And 
mark what, follows ?) My tears (faith he) bave 
been my meat day and night, while they continually 
fay.unto.me, Whereis thy God 2. His tears were ag 
_ his bread,-he fed and filled himfelf with tears, as 
af they.were his onely food and fuftenance, accor. 
ding to.that inthe 80. Pfal. 5. Dhow feedeft them 


iq’ with the: bread of tears, and giveft them icars.to drink 


in, great meafure. ¢ Meaning his own. people often- 
times, who.are at his very foot, praying, and fup- 
plicating at the throne of grace. 

. ;And/fach aframe’ of {pirit fhall be found alfo, ia 
| them, as thall- ask the way to.Zion, with eheir faces 
| thicherward ; Zbey fhall-be going and weeping and im 
this {pirit.of mourning they fhall go and feek the 
Lord their God... All which doth evidently: thews 
sorth, what will be the temper and {piric ofall 
A | right-repenting fouls,andwhat a frame of fpirit the 


i. Lord expects, his people to be found in, when his 
mo And is lifted. up,. even in this time, whem he fends 


“the deftroying Peftilence among us; 


Now ° 
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| 


” “Now confider ih-what frame of f{piri€ art chow | 
before ‘the Lord this day ; Haft chow found chy | 
heart broken as ic were into fhivers ‘for thy fins? | 
Has the fight of chy fins made thee to figh for thy J 
fins, and. to mourn kindly before the Lord for ; | 
thine jniquities ? Haft thou'ever fhed a‘tear before Ws” 
the Lord for thy fecret fins ? or thy more:open ”/’ 
and notorious abominations ? Surely 5 if infuch 9 
a day as this, when the Arrows of the Lords Indig- 
nation are flying abroad, if thou fhalt be found in’ 
a Carnal, Light, Frothly, Frolick, Voluptuous; 
Vain-(pirit; a lover of thy. pleafures more then a 
lover of God, putting far away from thee theevil 
day, and caufing the feat of violence to come near; (jt 
like thofe the Prophet: Amos complains of , Who, gM 
‘mere at cafe in Sion, and trated in the Mountain of Bhi 
Samaria, That lay upon Beds of Ivory,and firetcht them= 
felves upon their Couches-andeat the lambs out of ‘the 
flock, and the'calves out of the midff of the ftally Thar | 
did-chaunt tithe found of the vidlzand tavent'te thems 
felves injtraments of Mufiek3 Vike: David, That drank 
wine in bowls, and-anvintedthemfelves with the chief sii 
oyntments but were mot etieved for the afflittion of Joo lth 
feph.* I fay, if in fuch’ alday as thissunderfuch a | 
fevere and (ore ,vifitation*as this, thou fhaleobe 
found in firch a fpiric and’ ‘temper as chis, (ad and 
deplorable will chy conditién bey 9 | 

For mark 'what thé Lord threatned thofecars 
nal, fefhly, fenfual-rejoycing onés. Therefore now 
foall they go captive, with the firft that» go captive, 
and the banquet of them that “ftretched themfelves 
Shall-be removed, Amos 6. 1. to the 8. verf{. So dan-= 
gerous and highly provoking a fin,’ when the 
prefenc difpenfations of God, together with thine © 

own 


| 
a 
d thy) 
Lins? | 


t thy 
Or 


df 
fore | 
open | 
fuel | 
idige 
din | 
Hous, | 
Nea} 
eevil f 
nest; 

Why 

Wn if 


thente! fl 


if tbe Hh, 


That 1 
‘bets 
drank 
ief 
As | 
uci @ 
Ip-be 
| ahd 


Cit 
¢ 10 
phi 
ie 


dat 


thine 
own 


the PESTILENCE: Si 


own perfonal evils, do call fora mournful frame of 


fpirit, that thes thou fhouldf be fouud in’a {piric 
of carnal merriment and réjoycing. As the Lord 
complained by the Prophet Ifz. Chap. 22.12. In 
that day did the Lord God of Hofts call tn weep- 
ing and mourning, and to baldne{s, and to girding 
with fackeloth ; and bebold joy, and gladnefs, flzy~ 
ing Oxen, and killing Sheep ; eating flelh, azd drink 

ing wine > Let ws eat and drink, for to morrow ws 
fhall dye. 

This they fpake in a (coffing manner, a5 if they 
had faid, our Prophet cells us, that we fhall foon 
be deftroyed, and flain, or carried into captivity 3 
Jet us then be jovial. and merry, as long as we 


‘may. Bue mark, how hainoufly did the Lotd:take 


it ac their hands. © And it wa revealed in mine ears 
by the Loréof Hoffs, Surely this iniquity foall not be 
purged from you, till ye dye, faith the Lord of ‘Hojts. 


‘Meaning that it fhould never be forgiven unto 
them, unle(s they did ceafe from finning. For fo. 


the word till, or untill, in Scripture phra{e 
does ufually hold forth, Gez. 28.15. 2Sam.6, 23. 


‘Mattb. 1,25. 
_ Tfhall add hereunto that in the Prophet. Foe! 


Chap. 2d- where the Prophet fetting forth the ter-° 
riblenels of Gods.approaching Judgements, in the 
12th. verfs he exhortéth them co this repenting, 
and relenting frame of {pirit,,as the only means co 
pacifie the Lords wrath and indignation ,‘ from 


breaking out againft chem, or for the renioval of 
it. Therefore alfo now, faith the. Ford,Turn. ye even 
20 me, with all your beart, and with fafting , and 
hey ME? Weeping , and with mourning : and rent your 
heart, and mot your garments, andtura unto the Lord 
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your God, for he is grations and merciful, fhw ta 
anger,and of great kindne/s, and repenteth him of the hy 0 
evil. So in the 15. verf. Blow the Irnmpet in ¥ pied 
Sion, fardifie 2 fajt, call a folemn affembly, gather | fl th 
the. people  fantifie the Congregation, Sic, Let the | re v1 
Piiefts, the Minifters of the Lord, weep between the yi’ 
Porch andthe Altar ; and let them fay, Spare thy peo- mun: 
ple, O Lord, and give mot thy, berttage to reproach. | ae 
And mark what foilows, Then willthe Lord be jea- | 
lows for bis land, and pity bis people. re nl 
This was that {pirit alfo chat was found in the jjuay) 
people of Nineveh, when deftruction was threate } alte 
ned upon Fonahs preaching, Fouah 53-5265 7> 3» Wil io 
It is faid, they believed God, aud proclaimed a ira 
Faft, and put on fackcloth from the greaceft of Mimi 
them even to che leaft, yea, the King himfelf Mit, 
arofe from his throne, and laid his robe from him, jolt 
and covered him with fackcloth, and fat in afhes 5 fe tn 
and caufed it to be proclaimed, that man and bealt hine | 
Broken 
hat are 
ube 
A Wilh 
Hid yp 
we perifh not ¢ twill 
they turned from their evil way, and God repent- §f {by 
ed of the evil, that hehad faid, chat he would.do Glin,’ 
unto them, and he did ic noc. en 
See what fignal demontftrations were there here,o€ Mhy\y 
the inward forrow and compunétion of their hearts; | 
Ohow will this Example of Nineveh repenting and | 
forrowing for their fins, rife. up in. judgement } 
againit the men of this generation! Lak,.11,.32. 
Where is the covering of fackcloth to. be. feen? | 
Any’ 


J. 
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ie! “Any outward demonftrations of 
in) to be difcerned ? Where can we 
the) foul ehac is deeply affi&ted for its 
th! fore vifitation of the Lord? Are n 
ae) men as proud , and vain 
fm | mow as before ? Is there any crying mightily unto 
tiwh,| God ? Any turning from their ey;] way, or from 
je| the violence that is in their hands ? Do we fee an 

| loofing of the bands of wickednefs ? undoing the 
ithe || heavy burdens ? the letting the oppreffed go free? 
inate|/ and the breaking of every yoke? And where are 
7,8) any bowels of compaflions drawn ont toward the 


arelenting (piric 
fee the mournful 
fins, Under this 
ot men and wo- 
» and carnal, and jovial 


f 


meda}| pOor and needy ? but in vain are al] faftings | and 
et off formal devotions, if thele things are negle@ted, 
im] which are effential as to that acceptable fait which 
tin, |) God hath chofen, Ifa.58. 6,7. See then that yc 
ahe;}/De crué mourners in Sigz » and lec the ience of 
{ball {| thine inquicies work in thee a true contrition, and 
ight brokennefs of heart. Fer the Lord is nigh unto them 
s evil that are of @ broken heart, and faveth fuch as be of a 
unis Comtrate fPirit’ Plal. 38.18. This is the heare that 
midge will heal, P/fat. 147.3. The hearc that he will 
tat Bind up, J/z. 61.1, That Evangelical facrifice which 
s tape will noe defpite, Pfal. 51. 17. 

eat Now to get thy heare melted into this mournful 
uddojiftame. Take thefe helps. 


I, Be looking up unto Chrift, whom by thy fins 
ref thou haft peirced, Zach. 12, 10. 
hatis| 2+ Apply the New Covenant-promifes, for the 
nga taking away of the {tony heare Out met thy flefh, 
eneitw@nd the Lords giving of thee an heart of flefb, 
1 ju PRR-1L.19. and 36.26, | : 
Get afence of the unfpeakable mifery thou 
able unto by reafon of thy fins, Rom. 6.2%, 
G 
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SA The Caufes and Cure of | 
whether it be Pride, Oppreflion, Idolaery, Adul- 
tery, Apoftacy, Curfing, and Swearing , or fuchi 
other of ehofe peftilential fins before mentioned; 
or whether they be lies, railings, {coftings ac Godgal 
people, rotcen {peeches, bedlam paflions,. goods 
ill-gotten, time. ill-fpent,. prophanation of che Fini 
Lords-day. i 
4. Confider alfo, that chy heart hath been the) 9 
Fountain, ‘or racher the Siack, from whence hath| 
iffued many foul ftreams, where all ill hath been} 
forged , all evil words, and. wicked chonghts in- 
sendred, then by the rule of proportion let thy! 
heart be a fountain of forrow for tin. * 
5- Confider the heart of Chrift, he had. nog! ™ 
taken.a heare of flefh, buc for fin; which for thy ak 
fake was filled with that unexpreflible forrow and| tot, 
greif, thac if all che godly forrow. of all the righ ar 
ceous fouls, fromi’ the beginning of the world tap 
the end thereof, in heaven and sin earth., dead ong. 7 
alive, were collected into one heart, they could tt i 
not countervail the depth. of his anguifh. Andy” 
fhall his bleffed foul fall afunder in his bleffedy! 
breaft , affauleeg- with all the wrath of God, andg 0M 
the moft dreadful corments.of Hell >? fhall his foulf\™, lf 
be like a fcorched hearth, and fo preffed with che 
flames of Gods revenging wrath, which wrung) 
from him cthofe bloody drops, and ruful crys. My 
God, my God, why hat thou forfaken me 2 ‘And thallf} 
thy heart be as a ftone within thy breaft, and ne¥ 
ver be moved ? Oh, prodigious hardnefs, and workey™ 
then heachéhith ingraticude! ee 
6. Conlider if thy heare be not wounded here 
in this. world, in fome meafure truly 5 icvfhallll 
heréafter be filled wich fuch endlels horroul a 1) 
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Adu! it would grieve and break ten thoufand. hearts to 
f uch imagine or think of it. Is ic notibetter then, to 
one, ROurn a little here’in this life for fing then toe 
God) have our hearts inlarged to endure to all ecernity, 
a | the extremity of the wrath of God, in the unex- 
ft Preflible horrour of hell ? {Is any man fo fentlefs, 
} to think he fhall ‘go to heaven ina bed of down, 
en the and never be totiched for his fins 2 When Heze- 
hue R2ab, a man of a perfect heart , complained and 
b beet chattered like a Crane, Ifa.33. 14, When David 
ts iy aman after Gods own heart, reared all the day 
let chm long, Pfal. 32. 3. When Fob a perfe& and a juit 
_ man, complained that the Arrows of the Almighty 
ad P| were within him, and that the venome thereof did heh 
for th drink up his f{pirit, Fob 6. 4. Nay when Chrift A La 
owns 2IMfelf, chat holy and juit one, that pure and im- HW 
e tig | macalace Lamb, did fo cry our, in the agony and ff Be, 
aig Pitcernels of his fpirie. nae 
+ 7. Conlider again, that if thou setit this broken f | 
heart into thy. breaft, thou fhaic bring down the 
. Ad glorious fajelty of Heaven, God Almighty with 
bef his Chair of State to fit in thy foul. For he hatha 
a twofold habitation, to wit, heaven,and the humble, iy an 
ig BEATE, Ufa. 57. 15. i ees, ot a 
me | 8. Add hereunto the practife of the Saints of fi mh 
we God, They poured cut tears as men do water out Hi ee 
a of Buckets, I Sam.7,6; Mary Magdalen walhed tilt 
wit \Chrifts feec with her tears, Zxk.7-14, The Pub- fi 4 | 


= = re =. . j 
* er s Ww. TE ee 
Se = mes 
= a oa ne 
— - a 
= = ~ a 


Samiti IE ARR SRR ce ay RON BTR iS Maes 


Loge See 


lican ftrook on his breaft,with aforrowful acknow- 
ledgment of his ‘fins, Luk. 18.13. And {urely, if a 
thy hands and eyes, and congue and-heact have } | 


andl 
d wot 


peen. inftruments of Gods difhonour; the: 
ule of proportion, thou fhouldit have tie 
Be Cay hands, inftrumental demor%. stivns of re 
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Pentance. Thine eyes fountains of tears , and thy | 
ongue uttering, and chy heart fuffering sreif. | 
And if for outward lofles and croffes > thou canst | 
Weep tears, 43 David for his Son Abfalom 2 and 
with what wringing of hands, tearing of hair, bite | 
tercrying,do many exprefs the Inward, and iatol-. 
lerable forrow . and greif of their hearts 2 Thea | 
certainly the lofs of Chrift, and of the.favour of | 
God, which isinfinitely better then Husband, Wife, 
Child, or any the moft defireable ching in-the | 
world, how fhould this break thy heart, and draw | 
tears from thy fou! ? 

Thus having got thy heart melted into this 
mournful frame, out of a deep (ence, and appre. 
henfion of thine'own fins. Then, . 

Secondly, Thou wilt cometo mourn kindly, up. 9%: 
on the accompt of the common fins, and abomins. {Hi 4 
tions of the times, As David in the 119. Palm. ju 
136. verf. Rivers: of waters ( faith he) run domy 4 Huo 
mine eyes, and why? becaufe, they keep not thy law, § ilo 
Or as others read it, Mine eyes suih out with rin fle 
vers of waters, T'weep and fhed abundance of tears, 9" 3 
even for the wickeds fake whom | pity ; and efpe.. | Mar, 3 
cially, for the law of God, which greiveth me co. pti 
the heart to fee violated and broken. So the Pro- jit 
pliet feremy, Oh that my bead ( iaith he) were me} ino 
ters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears > that I might | toke 
weep day and night, for the flain of the Daughter of | Whole 
my people. © that I bad in the wildernels a lodging | | whom 
place of wayfaring men, that I might leave my people | Ine 
and go from them, Why ? what is the matter good — |} st 
Jeremy of this fo {ad and mournful a wih ? and |) Il 
tuat thou wouldft leave thy people, and go from || Mh 
tnem? Why ? there jg caufe and reafon enough, . 


Might || 


I, 
| 
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might he fay. They be all Adulterers, a2 A ffembly of 
treacherous men. And they bend their tongues lake 
their bow for lies: bat they are not ‘valiant for the 
trath upon the earth, for they proceed from evil to evil, 


- and they keow not me, faith the Lord, fer. 9.1, 2,3. 


So deeply was.the fou! of this good Prophet of the 
Lord affected ‘and afflicted , upon the account of 
the publique National abominations, and defile- 
ments. 

In like manner it ‘is faid of righteous and juft 
Lot, that he was vexed with che filthy converfati- 
on of the wicked (meaning the Sodomites, among 
whom he lived.) For that righteous man dwelling 
among them (faith the Texc ) 27 feeing, and hear. 


‘img, vexed bis righteom foul, from day to day, with 


their unlawful deeds, 2 Pet.2.7,8. He lived among 


_ abominable men, that cared neither for right nor 


' reafon, and chis greived and tormented his righte. 


ous foul, as if ic had been upona rack, asthe word 
implies. So it is faid of our deat Lord, that he 
was greived for the hardnels of their hearts, 
Mark. 3.5. But co bringic more clofe tothe pre- 
fent vilitacion of the Lord , and what a {pecial 
prefervative and antidote this gratious qualificas 
tion of foul is for the keeping off, of chis fevere 
ftroke of the Lord :- Look into Ezex-9. even the 
whole Chapter 5 there you {hall find, ct the Man 
who ws cloathed with linnen , which had tire iV riters 
Inckbarz by his fide, was commiffionated from the Lord, 


§) 20 go through the midjt of the City, through the midi of 


Ferufalem, and fet a Mark upon the Foreheads of the 
men that dia figh, andery for all the abominations that 


| were done in the midjt thereof. And after him tollows 
the men, who had che flaughter weapons 11 their 
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hands, and they were to gothrough the City and did 
fitite , and flay utterly old and young , borh i itil 
Maids and little Children, and Women , but nog. jy sided 
co come near any man upon whom was the Mark, . i isd 
God had a remnanc among this wicked and back = Bm itiy, 
fliding generation, and they mutt be firft marked, (oii 
and thele are.defcribed to be fuch, as did figh and [alot 
cry for ali the abominations of the times, and a} Mi iriig 
that time the iniquity of the Houle of Tfrael and rnctye 
Jaush was exceeding great, the Land was full of [auc 
blood, and the City full of perver{nefs, and wha e Mee 
other their abominations were,the Chapter before Wpicht 
doth evidently declare it: ons per 

fn like manner when the Pafgover was to be @teChi 
inftituted was theblood of the Lamb co be a t0- nere Du 
ken to the children of Ifrael upon the houfes were | Biri 
they were, So that the Lord feeing the blood | Fann: 
ehat was {truck upon the door-polts did pafs over “FGoky 
them, and (uffered’ noe the Deltroyer to come in.“ ones.n 
and {mite them, when he {mote the land of Egypt. ! 
ThePlasue was not to come upon the /fraelites 

to deftroy them, Exod.12.12,13,22,23, Well thea, 
wile thou be of the number of Gods marked ones, 
that the Deftroying Angel may pals over thee , 
and the Plague come not ‘upon thee, when God is 
fmiting the land , as now he is,, by the deftroying 
Peitileace ; O fee then that thy heart is broughe 
into this holy frame, to figh and mourn not on- 

y forthine own perfonal evils , but alfo for. the 
crying fins and abominations of the times. But 
furely , if chou can {wim down with the ftream, 
| eS, and hear theholy and precious name’ 
utbonhoured and: blafphemed daily , his 
1 ; Lj 
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and defamed, his Meflengers abufed, and'the way 
of Holinefs reproached, “Orif thou canft behold 


| wickednels. walking up and down with a-bold, 


impudent.forehead, and men and women of a fil- 


“f chy, impure, {potted converfation, and ‘not fhed 


one tear, nor figh andmou:nunder fuch National 


| abominations; furely it argues, thac the grace of. 


faving and found Converfion and Repentance was 
‘never yer effectually wrought in thy foul; if fo, 
thou canft not but mourn under the fence of fin, 
| whether in thy. felf or inany other. The want of 
| which temper and (pirit, in the cafe of the Inceftu- 
fons perfon, made the Apofile Past to reprehend 
the Church of Corinth , telling them, that they 
were puffed up, and had not rather mourned, that 
| be that haddone that deed, might be taken away. from 

among them,1 Cor.5.1,2.Well then if you would be 
Gods marked ones, fee that you be Sions mourning 
Ones, remembring what our dear Lord hath left on 
record, for the abundant {atisfa&ion and.refrefh- 
ment of fuch forrowfulfouls, Bleffed are they that 
mourn » for they fhall be comforted Mat.5. 4. leis 
taken generally for a mourning or forrowing for 
| fin, as it ftands in oppofition with afpiric of jollity. 
| and volupstious living, L#k.16. 19, 25- Such half 
be comforted , they fhall never mifs. of outward 
andinwardcomforts. ‘bey that fow in tears, hall 
reap in joy, Plal.126.5. Their forcow (hall bere. 
§ compenfed .with gladnefs.. For to this end was 
-Carift anointed to his Office of Mediatorfhip ; 
That he might comfort all that mourn, whether up- 


¢@ On the account of fin on the miferies of Sion, To 


eppoint unto them that mournin Sion, to. give unto 
| thems beauty for afbes ; beautiful garmentss goodly 
fps apparrel, 
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apparel, inftead of afhes | which they were wont £0 


itrew upon their heads, and fit inthem when they 
mourned , asa teftification of their exceflive for- 


row and greif, Fob 1. 8. Foneh.3. 6. Mat. 11.21. | 
The oyle of joy for mourning, the garment of | Hi the 


praife for the {pirit of heaviuels ; by which we 
are to underttand, che beautiful, refpleadent , re- 
frefhiag gifts and graces of the {piric of God, 


Heb. 1.9. That they might be called trees of righteouf= | 
nefs, the planting of the Lord that he might be gloria | 


fied, 14, 6%. 2, 3. Odak-crees of righteoufhels, 
trees of the greatelt itrength and duration, by 
waich is meanr, that chofe that are ingrafted into 
Chrift by faith 5 and {ach are all true mourners in 
Sion , they fhall noe only bring foreh fruits of 
righteoufnels, but chey fhall alfo have firme, dura- 

le, and permanent confolation , and ftrength in 
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Chrift. Everlajting joy phall be upon their beads and i 


forrow,-and mourning fhall flee away, Ifa.51.11. 
Secondly, If thy repentance be fiscere, and 
found, and fuch as will ftand thee in ftead in acala- 


micous day ; Ic will thea workin thee a true hatred, I 


and abhorrency of all manner of evil. Fob abhor 
red himfeif, and repented in daft and athes, Fob 42. 
6. “0 in the 40. of ‘Fob and the 4. verfe. Bebold I 
am vile, what foall ¢ anfwer thee; I will lay my 
band upon my mouth, Wo iw me ( faith the Prophet 
Uaiah ) for I am undone , becaufe I am a man of wn- 
clean lips, and I dwell in the midft of 2 people of un. 
clesn lips, Ifa. 6.5. But to come more clofe, as 
to the prefent difpenfacion, and vifitation of the 
Lords: In the 6th. of Ezekiel, The Lord having 
threatned the Peftilence among other his fore de- 
ttroying Judgments, and how the flain fhould fall 
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in the midft of them, He promifech neverthelefs, 
that he will leave a remnant that fhould elcape the 
Sword among the Nations. And how muft this 
remnant be qualified ? What thoughts and appre- 


| henfions thall they have of themfelves, by reafon 
| Of their abominable fins? See the 9. verfe of that 


Chapter, And they that efcape of you ( faith the Lord) 
feall remember me among the Nations, whither they 


| foal be carried Captives; becaufe, Lam broken with 
_ their whorifh heart which bath departed from me ;and 


with their eyes, which goa whoring after their Idols. 
And what follows? They (hall losth shemfelves for the 
evils which they have committed in all their abomina- 
tions. So in the 36. of Ezekiel, {peaking of the 
reftauration of Ifrael , how that he wil! take them 
from among the Heathen, and gather them out of 
all Countries » and bring them into their own 
Land, and fave them from al] their uncleannefles, 


ber your evil ways, and your doings that were not good, 
and all loath your felvesin your own fight, for your 
waiqurives, axa for your abominations. This thall be 


_ the temper and fpirit of the Lords efcaped remnant, 


they fhall loath themfelyes in their own fighe for 
their iniquities, or for all the evils that they have 
committed, as it is: Ezek, 20.43, They thalleven 
achor and deteft chemfelves for their iniquities, 
which will appear fo odious, filthy, and abomina- 
ble in their fight. As the Ifraclites loathed the 


; sf Manna incontempt,counting it bale or vile,in com- 
| 


f the 
ving 


Parifon with other meats, Nuws.25.5.Or as Fobloath- 
ed his own life,when his foul would chufe ftranglin 
and death rather then life, ‘Fob 7.15516, This indis. 


hation or bitter hacredagaintt fin,is made a fruit.or 
ote of true repentance,2Cor.7.11, Now 
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Now foul, examine the foundnels and fincerity 
of thy Repentance hereby. Did the fighs of chy 
fin, ever work in thee a hatred, and abhorrency in 
thy foul againft fin ? Did it-ever make thee to ab- 


hor tly feif in duft and afhes? to loath chy {gif 
in thine own light ? An impenitent perfon may ree | 


frain from fin, but acrue converted, and penicent 
perfon will pate fin. An impenitent perfon, may 
forbare to {wears but a true convert’, feareth az 
aath, Excclef.9,2. A wicked perfon, may abftain 
from fome grofs evils 5 but the godly perfon, will 
abjtain from all appearance of evil, t Theff.5.22, A 


wicked perfon, niay leave fome evil ; but che god- - 


ly, and fuch-as love the Lord will bate evil, Pal. 97. 
ZO. A wicked perfon, may abandon fome evil way; 
bue the truly repencing perfon, bateth every falfe 
way, Plal. 119. 104. A wicked and an impenitence 
perfon, may refrain from telling a lye; but the 


godly and fuch as are truly converted, will bateand — 


abbor lying, ver(.163. A wicked man, may per- 
haps check himfelf for his unclean thoughts; bue 
the godly man, bateth vain thoughts, verf. 113. And 
as\Dzvid in the cafeof a wicked perfon, fo will the 
godly fay upon the account ofall and every fin. 
Dos not I bate them, O Lord, that bate thee ? I :hate 
them with a perfect hatred, Plal. 139.21, 22.. Now 


to work chis hatred, deteftation, and averfion in “| 


thy willagainit fin: Takethefe helps. 
Confider, Firft; Waar fia is in it felf. 
“Secondly, How God is provoked with it, .:, 
__ Phicdly, How thou art burt and prejudiced by 
ie. - 
Firft, Confider then, what fin is in its (elf, 
Sit 11 itspfelf is fouler*then any Fiend or Di- 
. vel 


din 
ter te 

aly 
its fo 
thent 
ty 
betne 
hone 


“@ more, Kev, 21, 8, J 
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vel in Hell ; becaufe, ic made that fo, ag. fireis hot. 
ter then water that is heated, 3 

aly. It is extreamly ill, nothing comés nearer 
it; for take fin in the abftra& , fo irs a greater ill 
then the damnation of amans (oul :' For when two 
ills fight cogether, that which conquers niuft needs 
be the greater. Now when a man hath lain in Hell ten 
thoufaad years he is as far from coming out as every 
for the eternal duration in Hell cannot expiate fin. 

3ly. jeis moft infectious, and therefore compa- 
red toa Leprofie 5 For the firft fin thac peeped into 
the world {tained the beauty of it. No fooner wasfin 
committed by Adam, but the Stars (eemed impure 
in Gods fight : the creatures were al! at variance, 
the earth full of Briars and Thorns. and all things 
fubjected unto the Curfe, 

4ly, de is moft fiichy; and. therefore compared 
to the moft vile things that can be named, Tomen~ 
firnsous rages , To the vomit of Dogs 3 and whereas 
no dirt or filthy thing, can ftain a Sun-beam} fin 
ftains 2 more glorious creature, which is the foul 
of mati, 

Sly. eis of a hellifh nature, thatic draws out, 
and takes into it felf, the. wrath of God, being full 
of curfed confequences. 1. ° Privative , the lofs 

_of Gods favour, the blood of Chrift, the guard of 
Angels, peace of Confcience ; then which, what 
can bemore obnoxious? 2. Pofitive, lt brings 
all mifery {piritual, hardnefs of heart, blindne(s of 
mind, horrour of confcience, de(pair, &c. with all 
temporal loffles and croffes here, and hereafter eter= 
nal corments both of foul and. body ,’in that lake 
which burneth with fice and brim{toné forever 
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Secondly? 
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Secondly , Confider how God is provoked }y Jil 
with ic. ee 
For 4. Each fin is the only objet of Gods infie 9 fii 
nite hatred 5. what infinite of infinises of hatred haft Pa ded 
thon then upon thy foul, with all chy fips, when § ie 
each fin hath the inhnite hatred of God upon ie. liv 
2. Each fin is againft che Majelty of thatdread. |: 
ful God. of Heaven and Earth, who can turn all [pint 
things inco Hell ; may, Heaven aad Hell into no- | 
thing by his word. Now againft this God thou 
finnett'; and what art thou but duft and athes, a jy) 
Jump of filch, and of uncleannefs, and all that is | 
Maughe ?- And what is.chy Life, but a Span, a Bub- | 
ble,aDream, a Shadow of a Dream, and fhall fuch 
Ang offend fuch a dreadful and glorious Maje- 
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3- Every fin ftrikes at the glory of Godspure | 


eye , whica cannot look upon iniquity , Heb, 
1.13. 

4. Sin is that which killed his Son, the leaft fin 
could not be pardoned, bute by Chrifts carrying [irk 
his heart blood co his Father , and Offering 1¢° Wilt, in 
for fin. nitnil 

5: Fach fin is an offence to allhis mercies. This Mili: 
aggravated the finupon Ely, 1Sam.2.29. and up- hiley 
on David,2 Sam.12.8,9. Mercy isthemoft eminent lta 
Attribute of God, and therefore the fin againgt ic yi 
isthe greater. Wich whataggravationsehen are otir [hin 
fins committed in che time of che Gofpel ? hy, to 

Thirdly, Confider how chow are hurt and preju- | 
diced by it. Each fin (I mean unrepented of ) kills 
thy foul , which is better then all the world, Ie 
robs thee of abundance of joy and comfort, and 
will caufe thee co walk heayily in the bitternefs 


and 


the PESTILENCE. 95 


and anguifh of thy foul perhaps all thy days; as 
David and Hezekiah. did. Andhow dréadful was 


| that example of Francis Spira, who after his back- 


fliding lived a while in exquifite horror, and after 
_ diedin defpair? And know, that thine own con- 
“{cience will one day accufe theefor every fin thou 
_liveft wilfully in { though now it feems hid unto 
| thee, and thy confcienceis more then a thonfand 
witneffes. And for the fins which peradventure 
thou now liveft in , and accounteft but petty and 
venial, many poor fouls areat this inftaneburning 
in hell fire. By all which thou mayft clearly fee 
what mifery and hurt does attend on thee conti- 
hually for the fame : And therefore when “any 
bait of Satan, or old companions wouldallure thee 
| to fin, takethis Dilemma Either 1 mutt repent, 
| and then it will bring more forrow, then the plea- 
| fure or profic did good, or, if I repent not, it 
willbe then che damnation of my foul. 

Thefe few things , among many others, may, if 
ferioufly pondered upon, be an effectual means to 
work thy heart to this hatred and deteftation of 


it} fin, anda Joathing of thy felf for the fame, which 


as it will evidence the truth of thy repentance, fo 


6 |. willit bean excellent prefervative againit the now 
.| peltilencial deftroying Sicknefs. Now when che 


| fight and fence of thy fins hath wrought thy foul 


it | €o a kindly mourning and forrowing for the fame 


| beforethe Lord, and that for alikinds and forts of 
| fins, to wit, fey 

| 4. The weaknefles , frailties and pollutions of 
|| thy nature, even thy prone(s andinClinationto fin; 
| for though thefe being -uniconfented unto. are no 

| atual fins, yet are they matter of tne erroms 
| ~~ grie 
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he is fuch a polluted and unclean creature, and {o } 
ape tofallinto all fin, if he be got reftrained and | jo 
prévented by Gods grace. 

2. For the finful aéts and habits of thy. unre- jai 
generate life, with allthe aggravations belonging og te 
to them, 

3. The flips and relapfes of thy moft rege- (jij 
nerate life, and the infinite frailcies and infirmities sb 
chac ftill adhere toic; And thatthy fonlis wrought jij 
alfo to a real hatred and deftation of al} fin, fo | 
that now chou begineft co loath fin, as athing noc Writ 
onely bureful, bue ugly and abominable; afoul | 
and beaftly thing, and that which is moft con= jit! 
trary, not onely co the pure and anfpotted ef iin 
fence and being of God, but alfo contrary to, and piel 
unbefitting the nature and excellency. of a reafon- 
able creature,as man is. [fay when thefe gracions dif> j@iptio 
pofitions of foul, of grief and hatred for fin are (ihe i 
Wroughtin thee, then wilt chou not be afhamed (jou 
froma contrite and woufided heart, to’ make an Tilo 
bumble coateflion and acknowledgement . thereof Win, 
before the face of Almighty God, our heavenly (@iihg 
Father, begsing pardon and forgivenefs for them, (ity 
Thea wile chou own thy felf a vile finnér , who lif, 
haft worthily deferved nis wrath 5 then wile thou Wii; 
make an enmumecation’ of the particular forts of iy; 
thy fins, of which thou knoweft thy felf guilty ¢ (iin. 
Then ‘wilt’ thou ‘aggravate thole fins upon thy isi 
felf, by all che circumftances and heightning. acci~ jij 
dents of them; comprizing all thy unknown and: @ 
unconfeft’ fins under fome {ach penitentiary {peech Bit, 
and exprelfionas that of Davids, Wo can tell bow Bey, 
oft’ be ‘offendeth ? cleanfe thon me from: my” ts La 
asia Lat a iad | ; aults 
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tha fanlts, Pfal.1g.12. And as thou art to confefs unto 
iio) God, and give glory unto him, Fo(.7.19. whom 
‘ad |-thou haft cheifly and principally offended; fo are 

thou commanded alfo ¢o confefs unto men, Fames 
\nte:!| 5.16. Confefs your faults one to another, And that 
igi | for chefe reafons. 

. 1. That fowe may be capable of one. ariothers 
ge prayers. 
litts) 2. Becaufe it maybe our-fins-are fuch as have 
uugot| wajured others, atid then confeflion unto. them, is 
i, lo) the firft degree towards reconciliation, Matth.5.2 4% 
put) Or if they be onely againft God, yet che confeflion 
ifoul | Of them, to the Lords faithful Minifters and Sers 
con! ¥ants, will not be improper , but in fome kind 
deb) |meceffary co fuch as défire thé abfolution and for- 
df givenefs of them, Fane,5.15. 
ion}. 3 Becaufe in finthere is che guile and che core 
nd(:}\fuption, che oneto be pardoned the other cured, 
nae] The firft being confeft.to God to obtain his par« 
anid} on,onghe alfo, if ic have been offenfive and {can+ 
it a dalous co che Conpregation,to beacknowledgedto 
eof them, chat, that expreflion of repentance may make 
veily pAatistaction to. them fortheill example, andavere 


hen, aad deter from fin, whom it had invited to ic. 


nhofAnd furely, the difclofing of the particular ftate 
thoi OF chy finfal fick foul, and adviling with others, 
slp elpecially the Phyficians of the foul, how and by 
ily :]What means a cure miay be wrought 5; how a ra- 
ity pgingtin may be {ubdued, the occafions andtem- 
stciePEations to i¢ avoided, cannot but be very pro- 
infpitable , comfortable and advantageous, as to the 
wofperous conftittition , and healt of thy foul. 
= heceflity of which confeflion and acknowledge- 
Cof fin will further appears not-onely from 
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the practile of David, Pfal.51. 354, Pfal- 325 5 
Ezra Chap.9. 6,7: Nehemiah Chap.9.32.:Job 40, 3 
pf: 1%. 7. Daniel 9..4, 5-.and, other ‘holy men 10 
Scripeure 5 but alfo from fuch exprefs Texts ) 
Scripture as thee , Jf we ‘eonfels our -fins , God ig 
faithful and jut to “forgive us ont fins, and to cleanse 
us fran all one unrighteouf{neff, 1 Jor. 1..9+, Lact 
knowledged my fin unto thee, and mine iniquity bave if 
Luot bid: I faid, I will confefs my transgrefions unto. 
the Lord, and ihe ‘vegavelt the iniquity of my fin.) 
a 32.5 So Prov. 28.13. He fe: covereth bis 

ins {Pall not profper, but who fo confelleth, and-for- 
Saxe them, {hall biave mercy; And this leads me eI % 


the. Third particular, asthac which will evidencem:” 
Won 


ie 


the foundnels and fincerity. of our Repentance. . | 


Thirdly: If thy. Repentance be found, there willl 


be a willing foriaking » and repunciation of all fin,) 


an abjuring of. ail thy former evil. ways, both 4 
of the. fins. .themlelves, .and the occafions™”™ 
which «were, wont. to. bring thee’ co thofe RM | 
1 Theff.5.22+.. For all chy fear and crembling acy’ 
the wrath of Gad tocome for fin, thy, forrow riod Me tat 
fin, thy. hating and loathing of fin, will not. make! tle 
thy Contrition fulland perfect, unlels chy will alfog’™ 


do his pare,and refolve co. forfake and leave it. Forg 
true Contritioh or dying unto fing 1sf{uch.a come! tn 
punction ofvthe heart for the fame, .as is joyned Wi 
with.a purpofe, ‘will, and refolution to Jeavejand ie th 
forfake it. The grations foul will, base every falfe 
way, Pfal. 1.19, 104. and not tolerate or allow it 
felf,. in any: known :evil -or bofome. corruption 
whatloever, Pfal. 18. 23. . Ic wall not fay, a3; 

faid of Zoar, Is it not alittle one ? Gen. 19. 20.5 
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2, O11) er or iat 
bt | teNaaman the Syrian, The Lord pardou thy Servant Ht 
un |) 2 Dis thing, wher I bow down my felf in the. Hof Hi) 
i) OF Kimmon, 2-Kings 5.18. Te will noe account 
Gi j| any fin little, which will bring upon us. the great 4 cee 
thng| Wrath of fo infinite! a Majelty. It knows Lay be- 1 f i 

: 


é 


[x., deives, that the weight even of Tittle fing, agi were ih ; Ae 
» big) Aonalk fands, will finck the thip of our (ouls, as well! Ny Mi 
yy) as Our greater and-groffer fas. That fmall leaks. . Le a 
nn, 30 Shipsjand {mall breechés in Walls being nevlect- | | 
ih ireds will endanger the lofs both of Ships and Cis . is | 
if fm) CHES : And that fuch Tradefmen, as in their accompts “i 3 
new) Fepaed not (mall Canis’, will quickly prove Bank. | | 
dea apa ae 2 
¢, |» Difobedience, thoush in never {6 {mall matters, 
as y eating of an Apple, and gathering a few flicks 
revi }O0 the Sabbath, looking into, and touching of the 
il ayasr ks are yec tn Gods account no (mall mateets; Far Po | 
Doth how feverly hath he punithed al thele, then which | 1 
nine Iwhat can we imagine ivhter ? But gratious fouls 
know, that it i§ not the fmalinefs of the thing, ( 
ehaeleffens either our obedience or difobedience. 
sy oq nue that it is Gods Commandment > that ties to ' 
nig Obedience in leffer things a3 well as in greater, MN 
ij eg watch: Command of his is de(pifed, as well, inthe . 

{ t 
‘conf ne cruly repenting foul , will not allow ie felf in ee ae 
i any knowf fin, though accounted never fo little, Hie eee 
‘i fince the véry leaft are committed againtt fo. greae Bi 
»g} God, ard bring wpon us fo greac.a danger, fe a: eh 
will not exctile, extenuate, mince, or hide fin zs i oe 
Adam, nor caft it off himfelf uponvothers fhould. hy 
4 [ts 33s Saul 1 Sam.15.21. Bue i¢ would willing! ; t i ial ite 
if 2€ divorced and feparated both in {pirit, conve: NOME ‘ae Mi 
vamation, and affeCtion’, fronv. alf aid évery the pol- He ha 
| H 2 lution’. ! il Te 
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lutions, and defilements af fin 5 which if wilfullys if 
and willingly lived in, he knows will expofe: his) 
foul to inevitable ruine and deltrugtion. | 
Confider then, hath the wrath of God Almigh- ajc 

tys and the everlafting wo denounced to all impe.|§ 
nitent finners made chee fear and tremble? Hav hi 
thy tremblings béen feconded with a true anda Gi, 1 
hearty forrow for chy fins 2-Hath thy forrow beensiid 
fuch as hath broughe forth hate and loathing offi, 4 
fin, fo chat fin hath appeared ugly and abominable tir 
unto thee ? Hath there then followedan bumble) i 
confellion, and laying open of thy fins befor Pim ced 
God > bexging pardon and remiflion of them.) 
with a defire tobe rid of chem, and a’real purpofe! 


four 
and refolution, to abandon’ them and forfake 


erty. 


them ? Fhis wil! evidence, that thy fervice of fing, 


hath given up the ghott, and that thor hafta firme) 
refolution of leading a new life, aid returning) 


- . - . ° nt atc 
Unto the Lord with all ehy heart 3 which is the} I she’ 


fourth and Jaft particular to be infifted on, in this) byl (| 
fubje& of found Evangelical repentance. «For... 
What is Repentance indeed, in the true definition| 
of it, but a change of the mind, or a coming to a 
mans {elfapain, toa right under{tanding after aman! in 
hath erred ; confifting, -in a turning of the whole@,,’ 
heare from/Satan and Sia unto God , that is, to} bf 
ferve God in newnefs of Life, becaufe he that lives tenn 
in fin, ferves the Devil, and beloags co his jurife dein 
diftion. bin 
This definition you thall find full and whole in 
Our Saviours words to Saint Paul, when he appeares 
ed to him going co Damafews, A&. 26.13. as Panl a on 
himfelf repouteth them 3 nanicly  7-hae.he would Wi... 
fend bim to the Gentiles, to open sheir eyes, and to we Hi 
twem 


Mins ( 
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fa 


he them from darknefs to light, and from the power of | : ti | 

| Sataz unto God, that they might receive forgivene/s of ie 
fins, and inheritance among them that are fanttified ; a 
| Which\voice Pszl therelaith,he was obedient unto | 
re ‘and thereupon went and fhewed firft cotthe Fews and 
Mithen tothe Gentiles, That they should repent and turn 
i #0 God, and‘do works ‘meet for repentance. So, that Teta? 
| %et) according to the definition, Repentance hath two im " 
i$ | pares, 47 Averfion or turning away from Satan and 
na | Sin, that is the firft; then A onverfion or turning unto bes si 
Will! God by Newnes of Life, chat is the fecond:part : but ag: 


blog proceed. } ( 
chen | ae 


0, 


ie ee a eae eee 


pole ‘Fourthly, The laft thing that will evidence the 
ali fiacerity.of that Repentance, which will be, pre-_ | 
of valent with the Lord , to avert his wrath, and 4 | 
ui quench the fire of his indignation that is broken | 

il oue among us, is,a rettirning unto the Lord with 

WU che heart, Jer.3.12. Return thou back. fliding | 
y thi [frael ( (aith the Lord ) and pg will mot caufe mine — Le 
10 exger to fall upon you, for J am merciful ( faith the | 
MMCerd.) snd I will not keep anzer for ever,. Onely ac~ 
b Etowledge thine iniquity, that tho halt tran{oreffed, 


Mind repent and turn your felves fro all your cran{- a be 

ok weffions (faith the Lord) fo iniquity hall not be your Be buh a 

MyM wine, Ezek. 18.30. Inthe 2. of Foel, the Lord Hy: we | 

thi hreatning the terriblene(s of his Judgements, in en 
! 


jul eferenece co his great Army, how that the Earth 
hould quake before them, and the Heavens fhauld 


oti cemble, the Sun and Moon fhould be dark, and me th Hi iM 
pele Stars fhould withdraw. their fhining ; In, the SM eA 
ful 2. verfe, the Lord exhorteth them to a thorough ME npr! 


ym epentance, as the only means to ftop the currant 2 my { 
wif chis devouring and {weeping Judgment: Tbere= yt 
Hy H 3 fore 
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fore alfo now, ( faith che Lord ). tare ye! ever to me, 


mith all your beart, andmith alting, and with meeps | 
ing, aad with mpyurning. And rent your heart, and| 
mot your garments, and turn unto the Lord your. Gods’ 
for-be 4 gratiow and merciful, flow to anger and of 


“2 
great kindne/s, andrepenteth him of ihe evil. 


ments, ; | 
t. By promife of. temporal Dleflings ,. namer 


And this. Exhorcation is urged by divers Argus ; 
| 
; 


ly, plentiful, fruits of the earth, even to the repa= a) 


ration of all chetr former loffes, by, the Famine, | 
and removal of the Northren Army from, then) 
ver{.18. to 28. ? 

2. OF fpiritual Evangelical Priviledges, where- 
of thofe temporals were bur an imperfec& pledges | 
viz. plentiful pourings out of his (piric:, and. his) 
gifts upon-all fleth, Gentiles.as well’ as Jews, ver.28, 
29, Salvation and deliverance of an elec remnant 
in hisChurch,.after the Lord hath manifelted, by 
dreadful figns, cize cerrour of his conung, verf. 30, 
3,1, 3%. : 

aly. This Exhortation is. urged, by threatning 
of deltruction-againtt. all che opprefling enemies of 


theChurch. Toefe are che blefled fruits Camong iy, 
others) of chae repentance, chat.is, a returning | i 
toto the Lord with all che heart:- Suitable oe | 


which, 1s that of the Prophet Jeremy, If thou wilt \, 


return. O ifrael ( faith che Lord:), return unto mes 


and if thou wilt put away thine abominations out of | im) 


my Sight, then {balt.thim not remove, Jere4. 1. Then 
fhale thou not wander, thou fhale noe go. inte 
exile... Which foregoing places doimply, chae God. 


“18 noe pleafed with thews , or flying thoughts, or 


loofe. putpofes, or half a heart, but requires an 
‘ upright 
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the “upright turning away from evil, and a thorough 
; a convertion to himfeif, and that which is good, and 
| not to idols, or any other vanities whatfoever. 
pied) Daere isa {pecial place to this purpofe, in Dext.4, 

1) 29,39. Tefpeaks of the Lords fcattering of chem 
A among the Nations , and how they fhould be lefe 
few in number among the Heathen , whither the 

Lord thould lead’them ; But if from thence ( faith 
MMP the Lord, by his fervane Mofes’) thow Jbalt feck the 
‘0 Lord thy God, thou fhalt find him, if thou feek bim 
NM with all thy heart, and with all thy foul, When tho 
SN artim tribulation, and all thefe things are come upox 
s.§ thee, even in the latter days, if thou surn unto the 
IE Lord thy God, and fhalt be obedient unto his voice. 
“Og For'the neglet whereof, fee what a bitter com- 
i é | plaint the Lord took up againft J/rael, Amos 4. 6. 
Nee sddy 


Flow hehad given them cleaune/s of teeth, aud want 
“Of bread in all places, and had fent among ihem tbe 
Peftilence after the manner of Egypt, azd bad over= 
thrown fome of them , as be overthrew Sodom and 
| Gomorrah , avd they were as a fire-brand plackt out 
| of the*burning, yet did they not return unto the Lord, 
| But mark what follows 2 Lherefores this mill I do 
| anto thee O [frael | and becaufe J will do this unto 
pthee, prepare to meet thy God. O Lfracl.. And what 
ME did he threaten he would do unto them, for their 
1 obftinacy and incorrigablenels if, they, repented 
Wm not. ? The 2. verfé declaresic. The Lord God bath 
Wh frrorn by bis holineft, that lo, the days {hall come wpor 
Titi) yox,:tbat be will take you away with books aud your 
MINE pofterzty with fifh- books, ‘Whats the meaning of that? 
(UNE underftand, that like as great fithes are pall’d and 
i" drawn up out of the Sea with hooks, fohe would 
Ci }caufe them tobe pulled one of their Land by the 
nti | 
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enemy, how loath and unwilling foever they weré! 
to guitic. Toprevent which, the Lord exhorts | 
themchat they would prepareto meet him wich! 


true convertion, asa {pecial means to appeafe his) 


wrath, snd prevent their ruine. Wohoen Epbrabim } 


was turned, and had repented, how was the hearc 


of the Lord taken withit ? Fer.31 18,19,20. Hof. qv 


11.8.9. Othen what fhalll fay 5. whae arguments | 
fhafl { make ufe of to excite thee, O England , 
toa ({peedy return unto the Lord? fuarely 5 chou 

hait had many gracious invitations in the day of | 


thy profperity and peace; but choy wouldft not | 


hearken thereunto: Many premonitians and fore- 
warnings of this day that is now come upon thee: 
by the mouthes of the Lords faithful Meffengers 
and Servants. 

And upon this account may it’ net be faid of | 
thee as is recorded and declared concerning the 


Lords merciful dealings with his own people, and | 


City of Ferufalem, where he had placed his name 
and worfhip, notwith{tanding cheir great and ma- 


nifold provocations; Tet the LordGod of their Fa | 


thers fent to them by his Meffengers, rifing up betimes 
and fending, becanfe he had compaffion on his peo~ 
ple, and on bis dwelling place. But Cnow how did 
they requite the Lordfor all his kindnefs and lon 

fufferance towards them ?_) they mocked the Meffen- 
gers of Gott, and defpifed his words, and mifufed his 
Prophets, until the wrath of the Lord arofe againit his 
people till there was no remedy, 2.Chroz. 36.45.16, 
No healing, no help, their fores were fo ‘putrified 
and feltred, that they grew incurable, ' As the 


Lordby his Prophet Ifaiab complained, -chap.a. - | 


Verfe 4,6. The whole bead became fick, and thewhole 
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Wey beart faints From the fole of the foot even unto the 
iol) “Bead (from the loweft to the higheit, from che 
Di Beggar.upon the dunghil , to tke King upon the 
it hi! throne ) there was wo foundnefs init, but wounds, 
niin) and bruifes, and putrifying fores , which could not 
‘heat! be bound up, nor mollified with ointment. . The 
0, Hj’ whole body of the Scate and Nation was fo-uni- 
inengh everfally corrupted and depraved, that the Lord 
pla calls them, 4 finful Nation , 2 people laden with 
sto aviquity, a-feed-of evil doers, children that were cor- 
ihy off repters, and fuch as had forfaken the Lord, and pro- 
dio voked the holy one of Ifraelwnto anger, and bad gone 
ding backward. And tells them further , that She was 
they even weary with {miting. and punifhiug of them 3 
eget Why flrould ye be ftricke amy more? ye will revolt 

more and more: Yet fee for all their great and 
fi greivous provoking fins, and that general depra- 
ig vation and corruption that was among all forts, 
age from the highelt to the lowelt of chem , as the 
nme) © 21522,and 23 verfes of that Chapter do clearly de- 


nf monftrate the truth of it; How does the Lord 
io notwithitanding invice them. again to. repen- 
wing) tance, by gracious promifes of pardon, at.d the 
iu beltowing of all goodthingsupon chem? Wah ye, 


diy make youclean, put away the evilof your doings frows 
{long Before mine eyes; ceafe todoevil, learn to do well , 
Minty feck judgement, releivetbe oppreffed, jude the father- 
lim left, plead for the widows intimating wherein they 
iti hould manifeft the fincerity of their repentance, 
1514) and returning unto the Lord: And then mark what: 
rite follows ; Come xomlet us reafon together (faith the 
stein Lord) though your fins be aw fearlet, they foal be as 
yl white as {rows though they be like crémfor, they fhall 
witty Ye wool. If ye be willing and obedient, ye foall 
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106 The Caufes and Cureof | 
eat the: good of the land: “But if ye refufe, antes git 


bel’, ye fhall be devoured with the Sword.” O° the} a” 
great’ indulgence and- forbearance of the Lord | hy 
towards this fo generally depraved | corruptedand | ‘eal 
unreformed a people !° Which is further notably ge 
fet forth in that of the third of Zephany ; Woto an 
her that is filthy and polluted, totbe oppreffing City, |i 
See obeyed nat ‘thevayce : he received wat correcion fhe mls" 


Nie | 


trufted woe in the Lord: She drew not near to ber B'’ 
God, Her Princes withia are voaring lions , ber gum 
Fudges are evening wolves, they gnaw not the bones | wr 
till the morrow. Her Propbets are light and treache- go" 
vous perfons: Her Priefts have polluted the fanduary, | 
they. bave’ done vinlence 9 the law. ‘And. what fol- 
lows? [have cutoff the Nations, their towers are de- 
folate, £ wasde their ftreets waltz that none palfeth by, 
their Cities are deltroyed, (0 tbat there is 10 man, that 
there's noinbabitant, I {aid, S#rely thou wilt fear 
me, thou wilt receive inftraGion ; (thou wilt now 
be warned’ by my judgements upon the Nations 
round about thee ) > their dwelling fhould not be 
_ Cut O's bowfoever J punilbed them, but they rofe early, . 
anacorruptes all their doings. 
The filthy leprofie and contagion of fin had fo 
Overfpread and infefted the whole Nation, where- 
by the bécame’now ripe for deftruétion. And 
thereforedid the Lord woundher with the wound 
ofanenemy, & with the chaftifement of.a cruel one, 
for the multitude of her iniquity, becatuife her fins 
were increafed, Fer.30.14. Andnow the wrath of 
the Lord breaks out, anditcotild not be appeated ; 
Por he brought upon, theemmpe King of the Chaldees, 
who flew ‘their youngmen with the Jmordin the boufe 
of their fantinary, and had’ no compaffion xpon young 
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min or Mmatden, old man orhimthat flooped far’ ages 
be gavethem ‘all into bis band, 2,Chron.26,16,17* 
They wouldnottake example by the judgements of 
God which he executed tipon the heathen round 
about them, and now*God will make then? the ex- 
amples of his fierce indignation and wrath: Pa- 
tientia lefa fit furor. His abufed and worn ott 
patienceis now turnedinto implacable anger; His 
Spirit will notalways ftrive, Gev,6.3, Ferufalem 
had her day, Luk.19.42. God would have gather- 
ed her, but fhe would not, aad now her houfe is left 
unto her défolate, Matth.23.37,38. 

Wilt thou then,jO England, ‘takea view of thy 
fins: and fee whether they'do not equal, if:not o- 
verpafs the fins of that Nation? Are not thy fins 
gtown epidemical, and {pread through the whole 
body-? ‘may it not be faid of thee as of that Nation, 
that the whole Head is fick, and the whole Heart 
faint?Can che Throne plead an exemption from this 


univerfal contagion ? Can thePrince or Peafant,che | 


Nobility or Gentry, the Laick or Ecclefiaftick ? 


Havenot all: forts and degrees of men and women - 
deeply corrupted themfelves, and turned’ afide 


from ‘following ‘the Lord’? When’ did fin and 
tranfgreflion more abound ‘then in this our age 
and generation ? when didict walk up and down 
with'a more impudent and brafen face? when 


| did’ you éver fee Prideto be prouder ? Opprel- 
| fion more oppreffive ? Adultery more adulterous? 


Luxury more luxurious? Cruelty more cruel 2 
Unrighteoufhefs more unrighteous, and all man- 
ner’ of difobedience to' God and his commands, 
more difobedient > -When was 
Prodigality, Swearing, Curfing and Blafpheming, 


ant~ 
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Ranting and Roaring, Atheifm and Epicurifm, | 


more abounding? Wher was there a more pros 
phanation of Geds holy things? a greater pollu- 
tion of his Sanctuary 2? more violence done to his 
Taw 2 a greater contempt ofGodlinefs, under the 
form and outward appearance) of it ? when was 
cheir more f{cofiing at Holinefs, and deriding the 
Spirit of God, and a more open oppofition of 
the pure way and Worfhipof God, then now in 
our days? And wasthere ever a greater Apoftacy 
and falling away from the Faith, even by fuch, 
who once did fhine as ffars in the firmament of 
the Churches Heaven, making fhipwrack of faith 
and agood con(cience, to preferve a little airy 
honour, and a temporary perifhing eftate > And 
how hath the treacherous dealers deale treache- 
coufly 2, and the Brother betrayed and delivered up 
che brother to death,the Fathers the Children, and 
the children rifen up againft their Parents, and.cau= 
fing them to be put to death?according as was fore- 
told by our dear Lord, Vatth.10.21. And ture. 
ly, we may take up the fame doleful lamentation 
and complaint wich the Prophet Ifaiah , namely , 


Thst trath is fallen 17 over ftreets, and equity cannot i 


enter, yea truth faileth, and he that departeth from 
evil maketh himfelf a prey 5 Ila. 59. 14,15, Yea, 
hath noc: wickednefs been eftablifhed by a law 2 
and will nocthat woe be the portion of fome:who 
have decreed unrighteous decrees, and write grie. 
voufnefs Wvhich they have pre(cribed; Zo turna- 


fide the needy from judgement, and to take away the 


right from the poor of Gods people, that widows may 


be their prey, and that they may rab the fatherlefs? 
Ifa. 10.3,2. | 
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And what thall-| fay to the generality of the 
late profelliag people of this generation, when 
Religion was in fathion, and the ready way and 
ftep co preferment ? was it noe made evena {talking 
Horfe, by many to obtaintheir bale finifter', moft 
vileand unworthy ends > How furioufly did many 
drive on Febu-like, under the moft {peciots and 
plaufible pretences'of piety, and doing greatex- 


WA - ploics for God ; €ome' fee my zeal for the Lord, 


breaking down the ‘Images , ‘and’ deftroying the 
Worshippers of Baal, 2 King. 9. :0, and 10. 16, 
19, 26. And all this, but co atcomplifh and 
bring abouc their own ambitious and vainglori- 
ous defignes, the better to getup into the faddle, 
and that the Crown of all earthly glory might 
be fee the fafter and firmer upon their own 
heads ? And when they’had obtained that whigh 
their covetous and ambitious hearts, fo eagerly 
hunted after , inriching themfelves by the fpoil- 
ing and’ impoverifhing of others , what’ a re- 
quiem did they then fing unto their fouls ? what 
atelleby to their earthly fatisfa&ions and content- 
| ments? 

How didthey hung themfelves in their great and 
large territories, and new obtained poffeflions? And 
now farewel Profeflion , Religion , and Confci- 
ence, but asi¢ may be made ferviceable to promote 
and maintain a carnalfelfith intereft and end. And 
it is_lamentable to confider what a vain, fecure, 


/ 9. proud , formal ,’ fathionable, temporizing, felf- 


feeking , felf-admiring , felf-exalting {pirit 5 did 
moftProfeffors then grow into, O > the ha. 
tred variance , emulations > feditions , the 


e | 


debates, envyings, Wraths, ftrifes , backbitings, ~ 


whif- 
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whifperings, {wellings, cumules, grudgings, evil | 


{peakings, rafh and uncharitable cenfurings, and | 
mofunchriftian condemnings of one another, that | 
Was then found among them. | 
O the breakings and rendings, the feparatings | 
and dividings that {prang up froin thefe roots of a, 
bitterne(s, whereby many fincerefouls were trou- | ih 
bled,, and others thereby became greatly defiled. | 
Surely, upona feriousand fad reflection hereon, | 
it may be faid as concerning the Divifions of Res | 
ben, Fudg.5.15. that for thefe things there were | 
great thoughts of heart, great impreflions uponehe | 
(piritgof many chat dideruly and fincenely fear the 
Lord. Nay, whatithallowe, fay to thofe furions, 
blind, zealous, pharifaical. fpirits of thofe times, ’ 
Who ‘did breath out’ threatnings , perfectitions 
and flaughters even againft’the Difciples and fer- 
vanis of the Lord, becanfe they could not con: 
{ciencioufly ( and: noc. fa&tionfly 5 ag they termed 
it ) conform toa publick Directory for worthip, 
or firbmi¢ to ome unwarrantable.and unfcriptirs 
ral impofitions and injan&tions, whereby many 
were calt into Prifons , their goods violently 
taken away, and themfelves and families expofed 
co great mifery 5. neceflity and. want ? ‘So ‘little 
did.appear , and ( muth to be lamented -it is')'fo 
little does fill appear of that wifdom that is.from 
above, thatis pure and peaceable , and: gentle and 
eafieto be entreated, Jam. 3. 17, So littleof that 
{pirit, whofe fruit is demonttrable by its meek- 
nels, gentlenefs.and goodnels, Gal.'5:22. So litele 
of that charity that fuffereth long, andis kind, that | 
envieth notsthat vaunteth not it felf(orisnot rath )and + 
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And, O that I could fay, there was not the fame 
Spiric ftil!, under (everal forms of profeffion, that 
is, lufting co pride,envycenforioufnefs, feparation, 
domination, and perfecution. ’ How violently do 
moft men feek to advance, and fet up their own 
opinion {till ? What a Babel, and confufion of lan- 
guages are there ftill among us 2 Some crying, Lo 


- bere, others, Lo there. “What force and compulfion 


is there ftill exercifed upon Conlcience, to beat 
men as it were into Religion, the certain Mark and 
Character of Antichrift, thac Man of fin, who Sa- 
tan-like, works with all powers., figns, and. lying 
wonders, 2 Thelf.2.9. Whereas Religio dicenda, non 
coercenda, Religion ts to:be taught, and not to be 
forcedly thruft and impofed upon the Contcience. 
When the Scripture tells us, that fervent Charity 
faould cover a' multitude of fins, « Pet. 4.8.  Buta- 
fafs, it is not large and long enough, to cover one 
fin or flip, or perhaps but an infirmity, or weak- 
hefs in a Brother. .When the Scripture tells us: 
We ought to bear one.anothers burtbens , and fo fulfil 
the law of Chrift, Gal. 6.2. And that nothing foould 


be. done through ftrife, or vain-glory, but that in low. 
| finefs of mind, each fhould effeem otbers, better shen 


tbemfelves, Philip. 2.3. When the Scripture tells 
us, Lhat (asthe Elect of God, Gc..).we (hould put 
ot bowels of mercies, kindnefk, bumbleneR of mind, 
meckne{s,long- {uff ering, forbearing one another,and fore 
giving one another, Col. 3.12, 13. And that with all 


| lorpline(s, and meeknefss'&c. we fhauld endeavour to 


B keep the unity of the pirit, in the bond of peace, Eph, 


Te as iat *Gilhe 
When the Scripture tells,us,. That it is a Diorre- 
phes {pirit , to. love to haye the prebeminence in 
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he Church, 3 Epift. Fob .of 9, verfithat is,who out) 4”) 
Of ambition fhall exale himfelf above his fellow [4 
brethren, feeking to Lord it over them, and to ji! 
draw all che. refpe& co himfelf alone, \ Contrary (yw! 
co that of Peter,who forbids the Elders,to be Lords Wiis"! 
over Gods heritage, bat to be Example to the flock, (4! 
a Pet.5.3- And molt difagreeable to the pattern Pym; 
and example of that bleffed Apoftle Pax! himfelf, [y! 
and other the faichful Minifters of Clirift, who in | 
his Epiftle eo che Church of Corizths, declareth, | 
That thee bad not a domingon over their faith , but 
were helpers of their joy, 2 Cor-1.24. And that the 
weapons of their warfare mere not carnal, but mighty yup 
through God, 2 Cor. 10.44 The weapons which they () és 
ufed, by the Gofpel of Chrift to convert men, and. (ii 
to bring them under the Kingdome and obedience: 
of Chrilt, were not carnal, that is, (uch as natural, 
and worldly men are wont co make ufe of; either 
by eloquence or deceit, or by force to bring others 
in fubjection underchem ; but mighty, or powerful 
carough God ,-in moving and convincing of the 
hearts of nen by his Spirit, 4.16.14. Surely,” 
if thefe things were ferioufly laidto heart, we mult 
needs acknowledge that che fins of profefling péo- 
ple; as well ag others, have been highly provok- 
ingunto the Lord, as to the drawing down of this: 
fore vifitation of the Plague among ns, 

‘And this may pue us to filence, that we murmur 

not, and will jutifie che righteoufnels of God in 

the way of his feverity, as he now comes forth 

againft many of his own people. For we bave all 

finned, and come (bart of the glory of God, Rom. 3s 
23, Aud what fays che Lord by the Prophet, Amos. (Giwy) 
All she finmers of my people Pratt dye by the’ fword, Gri, 
| ws 
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Ou. spbich fay, Theevil-foall not overtake’ nor prevent ys? 
‘loa! @Afmos 9.10. Sothe Lord by the Prophet Feremy 
id) complains + For ‘amtong’ my people ave found wicked 
Maly) mem ¢ they lay waite, as; be that: {etteth: {nares they 
Lands | fet atrap, they catch men. Asa Cage ws fullbof birds, 
fuk, fo are their boufes full of deceit’: therefore” they are 
Mtetn | become great, and. waxen\rich. They ate waken fats 
itel, | whey. fhine, they overpals the decds of the wickedythey 
hon Ynidge not the “cause , the caufe of the fatherlefss: yet 
itth, |"they-profper * and the right of the needy-do they nor 


shit | Gmdge. And’ mark what follows ? Shall I aot. vifit’ 


tik) for thefe things, faith the Lord '2 fballnot my forl be 
ighly \avenged ow fuch a Nationa this, Jer. 25. 26,527,285 
they | 29. “And who gave jacob for a fpoil’, and Mrael'to 
nd thesvobbers ? Did nor’ the Lord, be againft whom 
ineliave have finned? “fir they would not walk in his ways, 
ural, “neither were they ebedient unto his lam.' And-confi~ 
ihe der well what follows! Therefore be hath poured 
thers upon bim the fury of his angers: and the ffrength of 
erlil |) battle, aud it bath! fet bim*on fire round about, yet 
the be kiew not, and it burned him, yet-be laid it otto 
teh pwmearty Ifa 4.2024 205. So Feremy the'12. 7. \Ibave 
uk | forfaken mine boule, 7 bave left mine heritage,’ E have 
pio» fi gevenithe'dexrly beloved. of my foil into the bands of 
woke Wher enemies. wee ET 
this And whaeethay we gather from all this’? Sarely 

thus much, That no’ near relations “as'to God§ or 
mut any external ‘priviledges. can’ yeild a protection, 
din pfroni'a fin-deferved corceion. ‘ Remember Lots 
nh Mites Lek. 17.32) Vengeance clofely waits:on dif- 
yi PObedience > Puniihment doth dog impiety. For 
nf pteis caufe many ‘are weak and fickly among you, and 
ins Mary fleep, faith Pazl-to the Church of Corinths, 
wi |) Peakinz- Ofeating and drinking unworthily at. che 
Hid | J Lords 
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Lords. Table, 1.,Cor-,11. 29,30... Gods of purer) 
eyes.then to behold.iniquity, with any approba- 
tion or folleration .as to his own peculiar peaple! 
If his children forfake my law ({peaking of David 
and -his feed, as a ype of Chritt.and the true (pi) 
ritual feed ) aud walk not in my judgments. Uf they 
break, my Statutes, and keep nat my Commandments 3M 
Whae then Gys\ the Lord?) Then sail I vifit, theirl, 
eranforeffion with a rod, and. their imiguity with) { 
firipes, Plal. 89,30., The Lord bath Jaid righteouk Ni q 
nels to. the rule, and waighed his. juftice in a bale) si 
lances and his judgments areright, and in faithful vo ‘1 
nefs he doch afflict, Pial. 119.75... His fertence.13§),. 
paft forth, and ftaids irrevocable :, Lribulatiow and held 
anguiflr upon every faul that doth evil Rom, 209+. Ak Hy 
we fin we (hall {uffer. . How 2? Aut@Deovindicante, ih 
. ut ab ipfo homing. penitente, as one fays, excellent ne 
well; Either fram God revenging, or thémfelves yy 
repentiog. For. be chat repenteth: himfelf of .his Bs 
fins, doth punifh himielf for hissfins. | he 
And now, O ingland, if thou\repent not, keen 
me fay unto thee, as, che Prophet Ifsiah Chap. 24, Mh 
2. to thé men of éhat generation...W hat.wile choy cae 
do now ia:cthe,day of coy vifitationgand inthe de- ‘hei 
folatton thac thal! cone from. far. To whom.wile }."”’ 
thou flee for help,?, and where will ye leave. your! ihn 
glory? O.then bethink thy feif yer’; before it be 4 an 
too late, before the wrath of the Lord break out, * . 
fo chat their wij] be no remedy... O gather-ehy | 
felf together, O. Nation not defffous, beforesthe fui 
Decree bring forth, before the fierce aager.of the i a 
Lord come upon thee, before the whole Land be) ' 
devoured by the fire of his jealonfie, before he foal 
make a fpeedy riddance ofall chat dwelLin theland?|)¥" 
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pure | 
oh | AS the Lord by the Prophet Zephaniah exhorts, 
can | Chap.1.13.Chap:2.1,2. 0 then return unto the Lord 
D a ty God, for bow baft fallen by thine iniquity. Take 
ip) #20 yore words , and turn unto the: Lord, {ay unto 
ih | bim, take away all iniquity, and receive ms graciously, 
imyfeiofea 714.1. Suitable to which is the Churches 
+ the exhortation, Come, and let ws return untae the Lord, 
y wid 9 he hath torn, and he will heal us s he hath init 
eoifhl #22 222 be will bind ms xp, Hofea 6, 1. , 
abi 2 Ais is the way the Lord hitfelf propounds for 
ih tHe removal of his {weeping devouring Judgements, 
Blurn ye, even to me with all your heart, and with 
ngmiating, and with weeping, and with mourning, and 
9 rent your beart, and not your Zarments, and turn nnto 
the Lord your Ged, who knoweth if be will return, and 
| repent, and leave 4 bleffing behind him, Joel 2.1 2,136 
meet che King lay bis tobe from him, and cover hing 
cmwith fackcloch, and fit in afhes ; let mau and beatt 
De covered with fackcloath, let there be fome de- 
\Mmonttrative tokens of a more then ordinary, for- 
Brow and humiliation, for each and every ones fo 
highly provoking fins. Lee all cry mightily ta God, 
ymyea, let them turn every one from his evil may, and 
“trom the violence that is in their hands. Whocanteil 
BP God will turn, and repent, and turn amay from his 
Mlerce- anger | that we perifb not 2? This will move 
Jods repentings towards us, this will divere his 
mrati, fonah 3.and the fatter end, Fer. 31. 20. 
And thac you may not gueftion the truth and cer- 
lainty of ic in the leaft, will you confider, that the 
Word ftands engaged by his unalterable word and 
‘romife to make it eood. If TI jhut up. heaven 
MOD ich he) that there be no rain, &e. Or if I fend 
pettilence among my people: if my people, which are 
| [2 called 
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called by ry aame 5. {ball bamble themfelves andpray| 


‘into thy Palaces, Jer-9. 21, . Yee-know, thac iff}; 
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And 


and feek my face and turn from their wicked mays’ pt 
What then will he do 2, Then will] hear from: heg.wag wis 


ven, and will forgive their fin, and. will heal thei 
land, 2 Chron, 7.13,14. Wherefore let th:- coun) 
fel be acceptable co all, which Banie! g2v2 co ing) 
Nabuchadnezzar..O King break off thy Gns by right emepinil: 
oufnels, and thine iniquittes by fhewing snercy t) te! 
poor, if it may be a. lengthening of thy trangurlity| 
Dan. 4.27. ‘As if he had (aid, If thou wiit tolicw 
the counfel that] ive thee, then there is hope,chail 
God wil! have mercy upon chee, and lengthen tay, 
peace, reft, and profperity.” And if thon wilt 
break off chy fins by righteoufnels, then chou mufl 
not onely loofe the bands of wickednefs, but thou mull du, |0 
undo the beavy burdens alfo, and let the oppreffed gi@ii 
free and break every yoke. Thou muft deal thy breagiy tins 
#0'the hungry, and bring the poor that are caft out to thy lord, 0: 
houfe 5 when thou fee the naked, thow mut covermnt, | 
him, and not bide thy felf from thy own flelh, fa. 584 ni 
6, 7: | 
And furely, if chis counfel’ be timoully accepted Mir |i 
O'people of England! O City of London | chough tupon 
thou haft trefpaffed greivoully againit the Lord, 
and broken the Covenant of thy God, and thesia ,: 
hand of the. Lord is gone out againit chee , andi 
Aeath is come “up into thy Windows , yea, even entredi 


i fra 
realy, 


Th fa 


line ange 
andl, an 
ith, Hi 
wba 0 


} 
wth, We 


| ‘ys, 
he vint 
It V0}, ' 


rthe aff 


A : 
nd wil 
ou rener 
" fr 
tr, fy 


Mle in f 


thou humbleft thy felf and repentelt, there 1 bope inp 
Iirael,.concerniag this thing, Ezra 10,2. And QO, 
that thou mayit know, even in this thy day, the} his, 
things which belong unto thy peace, before chey ily i...) 
are bid front thine eyes. | ) al 
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"ti “And think not that your flying away can fecur® 
“"h) you, his hand knows how to find you our. Wher 
"le ther-canjt thou go from his (birit, or whether can/t thou 
thi) flee from bis prefence, Piat. 139.7. And know af: 
“wht fdaredly, that if chou are ftill an enemy, and a hater 
Ot) of God and gcodnefS, his hand will find thee out, 
M0) Pfal. 21.8. Thine band (hall find out all thine ene. 
‘TMi mies, thy right band foal] find aut thofe that hate thee. 
“ui Lhow foalt make them as a fiery Oven in the time of 
“Olt! thine anger , the Lord fhall {wallow them up in bis 
Wil) “wrath, and the fire foall devour ther. And as Fob 
MN faith, Eis eyes are upon the ways of man, and he feeth 
MMI all his goings. ‘Lhere is no darknefs , nor foadow of 
Omi death, where the workers of iniquity. may bide theme 
nie feloes, Job 34.21,22. And tho gh thou exalt thy 
pie | felf as the Eagle, and though thou [ethy neft among 
wi the (tars, thenee will 7 bring thee dowa, faith the 
wiih Lord, Obad. verf. 4. And know whofoever thou 
ware, though thou ruffleft ic in thy gallantry and 
sll SM pride, if yet thou puts far away from chee the evil 
y day, and caufeft the feat of violence to comeénear, 
vpagethac lieft uponthy bed of Ivory, and ftretches thy 
i holitelf upon thy Couth, and chaunts to the found of 
ie Loiithe viol, and drinks wine in bowls , and anoint 
nd iithy felf wich the cheif oyntments, but greivedt noc 
itt, Mifor the afflictions of Fofeph, that the judgment of 
vn ie God will purfue chee at chy very heels. And if 
y, tulthou répenteft nor,bue thale fill blefschy felfinthy 
‘ipm@ineart, faying, Thou foalt have peace, though thou 
Anwalkelt cn the imaginations of thy own heart, to add 
dy,Wdrunkennefs to thirft: Ihe Lord will not {pare thee, 
fone WR 2 then the anger of the Lord, and his jealoufie foal 
B aoke again? thee, and all the cures thatare written 
‘Mite the Book of God, fhall lye upon thee,.and the Lord 
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feall blot out thy name from under heaven, Deut.29, ! 
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The Third fpiritual Receit, 


| 


When in the confcionable ufe of the farmer / 
means, thon findeft chat this bitter pill or potion of papidi 
Repentance,hach begun co operate upon thy hearty (ard 
fo as’to caufe it co melt and mouraikindly before the Mil: 
Lord; thenin the next place, take a good draughe | 
of Faith in the blood of Chrift, and pue therein Myre 
alfo a good quantity of Beleif, in the Power, faich- ito 
fylnef$, and promiles of God in Chrift. This ts ho 
through the blefling of God, will make this bite | 
ter pill to work ftrongly and effectually, to the My 
expelling of all thofe virulent, obnoxious, and event 
malignant humours. that.are fuch great enemies & 
co 2 healthful and found conttitution of fon) and fi, 
body which if unexpelled, that chey grow cofome 
head and ftreagth, they will have a very ftrong in- 
fluence upon thy fpirits, to contract this fore Pe- 
ftilential diftemper, to the endangering oftentimess| 
of thelofs, and rnine of the whole man, foul, aud Bi 
body to all eternicy. ie 


itt th 


Fit, Then this Faith in the blood of Chrift , 
rightly applyed unto thy foul, is and hath been aii 
always 2 very foveraign Receit , and a precious il, 
Antidote to expell, 

r. All the fiery affaules of Satan. 

2.. The venome and malignity of fin. i; 
» And therefore, among all the feveral choife | 
peices of our fpiricual Armary’, laid down in the Win. 
6th. of the Ephefians: This is recommended, as ia 
the moft choile and prinsipal. peice among: them. | teh 

ais 
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a al Aboveall, taking the fheild of faith, wherewith 
ye foal be able ty quench all the fiery darts of the 
“wicked. Some tranflate it (iv all) as if he had faid, 
}invall things’ whatfoever you do, fee that you ufe 
ithe fheild of faiths (to all) asif he had faid, co all 
Mt other Graces 4dd this ; ( above all\' which is more 
m i emphatical., for hereby all. che imperfections of 
tony! ge reft of cle Armes are covered, and we are beft 
i defended againft all the fiery darts, and affaults of 
light) Satan, that is, his poyfonovs darts : which by their 
Fa] | venome inflame the foul, The Apoltle allades to 
‘| the cuftome of old, in times of any who by their 
ith WV aares fhot fire ; or elle, when they dipped the 
Shit Heads of theit arrows in poifon, and {hot them at 
‘tht ¢heit enemies , they even fired their flefh: To 
hill prevent-which, it is aid, that the Souldiers made 
Km chem large fheilds of raw Neati-leather, which 
il and might cover the whole body, fo that when the 
fo fiery venemous darts lighted upon them, they 
Kili were prefently queriched, All which agrees well 
(hell with the nature of Satans temptations , which as 
ili Poifon and firey do wound and pierce the fou), 
laa they be not topped and quenched by the fheild 
Of faith, when they hit upon ic. 
hil So inthe r Pet. 5.8. The Apoftle dire&ts to the 
idetifimaking ufe of this moft excellent peice of a Chri- 
wwii tians armour of proof, {peaking of our adverfary 
thé Devil, who asa roaring. Lion walketh about, 
eeking whom. { :¢ may devour ; This cotinfel he 
sives, That we refit him fredfaftly i inthe faith. Ree 
choilfh aft the Devil (faith Fames ) and be will flee from yas, 
in tifam. 4.7. Refit him, when he tempteth and 
dd, deuticeth ‘thee to fullfil thy flefhly tufts, and to feek 
heal ter che freindfhip of the world.’ And he will 
Al 1 4 flee 
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Hee from. thee, he will run aways if-thou with! 
ftand him, oppole him, and fee thy felf, as ic were, 
ta battle array again{t him 5 chou wile. find hirteas: 
very.a coward, a$ ever any that handled a wea-| 
pon; thou wile make him run away prefenthy, 
But that you may refit him and ¢oil him, yout) 
mult be Cure to refit him and chat ftedfatily in} 
the faich ; if you make ufe of this weapon, he| 
will never be able co encounter with you: Faith? 
will foil him. By this weapon, the Saints always’ 
overcame him, Rev.12. 11. And they overcame bin 
by the blood of: the Lamb... And how by che bloed| 
of the Lamb » Saran will tellchee.chou arta vile; | 
hithy, polluted, and abominable wretch 3 agreac| 
and hainous finner : but faith in the blood of, 
Chrift will tell him , thar Chrift Jefus came inte 
the world to fave finners ; yea} the greatelt andy| 
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cheifelt of linners, Zim. 1, 15» And that God | lempte 
bath fet bim forth to bea Propitiation through faith ims ten 
in bis bload for the remiffion of finssiom.3-25+ And (ingne 
though thou art naturally unclean, and haft cons J hay, | 
traced much deflement by reafon of fin; yet.chae in, th 
Chrift hath loved thee, and walhed thee from thy fins, Bi jy 
a” bis own blood, Rey. 1.5. That in bim thou hat Givin) 
redemption through his blood, even the forgivenefs of Buih 
fing, Col: 1.14. bape th 
Satan will tell.chee, thou haft broken the Laws Bayle, 
and incurred Gods anger, wrath, hell, and eternal; Hix, 
damnation ; Faich will cell him, chat Chrift hath W bony 
perfectly fulfilled the Law , fatisfied. divine juttice 5 Ay entic 
taken away che curfe, and freed thee from CON= Fly 


demnation, Rom. 8. 1, and that Jefus Chrift by’ ij 
his blood hath pacified Gods anger towards thee, ffi 
fiom. 302¢. Faith will cel him, thou.are not uns» | 


der 
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U Wh ger-ethe Law now ,.and fo-not under the Curfe + 
‘Wie and that though the Law does pronounce thee ac- 
M4 cured for. the breach of ity-yee Chrift hath re- 
‘Nte) deemed thee froay the curfe of the Law > being 
Nj) made a curfe for us, Gel.3.10,13.° Satan will cell 
jl tell chee ftill chou are unrighteous, and the unrigh- 
tly) “teous fhallnot inherit the Kingdom of God ;. but 
", it) faithwill cell him’, chac thou art wathed, that thou 
Faiths are fanGified, that -rhou are juftified , inthe 
lay), name of the Lord Jefus, and by the Spiric of God, 
me bin) i:Gor.6.11.) And that Chrift was made fin for 
blood: us, who knew n9 fin. that we might be made 
lavigh the righteoufnets of Godin him ee aS 
1greul And as he was made fin, (0 ofGod alfois he made 
dof Mineo us Wildom, and Righteouthefs, and Sancti= 
ne nif eation., and Redemption. » Does’ Satan tempt 
el all thee eo evil 2. Faith will cell him > that he fo 
Gil Cempted Chrift, but Chrift vanquithed him in all 
jai his cempttaions , Mat.4. And wé. are more then 
ys And L onguerors through Chrit that hath loved us, Rom. 
con 8.37. Does he yet tempt thee to be proud? tell 
eth him, chat God refiffeth the proud , but giveth grace 
thy full £00 the bumble, 1 Pet. 55.. Does he tempt thee to 
iu lit Paflion >? cell him, that the wrath of man worketh 
alii) 40k the righteoufnels of Ged; Jam.1.20,. Does he 
j tempt thee co uncleanefs ? tell him, thy body isthe 
Lin temple of the Holy Ghott,. and. chou art not thine 
cml) On, butare bought with a price, and therefore 
(tai thou mutt. glorifie Godin chy body, andin thy {pi- 
ulin 14€ Which.is Gods, 1 Cor.6. 19,20. 
no. Does he tempt thee to bea fervant of men ? tel]. 
te him ‘thou art bought with a Price, and fo freed 
stim from thae fervicude, 1 Gor.7.23,° would he have 


ot thee co pleafemen ? tell him, if yet thou fhould 
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pleafe men, thou; fhould& nor be the fervant of | 
Chrift,Gal.1.10, Does'ha tempt theeto chelove | 
of the world? tell -him,!chacif axy mgn love the | 
world, the love of the Fatheris nit in bim, 1 Foh.2. 

15. Does he temptoch€e to an indifferent, lakes | 
warai {pititin the things of God? tell him) that 

the Lord teltifies againit fuch a {pirie 5 that is’| 
neither hoc nor cold, that he will fpue it out of | 
his mouth, Rev 3.16. sDoeshe tempe thee to fall | 


away, draw back and renounce thy profeflion ; tell | 


hin, that tuch, as (0 faliy away , fhall noe be re- 


newed again unto repentance Seeing they crucifie | 


tthemfelves the Son of God afrefh , and put bim to 
an open foame, Heb.6,6, Andthat if any man draws 
back, theLord will have no pleafiire in him, Heb. 
10.38. You fee what a mott excellent weapon this 
fheitd of Faith is to repel the temptations and af- 
faulesof Satan upon’ all accounts. 

Secondly, Aaditis of like force and efficacy to 
expel the venome and malisnity of “fin. Are thou 
ftang withic at any time; look up by faith unto 
the brazen Serpent,there’s healing, Namb,21.9.Are 
thy fins of a fcarlet dye?» Faith in his bloodcan 
make them as whice.as {new ; arethey red like crim- 
fon? ic will make them as wool, Ifa. 1.18. Arte 
chey may and multiplied tran{greffions > Faith will 
tell chee,chat where'fin hath abounded,there grace 
hath much more abounded; thet as fin hath reig- 
ned unco death, even fo might grace reign through 
righteoufnefs unto eternal life by Jefus Chrift our 
Lord, Rom.5.20;21. ‘Haft chou abundantly | fin- 
ned ? this faith will cell chee , that God’ will ‘as 
bundantly pardon. (hé, will multiply pardons, Ifa. 
55-7.) *Dolt chou, fear the reigning, domineering 
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| power of fin? This faith will affure thee, That fin 


fhalf noe have dominion over thee, for that chou are 


| Moe under che law,but under grace,Rom.6.14, Doft 


| thou yet fear that thy fins thall ftand othe’ file 


|. and that God will remember thine fiiquity ? this 


| faith in Chrifts blood will affure thee, chathe wil] 
bloc ouc.thy tranfgreflions for hisown name fake, 
and will noc remember? thy fins, Ifa.43,25. 

But perhaps thou art afraid of Death, and of 
the power of the Grayes this Faith will allure 


(taken out, chat Chrift hath ranfomed thee from 
| the power of the grave, and hath redeemed thee 
from death, that he is deaths plague, andthegraves 
| deftruGion, Iz. 25.8. Hof. 13.14, 1 Core15.54. 
So that we may triamphantly fay, Who fball lay 
| any thing to the charge of Gods ele ? itis God that 
jerifieth. Whois hethat condemneih 2 it is Chrift 
that died , yea rather that is rifen again. \pbo is 
| @vex at the right band of God, who alfa maketh in- 
Who fhall feparare us from the love 
of Chrift ? (ball tribulation. or diftrefs, or perfecuti- 
| 9% 5 or famine , or nakednefs 5 or peril, er fword ? 
| Nay the gracious beleiving fouls may be perfwa- 
ded, that xcither death, nor life, nor Angels, nor prin- 
Ctpalities, nov powerss northings prefent, nor things 
| 79 come, nor height, nordepth, nor any other creature 
Srall.be able to Separate them from the love of God 
which is im Chrift Fefus their Lord's Rom. 8. and 
fome of the laft verfés thereof. Wile thou not then 
| fearthis. fevere ftroke of Gods vifitation. O get 


(More of the blood of {prinkling onthy foul , this 


i fpeaketh better things then the blood of Abel. 
Fhe blood ‘of the Pafchal. Lamb wasico be ftrook 
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on che two fide pofts, and on the upper doorpoft 
of. the houfes of the children of Lfrael,, when God | 
dtd intend to {mite che firft-born in theland of | 


Egypt, andh-execute his judgement againft all che’ | 


Egyptian gods, and faith the Lord, When'T {ee the 
the. bliod I will pafs over you, meaning the chil= | 


dren of Ifrael , and the Plague fholl not be upon 
youe.to deltroy you, whenl {mite the Land, of Egypt. 
What did this typifie and hold forth; bue Chrift | 
the crue Paffover or Pafchal Lamb,whole blood be-’ 
{prinkling the confcience,cleanfech us from all fing 
and delivereth: us from the ftroke, of the deftroying 
Angel, even from wrath to come, ‘1 Jobmt..7. 
r Lheff.. 1.10. 

See then that thou-exercife thy felf continu- 
ally in chat onely heaven upon earth , and {weetelt 
fanctuary toa hunted, troubled ond afflicted foul, 


Zhe life of Faith, in reference.to.thy Salvation, | 


Sanctification and Prefervation.. As-to thy Salvati- 
oz; Lee che cruly-humbledfoul, grieved and grao- 
ning uoder the heavy weight and burden of fin, 
throw itfelfinto the meritorious and merciful arms. 
of Jelus Carill, wounded, broken and bleeding 
upon the Crofs, and there let ic hold and hideit (elf 
for ever, in full aflurance.of eternal life, by vercue® 
of that promife, Fob.3.36. He that beleiveth on the 
Son hath eyerlafting life. 

2. As to. thy Sandification ; 
thy Faith, the fountain, root and heare, as it 
were, from which all thing ether Gracesf{pring, 


inlife and vigour, chou,wilt pray morecomfor=-— } 


tably, be more couragionfly patient,hear the Word. 
morefaithfully, receive Chrifts Ordinance of Brea-. 
king. bread more joyfully fpend the Lords day more 
| | delight- 
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delightfully , confer more chearfully 5: meditate 
more heavenly, and walk-in all the ways of new 
obedience , with more ftrength andiconquett over 
corruptions. For ordinarily every one fhali find 
the exercife of other: graces, to be comfortable 
or cold , according to che livelinefs, or janguifh- 
ing of his faich. 

» 3+ Asto thy: Prefervation’ both teniporaland 
{piritual, sin croffes , afli@ions; and all Gods 
outward angry vifitation,, ler chy Faich be exer= 
cifed in the power of “fach »Promifés as the, 
Pfa: 89, 333: and 50.153. Heb. 12. Oe 7 ES aK 
I T hef, 3.3: 1 Tim. 2.11, AG. 14.22. Lak. Or BR 
Ha 63.9. 

Secondly. A&Faithin che power, abilicy . ail- 
fufficiency, and omnipotency of God, Power can 
do much >but omnipotency can do-all; and is a= 
boveall- He is able co:do whatfoever he pleaferh, 
Pfa.115. 3. He # wiferin heart, and mighty in 
Bresgth; who hath hardened himfelf againft him, and 
hath pro{pered? ob 904. The Angels, which excel 
in ftrengchare at hiscommand, P/a. 104, 4. and 
fubject unto Chrift, 1 Per. 3..22,. The Devils ap~ 
prehending the. power of Gods detremble, Jam. 2.1 9- 

j Allthe power chat men’and devils have, itis given 
| them from above, oh.19..11/And for other crea~ 
tures, he faith to the deep be dry 5 dfas 44-27. He 
commands the earth and it opens her mouth, Nam. 
16+ 30, 31. The confideration of whofe mighty 
power, made the Pfalmift thus to break forth + 0 
Lord God of Hofts,who ts a rong Lord, like antothees 
orto thy faithfulne[s round about thee ? Thowrulel? the 

© AN 

5 raging of the Sea, Wwhenthe waves thereof arifes thos 
| Filleft shemsthon haft brokenRahab in.peices,as sne that 
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ts lain, thou haft {cattered thine enemies with thy, 


trong arm;Thou haft amighty arm, firong ts thy handy | 
and high is thy right bana » Pla, 89. $595 10,13, 
At his wrath the ear'h foall tremble, and the Na-| 
tions foall mot be able to abide his indignation 5 Jer. 
Io. 106, 
«Beware then how we call into queftion the j 
power and all-fufficiency of Gods How we fpeak | 
again(tGody This. was the fin of the J/-aelites, | 
and ic was highly provoking unto the Lord. Its | 
faid they fpake again’ God and faid ; Can God | 
furnifoaT ablein the Wildepnefs ? Bebola be [mote | 
therock, that the waters gufhed out , anathe (Preams | 
overflowed , can he give bread alfo? can he provide | 
flefo fer bis people? therefore'the Lord heard ‘this, 
and was Wrath, Pla. 88. 19,20,21. ALofes alfos 
he falls expoftulating the cafe with God, The 
people among ff whom I am’ (faith he) are fix hun- 
dred thonland footmen, ava thou haft [aid 5 1 will 
givethem ficfe , that they may eat a whole moneth; 
Shall the Flocks and the Heards be flain for them, 
to fuffice them 2 on foall all the Fifh of the Seca be 
‘gathered together forthem, to fuffice them ? And 
what Arpumenr does rhe Lord ufé to convince 


. 4 > s | \f} » 
Mofes of biscarnal, if nocincredulous reafonings, 9." 


‘Bat this ; Js the Lords hand waxed fbort ? thou 


fhale fee now whether my word fhall come topafs 4"? 


untothee or not 5 Numb. 1. 21,22, 23. And the * 


Lord rained flefo upon them ix duff , and feathered 4 , 


Fowles like as the fand of the Sea, though it was 
sivenas a great judgement unto them, fa. 38. 
27. The fame Argument does the Lord make ufe 
of; when hefalls a reafoning wich his people the — 
Jews; upon the account of their dereliction or 
‘ | : rejecti- 
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it ty rejection, and that they might yet have found ii i 
nha geound of hope fill of their reftauration, though CAR fit, 
ion, they had fold chemfelves for their iniquities, and ia | Ri 
Wn gould not produce any Bill of Divorcement of the + } 
iy|n)) Lords putting of chem aways in 1/50, 2. Js ck } 
| my band foortued at all, that itcannot\nedeem ? @y iid : 
on tht! wave no power todeliver.? Beholds at my rebuke I 4 } i 
chyll! ary wp the Seas 1 make the Rivers.a Wildernefs > iif paw & 
ale | their Fifh flinckethbecanfe there is no-watey 5 and ni 
ide teh Meethe for thir ft. ! cloath the Heavens mith blacknefs, ay | ; 
n Gall anal make, fack-¢leththeir covering : SO Vf/a.59.1. Hidig: 2) 
© hit | Behold the Lords hard is net foortned 5 that it cannot . 
bint [ave s.nerther his ear beavy that it ccnnot bear’ if , 4 
wit WWhich may be an excellence fupport to our. faith. . 
Ligh 2Et thy. Faith. chea be exercHed in theomighty | 
pio BOWwEE Of God, inthele following particilar cafes ba | 
qh and feafons. in ie 
ley + A> tithes. of grear. difficulties -and fireights- ae 
"M2 In times.of fore fickneffes. | | 
! pil oe ; 3 
wth Se -Lastings of great finning, \ 
‘thn 242, 48 tumes of Worlhipping and Serving the . 
On | cake 
td | so Se 40. times of great {offering for the Lord. : 


uM nings 5 The-Lord {mote the Rock 3.and gave aye} 
(eR svarer in abundance, but.can) he now furnifh a ef 
AON table in mI 
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refrefhments > and the Lord {mote the Rock in a| 
ftrange , miraculous, and unexpected way , and | 


the Waters gufhed our, and che ftreams over-flows | 


ed's. J had comfortable fupplies for foul and} 


body , and chat inca plentiful manner. ‘But can @ 
he now help me im my ‘ftreights ; and fupply my t 
neceffities’? now all conduit pipes are cut off, § 
and all vifible means’o! fupplies and -fupports are | 
takenaway , Taxes are multiplied and increafed, | 
our Trade is gone, the’Gencry. gone, and fuch ji 
as gave lifeand being chereunto, havelaid afide, Ming 
and berook themfelves toa retired-life 3 many 

gone beyond the Seasy becaufe they could not | 
follow their callings ; and be fuffered to enjoy 

rhe freedom of rheir conf{Ciencestoo-3 God hath 
{mitten fome of my dear friends or velations, who | 
were inftruments in hishand of my comfortable 


fuftentation and fupporration sand now 5° my fy (u 


Wife, and Children, begin to ftare me in the 
face , to fob and fish)and I have mot'wherewich Bip 
to réleive'rhem; Theiiphc and choughts of chefe hy; 
things do even break my heare , and wound my Wi, 
very bowels: within’ me's What fhali Ido ? what 


courfe fhall take fora livelihood ?: Methinks I | Hb in 


hear fach’ doleful” complaints: among thoufands 
deftreffed Familiesin the City atcthis cime. Is'tt 
hot atime and feafonthen to be ading faith ia 


the mighty power “and: providence of God ? (8 \,, 


Surely ‘ic isan eafie matter'cto truft God , when 
we have Meal in’ che Barrel, and Oy! in the 


Crufe 5°and Money in‘our Purfe ; but wile chow My, 


cruftGod , andrelyupon his power; in the want * 
and: abfence ofall; As the Prophet’ Habakksk 5 


when the Fig-tree did not bloffom, nor fruit ie 
Fl 


the PESTILENCE: 129 


‘al ibe found in ‘the Vines 5 when the labour of the 
tl Olive did fail, and the Field did yeild no meats 
ial eden the Flocks were cut off from the fold, and 
‘ail there were no Herd in the ftall, when there was an 
Lai aecer confamption and deprivation of all things; 
htieben to be rejoycing in the Lord, and joying in 
I Of} the God of our falvation. Thento fay, the Lord 
sueliag’ my ftrength, and he'will make me to walk on 
wkifismy high places. Then to fay ¢ie Lord is my thep- 
| oc herd, | fhafl not wane 5.as Davidjand though I walk 
di) through che valley of the fhadow of death, I will 
muy fear no evil 3 for chon arc with me, thy rod’and 
d nthy ftaff they comfore me, Pfzl, 22. chen to live 


oy beleivingly 5 truftingly , and dependingly: upon— 


uth God. 

whit This isa high A-of Faith in the P ower of ‘God: 
tabi And O that t could minifter a word of fuppore unto 
s npehy foul in fuch’a condicion's Welljbesnot faithlets, 
othhibut beleiving; live ftill in che faith of the all-fuf- 
mii ficiency of God: That his hand is not fhortned; 
thetithae it cannoe help; neither his ear heavy, that. re 
dy icannot hear; there’s no diminution of his power, 
wat ioris there any unwillingnefs in God to hear and 
ks help ina time of need : Wherefore fhould T fesr 
fa lin the days of evil (faith the Plalmilt) wher: the 
WiMiniquity of my heels fhall compafs me about 5 Pial, 
(himiag. 5. , 

i So fay thou, chou poor, doubting, and difpond- 
wietming fou}, Why thould I fear in this evil day ? way 
jte@fhould I diftruf thac God, ‘and doubt of his 
thi Power and all-fufficiency to help me now y who 
watmhath fed me, and cloathed me, and fuftained me all 
ihe days of my life’? Why fiould T noc be calting 
imy care upon him, who ek not only sesuahit cs 
pea ar ut 
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130 The Caufes and Cure.of : 
but is able alfo to take care of me? 4 Pete Sg) 
Why do I not caft my burden upon the Lord, wha 
hath gracioufly promifed’ (and he is able alfo) #) 
fuftain, me, and will never fuffer the righteous to b) 
moved ? Pfal.55.22.. This was.a great itay and fap. 
port to Abrabams faith, wien God promifed tc 
make him a Father of may Nations ; He:confiderec 
not the. deadnefs of his owm body , being about 
109. years old, northe deadaefs of Sarai’s womb| 
He flaggered not at the promile of .Godthrougt| 
unbeleify but was ftrong in, faith. giviag glory ec 
God); and being fully perfwaded, that what hi 
had promifed, be was able alfo to performs. Markl 
I pray you, he did not. only beleive the promife,) 
but the abilicy of God alfo, he fixt his faith in. the 
power and all-fuficiency of God, Rom, 4, 19, 20. 
21.1 He was afluved, shac God was as_able, as he 
was faithful in. che performance of his. promife, 
God had faid unto him, bue a little before, Abram 
Lam the Almighty God, walk, beforeme, and be thow 
perfed; andnow. Abram would not queftion ic, in 
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the leaft, he knew his grace was all-fufficient forg.., 


him, and that his ftreageh could be perfected in 
his weaknels. 


As che Lord told Paxt in another cafe, 2 (ordi 
$29, And has left ic for ever upon record, as aly; 
moft precious cordial of comfort, to refreth andiy) :, 
fupport the moft faiucy, diftreffed, and difconfo=), 
late foul : To wit, When the poor and needy feel, 


water, and there is none, and.their tongue faileth for 


abinft, I the Lord will bear them, the God of Ifraelyy, 


will not forfske them ; Andthat they may not chink 


he wants power co perform what he hath, pros, 


mifed (faith he) J will open rivers in high places 
ane 


| 
a 


u i 
v | 
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i and fountains inthe midft of the values & J will 
i make the wildernefs a pool of water, and the ary 
") and forings of water, Ila. 416 17,18, tg. °° 
vi b| Surely, this promife is very applicable to’ poor, 
hip needy, thirfty, hungry fouls, upon the accompt of 
‘dll temporal or {piritual refrefhmenc. And the Saints 
ltk@haye beleived: ic : Though I walk (faith David ) 
tlie the midft of trouble, thon wilt revive me, thourwilt 
"I Gretch forth thine hand againft the wrath of mine 
pememies, and thy right band fhall fave me, Pfal. 138. 
an 47, Tea, though I walk through the valley of the fhad- 
Mil Mow of death, ( though I fhouldbe in the moft dark, 
Niiifmal’ and unconifortable condition) yet I will 
oni pear no,evil, thou art with me, thy prefence-fhall fup- 
Wart me, thy rod, and thy ftaffe, they fhall comfort mes 
Ny Ofal. 23.4. Lbough he flay me (faith Fob) yet will 
COM traft.in bim: I will maintain mine own ways bes 
‘litore bim. He alfa foall be my falvation, Job, 
Av 2. 15, 
Dei Seer kon the enemies of God are high, and the 
MM hurch of Chrift very low.:O this acing of faith 
thn the power of God is of great ule. O God, 
cl om long fball the adverfary reproach, fhall the ememzy 
\Plafpheme thy name for ever ? Why withdraweft 
9) bow thy band ,. even thy right band (and thats the 
il, Sand of power and ftrength furely ) pluck it ont 
tif thy bofome, For God is my King of old ( confider 
owe I prayyou ) working falvation in the midft of the 
d) Marth. Tbow didjt divide the Ses by thy ftrength : 
ld Mou -breake/t the beads of the Dragons in the waters, 


—. 


(YE Bow brake(t the beads of Leviathan in peices, and 
ae te * ee ’ , 
Lui avelt bin to be meat to the people inhabiting the wil- 


b Mideraefs. Thon didft clean the fountain and the floud: 
pl hou driedit up mighty rivers, Plal. 74. To, 115125 
pi K 2 | 335 
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13> 145 15+ (What cannot’the Lord do; when t i, 
hath a purpofe to fave his people, and co deltrom 
his enemies? Thy wisy, O God, is in'the [aitiuary a, , 
who is fo great 2 god as our God? Thou art the Go 
tbat dof? wonders: thin halt deelaved thy renga - 
among the people. Thx hal with thine arm'redeemm |’ 
ed thy people, the Ssus of facob and Jofeph, Pfam? 
7713, 145156 \ Wilt thou not revive us again, that Hi, 
perple may rejoyce ta thee, Plat’ 85, 6. This raile) i 


TS ee 2 pes, —o 
« 


up che Churches hopes, i the ftoriny and tenpulp | 
ftuous times. of perfecutian ; and why 2 Tbe Lam 
reigneth , he is claathed with’ majefty. the Lord, . 
cloathed with Strength, wherewith he. hath girde| pe 


himfelf , 8c. The fliuds have lifted: 05 °O Tori hn 


i iT 
4 


the flouds bave-lifted up their voice : the a 
lift up their waver. What then > ‘The Lard og! 
high is mightier then the noife of ‘many waters. 
yea, then the mighty waves of the Sea, And fe" 
faid Fetbro , when Mofes had cold him what thi 
Lord. had done ‘unto Pharoah, and to the EP 
Syptians tor Jfraels {ake 5 and all che travel chal 
had come upoti chem by the way, and how thi 
Lord delivered them. Now I know ( faith he 
that the Lord is preater then all gods? for in-the™> 
thing wherein they dealt proudly, he was'abov@ 
them. | 
This is the Churches comfore , that: chougg?*! 
their enemies are-high, and proad , and impep’! 
rious, yet che Lord is above \them 5 Ezod.-¥e . 
8, 11. This was the Argument that good King" 
Febofopbat ufed in prayer with the Lord » whel 


‘ : 


a great multitude of enemies came againit him. 
is pe a s }) 

Liord God of. our fathers, art not thon God in heaven §' “ 

ana rele not thos over all the Kingdomes of th | 7 


Heatbent 
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wea \Heathen + and in thine band is there lot power and 
i might > fo that none ws able to withfland thee ? Art 
jy) 208 thow our God, who didj} drive out the inbabi< 
th, ulamats of this land before thy people Ifrael, and gaveft 
hap it 20 the feed of Abraham’ thy freind for ever ?-O 


ey pe God, wilt not thou judge them ? for we have no | 


ih, might agatn|t this great company that cometh againft 
that e ¢ neither know we what to do, but our eyes are wpon 
~ bee. And the Lord did thereupon fhew forth his 
enpmigaty power, and chat this great multitude 
Ih (peas noc able to withftand him. For he fer am- 


1 


Lal vathments againit the Child-en of Ammon, Moab, 

nd Mount Seir, that came againit Fadab, and the 
pavere (mitten, aad every one afterwards helped to 

, paleftroy another, 2 Chroz. 20. 

ifm O then be acting faith, in this great and pow. 

yg tiul Febovab, that he would make bare his holy 

,jmtm,in the eyes of all che Nations; chat all the 


Inds of the earth, may fee the falvaiion of our 


Ad 
od , Ifa. 52. fo. Fear and tremble before 
jim 5 whofe mighty power hath limited, and 
*, ‘ounded the proud and imperious waves of the 
is be 3 that hitherto (hall they come-and no 
cig Qarther , and here fhall. its proud waves ‘be 
sayed , Feremiah 5,.22. comp. with Fob 37. 11. 
pear him, that can caft both body and foul 
_,gato hell, Matth. 10. 28. Ie is he that) makes 
jig? Pillars of heaven cotremble, and to: be afto- 
_ @ilbed at his reproof, Fob 26. x11, 
“gm. And learn to deperd on ehis Almighty’being for 
ae iefervation in all dreights and exigents ‘whatfo- 
i, wer , Whocan preferve without means, as Eli.ch, 
Meoty days and forcy nights, 1 King, 19.8. by 
ig brange and miraculous means, eyéa by the help 
J K 3 of 
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of Ravens that fed him, 1,King. 17, 4. by the mi: ti 
niftery of Angels, verf. che. 5. and the 6, of chaaily (i,* 
i King. 19.Chap, By {mall.means, as che widowed Wit 
meal in the barrel, and her little oyle in her crufe,im pen ( 
2 King. 17-14, Againit means , as Daniel in che th 3h 
Lions den, Daz. 6.22, By ordinary means, where preva 
in his powerful blefling is to be defired ;, elfe, welmhihi 
may edt, and not be fatished, Hag.1.6. And lem {nine 
us praife him withal our ftrengcth for his almigheyMjty 0 
power, Rev.4.11. Worthy art thou, O Lordy to remot! 
ceive glory;and bonour, and power. Thine O Lord Mly nal 
is the greatnefs, and the power, and the glory, x Chromifyiin 
29.41. And let us be {peaking of his power, tela ai 
make known to the Sons of men, his mighty acts, ton 
and the glorious Majefty of his Kingdom. Wbofyil hy 
kingdom w an everlajting kingdom , and whofe domi Gy buy 


‘nion exndureth throughout all generations. And for ines Ou 


the adverfaries of the Lord, let them know, thathyje 
they fhall be broken to peices,and that out of heaBiyh si 
ven God fhall chuader upen them, 1 Sam. 2,. 1, vil 
And that his power, and his wrath is againft ali) He or 
them that do evil, Ezra 8, 22, And lec: ic be ine for 
matter of confolation and encouragement in: OMiMl, , 
prayers, that we call on that God, who is able | Mie 
do exceedingly abundantly , above all chat we ash Ibe Kino 
or think, Eph. 3.20. In our perfeverance; Thal, 
the everlaiting God, the Lord, the Creator of chip, 
ends of the cacth who fainceth noe, neither _ an 
Weary,will renew our ftrength,that we fhall run anid), ., 
hot be weary, and walk; and-not faint, [f/ay40. 35M, 7 
Becaule he upholds usia our integrity ,P/al.a 1.42 | 
The Garrifon chat keeps.us, is che power of God) 
1 Pet. 1.5. And none cantake us ont of his hands 
becaule eis greater ther all, Fob. 10629... 9) 


‘ 
{ 
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In times of Temptation,For our firength isin the 
| Lord, and in the power of his might, Epb. 6. 10, 
Weis he that ftreagthens us in the inward man, And 
#}when God fhall help us with a little help, Dan. 
‘ar. 34. then our ftrongeft eemptations {hall not 
prevail, but we hall be more then conquerors, through 
W) him that loved us, Rom.8.37. 
# Incimes of Affidtion, Know that he that is Al- 
, mighty orders them for the kind, whether on our 
‘fouls or bodies, names or eftates, Amos3.6, For 


“4 the meafure, whether great or {mall, Zer.30, 13. 


® The time, fometimes bue an evening ; heavinefs 


it, @may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the 


#Mourning, P/al.30.6. Sometimes ten days, The 
"Devil fhall caft fome of you into prifon, and ye 
ball bave tribwlation ten days, Rev.2.10. Soine- 
Btimes our forrows fhall be for years, Pfal.9e. 15. | 
Make us glad, according to the days wherein thou 
hart afflicted us, and the years wherein we have feen 
evil. 
‘ i He orders the Delzverance; there is an appointed 
mtime for chat alfo. Fofephs feet muftbe hurt with 
metters, and lyeiti irons, until the time that the 
Word of the Lord came and tried him , and then 
the King fends and Joofeth him , and makes him 
Lord of his houfe, and Ruler of all his fubitance, 
| AD 105-19, 20,21. There is a time when thie 
BPrifoners fhalf be loofed‘ ote of their pit , and 


|ufarn to their ftrong hold, even the Prifoners of 


Hiope, Zach. 9g. to, 11. 

|. Laftly, what great confolation doth this mini- 
ter inrefpect of death; our bodies fhall noe al- 
ivays rot and confume; we mutt awake and fing, 
though we dwellin the duft, -7/4.26.19. And our 


K 4 vile, 
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vile bodies {ball be chaanged and fafbioned like untom i" 
his glorious body (even by themighty and abfoluceg $4) 
power of Chritt) according to the working where=i™ Wit! 
by he is-able even to fubdue: all things unto himfelf,) it pi 
Phil.3.21. All created powersbeing derived frongig Ul 
lrim,and fubordinate unto him,1 Chron.29.12, andi il! 
2 Chron.14.11. > Wu 

2. AM faith in the mighty power of God, andi ti 
that in times of ficknefs, and of chisfore vilitatiog § fill 
of tcheLord. Know that this is the Lords prero- § Mi 
gative royal, to kill andto make alive, to bring path in 
downto thegrave and to bring up again, S4m.2.65 § mit 
This the Lord challengeth, as his own fovereign, pj ile 
peculiar right, J,even1, am be, and there is ao God | wmithow 
with nsezI killand I make alive,l wound end I heal;neia | Int, 1 
sher is there any that can deliver out of my hand, Deuc,} ti di 
32.39. In Pfal.go.1 253. Saith che Church therepy oth | 
Lord theu baft bs our dwelling place in all genera | know 
sions, Before the mountains were brought forth, 8c, | ay 
even from everlajting to everlafting, thou art Gods \neith 
And what follows ?. Thox turneft man to defiruction, \ sul 
and fay, Return ye children of men. The confis | down 
‘deration of this mighty power and the Churches f viling 
ating faith in the fame, did put her upon pious } poo, 
thoughts of returning unto the Lord; Come, and | {wi 
let us return unto the Lord , for he bathtorn, and he \nm 
will healus; be bath {mitten, and he will bind us Pe | ii 
Andwhat follows? After wwodays willbe revive us, | hveth 
zm the third day he will raife us up, andwe fhall live Onany, 
in bis fight, Hof.6.1,2. OW toe 
‘ Confider then in the firft place, whoever thou me 
arc, that are thusunder the chaftifing hand of God, |) In! 
that afii&tion commethnot forth ofthe duft,reicher |) 2f 
doth trouble {pring outof the ground , yet man || 
: | | ig ||| 
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is born unto trouble,asthe {parks flye upward, job 


5. 6,7. Bucif fores and ficknefs comes not forth of 


the duft,from whence come they then?Surely,from 
the powerful immediate overruling hand of God. 
So faidEliphaz, Fob17 Behold happy is the man whom 
God corretieth : therefore defpife not thou the ehaften- 
ing of the Aluigbty: For, he maketh fore and bind- 
eth up, he woundeth and bis bands make whole. So 
Fob himfelf acknowledged, ch, 19, 21.Havepity upow 
me,bave pity upon me,O my friends for the band ofGod 
hath tonched me, So David, Thine arrows {tick faft in 
me, and thy band preffeth me fore, Pfal,38.2.. And 


| confider, that as a (parrow falls not to the ground 


without Gods providence, fo the Plague and Pefti- 
bence, and allother Sickneffes and difeafes are gui- 
ded by his own immediate hand , and he onely 
doth (mite when and whom he pleafeth ; and 
know , that the fame Powerful hand thae cook 
away thy healeh, can in a moment take away thy 
breath, and thenthou dieft aadreturneft unto thy 
duft, Pfal, 104.29. This thould make thee lye 
down patiently ac the foot of God, and with all 
willing and chearful refignation of {pirie » with 
good old Ely, fay, It is the Lord, let bim do what 


B feemeth him good, t Sam.3.18. And with Fob, Shall 


we receive good at the handof God, and {hall we noe 
receive evil, Job2.10. But whetever afflidtion he 
Jayeth upon thyloins, or what ftrokes foever up- 
On any of thy deareft relations, {ee thacthou murmur 


| hot,nor charge the Lord foolifhly or unjufily ; fay 
| hoe with che King of Ifrael, Bebold, this evil is of the 


Lord, what fhonld L watt for the Lord any longer ? 
2 King. 6,alt. 


2. Let 
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zly. Let the fence of the mighty hand of God | Me 


whichis upon thee, hunible chee deeply ; So fays| jou | 
Peter, Humble your felves under the mighty band of | iN 


God, that he may exalt you in due tine 1 Pet.5.6, | ber 
This will. evidence it felf inwardly in afight and ig 
fence of thine own great unworthinefS in aa ab= jm ti)” 


horring thy felfin duft andafhes, “and loathing thy |g" 
felf for all thy abominations, in 4 tender fenfe of | in} 
temptations either imthy {elf or others > inahe. gw 
tred of Hypocrifie, ‘a° willingnefs to faffer affiGic | 
On, anda ‘contentation in fome meafure to the will | jn 
of God, in whac. eftate foever it {hall pleafe God § }! 
to bring thee to. Outwardly cowards God 5 it ies 
will keep chee lowly in che ate of niéans, and ina § Mnt< 
continual fear and awfalnefs of Gods prefence, noc § ithe 
caring to be counted vile for the fervice of God. #0, 
And in carriage towards men, itis {uch agrace as ff mut 
is not afleedin words or geltures, nor is it cen- 9) ges 
forious,, arrogant or contentions “but makes af thy 
man go before in giving honour, and got to think Ole 
mich to equal hinsfelf with them of the lower fort. _ |) ey 
. This is the timenow to be narrowly fearching in. | ff jeu 
to thine own heart dndmoura under it, and be- © # im 
wailing now thy Want of love unto the Lord, and S| King 


tl tg! 


thy abounding loveco fin 3 do thou cover with the N 
forrowing, what ‘breach thou halt made with fins) iw 


So freer , then thy forrow bad never been fo bitters — 
And know thatGodis now awaking thee fromall — jf os 
thy fecure:fleeps, chat every minutes breathinghe |} 
lends thee more,may be {pent in preparing to meet} (i, 
Jefas Chrift at che Judgement of the great Day s | hit, 
which that thou mayft effectually do with all ~ 
thy might, with fear and trembling, as beforethe 

, aM Lord 


| 

| 
ning; andremember, That had thy fin never been i Sy 

. 
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Lord, remember that the next ftep (from this life) 
chou takeit is into eternity, 
gly. Thus waiting till thy change come, Be fur- 
ther in the exercife of Faith in the power of thy 
mighty Redeemer, as toa glorious refurrection of 
thy body, when laid afleep inthe grave ; Knowing 
shat be which raifedap the Lord Fefus, fhall raife up 
thee alfo by Fefuss 2 Cor.4.14. and then tbis core 
ruptible {ball put om incorraption, and then this mor. 
| tal fhall. put on immortality , and death hall be 
li fwallowed'up in victory, 1 Cor.t5.53,54. 
| 6+ 3. A& Faith in the mighty power of God in 
times of great finning , and prophanation of the 
name ofGod: So Feremy {peaking of the cuftoms 
ofthe peoplethat they arevain, and of their Idol- 
gods, that they arealtogether bruitifh and foolith; 


Band the ftockis adottrine of vanities; he fets che 


greatand mighty Jebovab againtt all their Heathen- 
ithgods; Fora{much as there is none like unto thee, 
O Lord, thou art great, and thy name is great in 
might, Who would not fear thee, O King of Nations? 
Jer.10.6,7. Sointhe ro.verfe, But the Lond is the 
true God, he is the liviog God, and an everlafting 
King: At) bis wrath the earth fall tremble, and 
the Nations fhall not be able to abide his indigna- 
tion. 

So the Prophet Habakkuk, he fets Faith on 
work ‘in the mighty power of God, in a time 
of great finning, and of treacherous and cruel 
dealing. Art thou xot from everlafting, O Lord my 
God, mine Holy One ? me fhall not dye: O Lord thou 
hat ordained them for judgement, and O mighty 
God, thou halt eftablifhed ther for, correStion. - Thou 
art of purer eyes then to behold evil, and canft not 
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lsok on iniquity. Wherefore looket thow spon thems 
that deal treacheroufly , and boldejt thy tongue 1 
when the wicked devoureth the man that is more 
righteous*then he ? ; 

Think upon the mighty power of God, when 
men grow bold and impudent in fining, do they | 
opprefs the poor, and crufh the needy, Ams 
4.1 Know that this mighty God can foon crak 
them under his feet, Lament. 3. 34. and feed 
them that opprefs thee with their own flefh,-and 
then chey fhall know che Lord to be the mighty 
One of Jfrael, Ifa49.26, ce eee 

Does the horrible impieties and wickdnefs 
of men greive and wound chy heart ; Kaew, chat 
he that is thy God is the God of falvation, and 
he fhall wound- the head of. his enemies ; and 
the hairy (calp of fuch a one as goeth on ftill 
in his crefpals , P/alm 68. 20, 21,verfes. And 
what fays Solomon, If thou Seeft the opprefftor 
of. the poor , and violent perverting of Judgement 
and Fultice in a Province, Marvaile mot at the 
matter: For he that is higher then the bigheft 
regardeth 5 ard there be higher then they, Ecclef-- 
5: 8. | 
4. Att faith inthe mighty power of God, asin 
times of great finning, fo in times of ferving and 
worthipping of God, So did Daniel, when Ne- 
buchadnezzsr the King had made an Image of. | 
gold, and fee icup to be worlhipped, and that _ 
whofo fell not down and worthipped the faid 
Image fhonld be caft into the midit of a 
burning fiery furnace: And wh is that Ged (iaich 
he maft blafphemoufly ) that fil deliver out.of my 
band? Whatfaid Sadrech, Mefbach and 4 bednez:.Q 
an | NG By tat la: “che Mita hy fk eine 


SS peeves senna ere ere 
a ra . 


the PESTILENC EF. tAy 


Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to anfwer thee 
in this ‘matter. If ithe fo , our God \whow we Serve 
is able to deliver us from the bwrnino fiery furnace, 
and he Will deliver us out of thing hand, O King. 
They ferved God , and they knew that God was 
able and of power fuffiiient to proted& them inthe 
fervice of him , Dax- 3, 1, 11,16, 17. To this 
purpofe, when our dear Lord would encourage 
his Apoftles , and che fubfequent Minifters of the 


‘Gofp-l, to be faithfal in the execution of his 
commands , and the truft committed unto them ; 
,| He telis them, that all power Was committed ante 


bim in Heaven and in Earth. And therefore go 
beach all Nations , and Baptife them, Gc, And 
teaching thenp toob/erve all things what/oever 1 have 
Commanded you and loe Lam with you allways eve 


wnte the'end of the World, Mat. 28.18, 19, 20. 


As. if he had faid, Do you faithfully and cou- 


-ragioufly execute the Commiffion I ‘have given 


you, and be affured, you fhall never want my 
all-infiicient power and prefence ro fupporr you. 


Twill make all the power I have in heaven and 


earth, concurring in a way of ferviceablenefs un« 
to you. - | 

O come, let us fing unto the Lord, faith the 
Plalmift, ler us make a joyful neife to the Rock. of 
ouy falvation- Shall we fear to fervethat God who 
is the Rock of our Salvation ? Let’ i# come before 
his prefence with thanksgiving, Gc. Why? For 
the Lord tra great Gods and a great King above 


all Gods 5 in bis hand are the deep places of the earth, 
the ftrength of the bills is his alfos the feats hiss 
and -he made it , and his hands formed the dyy lana: 
If the Lord whom we ferveis fo sréat'a God, fo 


great 


anil 
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greata King. above all.Gods, above all-Angels; | 
Princes, and Potentates of the World, and above | 
all that is called God 3.0 then with what thank. 99)” 
fulnefs and chearfuinefs of {pirit fhould .wecome 9” 
into his prefence ! O.come let as Worflip.and. bow 
down, let ns kuneel.before the Lord. our Ataker.3 | 
Why ? for be sourGod , and Wwearethe people.of bis ¥ 
pafture 5 andthe foeepof bis hands, whom he makes 

to lye down in green Paftures , and leadeth befides | 
the frill waters, Pla. 95:1,t07- Soin P/a. 96. 6. | 
ic is faid , Honour and Majefty are before bim, 
Strength and beauty are in bis fanttuary ; Where 

is the beauty. of Gods face feen , and his power 
and ftrengch difplayed , asin his Sanctuary ?. to 
wit, his Tabernacle ; his Temple, the Congre- 
gations and Affemblies of his Saints. God ts great- 

ly to be feared in the eAffembly of the Saints : and 
to be had in reverence by all them that are about 
him : and why ? why ? Who i# Heaven can be 
compared untethe Lord? Who among the Sons of the 

. mighty can be likened unto the, Lord? Pla. $9.6, yf 
And thereforeir is, that the. Lord hath fpoken, 
faying , J will be Santlified in them that come 
nigh me'y Lev- 10.3. When a fire went out from 
the Lord , and: deftroyed Nadab and Adsbe, the 
Sons of Agron , for offering firange fire before 
the Lord, Ley. 10.1,253- To which I fuppofe 
that place inthe Hebrews hath a {pectal reference, 
where the Saints being exhorted to ferve God ac- 
ceptably with reverence and godly fear, urges 
thisas a ftrong motive thereunto, for our God J} 
(faith he).ss 4 coufamixg frre ,.Heb- 12, 28,29. Bh 
Thus you fee how requifite itis co be aG@ing Faich 

in the powerand foveraignty of God, wre we 
raw 
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nh}, draw nigh to him inthe folemn duties of his Wor2 


hue}! {hip and fervice ; and what an éncouragement it 
atk} I$ to be fearingthe Lord, and ferving of himin 
| fincerity and truth, with allour hearts » confider- 
| ing what great things he hath done for.us,.1 Sams. 


kee § / 126 24. 
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uy) + AC faith inthe mighty power of God in 
fis) times of {nffering. So the Apoftle Fames, {peaking 
6) Of the cruelties thac were exercifed againft the 
lin, S@ants in’ thofe days, how they had condemned 
hee and Killed che juft, and they could noe refift 
ime f them 5 He exhorts them ro be patient to the com- 
> ingot the Lord; and why to the coming of the 
te Lord? Becaufe when he comes, be will come with 
uf power and great glory , Mat. 24. 30. When he 
aff comes, hee’l take to him his grear power and 
dy W ESISO. y: Rey: 11.17. When he comes , be will 
yf COME. with tex thoufand of bis Saints.5 What to 
‘yyy GO.* To execate Fudgement upon all, and to con- 
6 | vince all that are ungodly, of all their wagoaly 
ea, deeds , which they have ungodly committed 5 Crce 
a’ Jude, veri, I4, 15. When he, comes > he will 
fog OMe with fires and With his. chariots'y ikea 


they rir dvind y to render bis anger with fury , and bis 
eh rebuke with flames of fire Sfas'66,15; When he 


pole OomasS 2 he will come with vengeance.s.even God 
att HER 4 recompence , he will come andJave Jory ila. 
a | 35+ 4-.And then the band of the Lord ». (the power 

Of God) fhall be known towards his fervauts.,. and 
his indignation towards his enemies y Ma. 66, 146 So 
10 theAurkor co the Hebrews » When he exhorts.the 
| Saints to a patient fuffering ‘and undergoing of 
ef Bhe Crofs of Chrift 5. what Argument, does ne 
f é UIs 
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ufe ? even this , For yet'a little while, and be | 
that (oall conse 5 Will come, and will not tarry, Heb. gy” 
10. 37. The Apoftle would have all che fuffering 9g” 
Saints to be a@ting faith ina powerful Redeemers jg" 
even in him who is mighty to fave, That will tread 
down the people in bis anger, and make thems drunk, 
in his fury 5 and Will bring down their ftrength toy”: 
the earth, Ifa. 63-6. Sothe Apoftles, (when che 


Priefts and Rulers of the people had laid hands on 9 {Ta 


them, and put them in hold, for teaching che f 
People, and Preaching through Jefus the refaure gM" 
rection fromrhe dead , and had further threat-| 


ned chem for fpeaking any more in the name of) ie 
Jefus, and had fet chem go) what Arguments in gy” 


Prayer dothey ule? Lord thow art God, whieh haft 
made Heaven and Earth , and the Sea, and all that @ 
én themis, Whoby the mouth of thy fervant David, 

baft [aid 5 Yohy didthe Heathen rage , and the people y* 
‘smagine vain things? The Kings of the Earth flood yi 

up, and the Rilers were gathered together againft Wy. 
‘the. Lord, and againft his Chrift. For of a truth 
againft rhyboly Child fefus , whomthou haft an- | is 
nointed , beth Herod and Pontius: Pilate, with the gy" 
Gentiles, aud the people of \racl, were gathered i) 

together 5 for to de What/ocver thy bands and thy gi 
connfel determined before to be done. And now Lora iq") 
behold their threatnings 5 A. 4. Though they had jt 
todeal' wich great and potent Adyerlaries , yet gM 
they wellknew, that God was above them, and ul 
chat their rage and fary was not fo'much againft i 

them, as againit thé’ Lord Fehovah himfelf, and i 


‘againtt his Chrift }‘witiom he had ‘anointed to jpile 


be ‘the chief Prieft [ and Propher; and King of @ 
his Chorch; who could eafily break chem ee mt; f 
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Ml hisrod of Iron, and dafh them in peices like a 
Hh! Potters Veffel. They knew chat the Lord whom 
tiy)| theyferved , was able to deliver them, as Da 
‘ue, piel our of the Lions mouths.  Soit is faid of 
Inj Mofes ,.and laid down asa fingular act of Faith 
iy in him 5 that he forfook Egypt, and feared not the 
th Wrath of the King , for he endured as feeing him Who 
‘tthe as snvifible , Heb, 11.27. Now this was an a& 
sof OF Faith in. the power of God. Heknew, chat 
o tet though he might incur the wrath of an enraged 
refit Ring by refufingthe honours and dignities of his 
rea Court’; yet his eye being fixe upon a moft powete 
ne of fil invifible Lord God , chat was fufficient to up- 
fs bold him under all che fufferings he might undergo 
(for his fake. And that this Lord was able co ftrike 
Jijpthrough Kings in the day of his wrath, Pfa. 
Dyvid FEO- 5+ Io which fpiric of faith and confidence 
nh ‘David brake forth , when he faid, Though I 
b ful Walk in the-miaft of trouble 5 thou wilt revive me, 
gaint thou fualt firetch forth thine hand againft the wrath 
“tat of mine enemies, and thy right band fhall [ave me, 
Abia. 138-7. So Paul tha tried Apoftle, and cou- 
iipprageous fufferer for Chrifts For Which caufe (faith 
sere he) T albfo Suffer thefe things 5 neverthels{[s I am 
dif not ashamed >for I know whom I have beleivedy and 
[ll am per[waded that heis ablete keep that Which £ 
a ilf eave Committed unte him againft that day. He aéls 
yelfaith in the ability ana all-(ul: ciency of Gods to car- 
"inh bin through all difficulties and hardjhip for Chrift, 
it 2Tim 1.12. And upon this fcoreit was, he fo 
al much inconraged his Son Timothy in the fairh,as to 
id uf foffering ftate for Chrift. Be not therefore afbamed 
ng of the Teftimony of our Lard 5 nor of me bis Prsfa- 
“ulner, but be thou partaker of the affihittons of the 

L Goel, 
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Gofpel according to the power of God, asinthe 8 ver) pl 
of that’ Chap. Whether he meane Chriff the pow @ 4/1 
ec of God, 1 Cor. 1. 24. Or whether he WOM wl 
have him bear chofe afflictions patiently, as Goll [hit 
afforded him power and ftrengths yet. furely, iimpl.A 
cannot exclude, but takelin: che exercife, of Billig) 
faith in the. powers of God, in all his fufterings fom 
Chrift, whole power will ever be manifefted aij ann 
weakneis. And therefore itis, chat we are exhore ig Th 
ed to be looking up unto Jefus the Author. amcMyi {or 
Finifher of our: Faita, who for che joy chat. wali 
fet before him , endured the Crofs, defpaling this | 
the fhame, and is fer down atthe right bancmbjyii 
of the carone of God, at the right hand of God (uni 
power, Forconfider him that endured fuch cond Wh of ( 
tradition of finners. againft himfelf, left ye bal fit. 
wearied and fainria your minds. Bei of ( 
Mow this looking up unto Jefas, is not only Ayien 
coking up anco him asa pattern and example allhjixs 
Patience, in our (ufferings and perfecutions, fom yn 
his and the Gofpels faze ; bue we muft look upon by Poh 
him alfo, as made perfect by fuffering, who for cheits|y, 
firffering of death 1s now crowned with glory and ind 
honor 5 as him, whom God hath highly. exalcedsil pli. 
and fet at the right hand of the chrone of God My)i, 
where he muft fir and reign cill all his enemies be Hit he 
made his foot-ftool, or as che Apoftle exprefferhi) 
it, Lill be hath put all bis enemies under his feeta Min 1 
1Cor.15.25 Thus you fee how neceflary it is tolly;,/, 
be Acting faith, as in thelblood of Chrift, (oin chelly, 
power of God. ih 
And that Firft, In times of great difficulties and 
ftraights. : 7 | 


_ 2» In times of fore fickneffes and deaths, 
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. In times of great finning. 

4. In times of ferving and worlhipping cf God: 

Wh) < sv In cimes of fuffering for God. 
{| Thirdly,Weare to A& Faith in che faichfulnefs of 
! God. Know therefore (faith Mofes ) that the Lord thy 
‘God, beis God, the faithful God, which keepeth cove- 
Winant and mércy, with them that love him, and keep 
“UN bis commandments to a2 thoufand generations, Deut. 
fiz. 9. The confideration whereof, made the Pfal mitt 
break forth into this pious interrogation or expo- 
\Wtulacion rather, Pfal. 89.8. O Lord God of Hofts, 
ie who is a ftrong Lord like unto thee ?. or to thy faith- 

1 Sil Fale {s round about thee ? 

OOM ..Gonfider then that chis Faith ia the faichful- 


ee e 
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© Firft., Upon the account of the unchangable- 
laefs of Gods love, and the immutability of the 
Covenant of Grace, which he hath made with us 
In his Son, and which he hath ratified and confirme 

sd unto us in his moft precious blood. See the 
Bg. Pfalm, fpeaking of David as a Type of Chrift, 
Wane Lord promifeth there , That the exemy fhall not 
exalt upon bim, ner the fon of wickeduae{s afflict bim ; 
LAnd that be will. beat down bis foes before bis face, 
and plague them that batebim, But my faitbfulnefs 

@ faich-he) 2nd my mercies foall be with bim, Ver.22, 
23,24.S0 ta the30, 315 32,33, 47434. Ver. of that 

it fMPhaloa.7f bis Childiigy forfake my law,and walk notin 
tislemy jadgments. If they break my (tatutes and keep mot my 
inti Commandments, then will I vifit their tranfgrefion 
Bvith.the vod, and their iniquity with flripes. But 
silmwhat follows? Neverthele/s my loving kindne/s wilt 
[not utterly take from him, mor fuffer my faithfulne’s 

o fail, My Covenant will I not break» nor alter the 
ae L 2 thing 
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thing that is gone out of my lips. So Davidin che @ putt 
2 Sant. 23.5. Although my houfe be not fo with God! @ fri 
yet be hath made with me an everlafting Covenant, or. 
dered in all things, and fure. Now that Gods lovell 
in Chrift is unchangable, as it is founded upon the 
immutability of the New-covenant of Grace, 2p. 
Pears. ; | 

i. Becauleit is dearer then a Mothers love t¢| 
her (weetelt, and moft. tender Babe, Ifa. 49. -45\myy | 
Can a woman forget ber fucking child, that fhe froule) Hout 
not bavecompafion on the fon of her womb ? yeas they 
way forget, yet I will not forget thee. | 

2. It is ftronger chen che Mountains, Ifa. 54.104 
For she mountains (ball depart, and the hills be rex! 


i 


moved , but my kindnefs fhall not depart from theem 
neither fall the. Covenant of my peace be remove, 
faith she Lord tbat bath mercy on thee. 3), 
3. Te is as conitane as the courfes of the Sung, 
Moon, and Sars, of the Day, and of the Night, Ferm 4.) 
31+ 35536. Thus faith the Lord, which giveth them), 
fin for a light by day, and the ordinances of the moons) Wf 
and of the flars fir a light by night, which divider hm: 
the fea when the waves thereof roar, the Lord of -Hofts| 
is his name. If thofe urdinances depart from before} Re 
me, faith the Lord, then the feed of Ilrael alfo fhall} i, 
ceafe from being a Nation before me forever. Be 
4. Ie is as fure as God himéelf, Pfal.89.35. QRCEM) m 
baveL: {worn by my boline{s, theghT will not lye nntomy 
David. His feed (hall endure for ever, and bis throne, ie 
as the fun before me. It fhall be eftablifbed for ever) Ay 
asthe Moon, and as faithful witnels in heaven, We ™ 
give much credic to che word of an honeft mar, i, 7). 
mich more when we have his oath for ie. » This 
the Author to, the Hebrews makes the ground onl 
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foundation of a Beleivers ftrong confolation. 
Wherein God willing more abundantly to foew un. i 
‘te the beirs of promife the immutability .of by } ime | 
\eounfel, confirmed it by an oath, That by two immuta- i Henee 1 
ble things , in which it was impoffible for God 20 Lye ee 
‘Tie might bave 2 trong confolation, who have fled for H te; E 
refuge tolay hold upow the bope fet hefore us, which eter, 
pope we havea an anchor of the foul both fure and ¥ i 
[tedfaft, &c. Heb.6.17,18, 19. And this was ic iui! 
‘}michout all queltion, that made the Apofile break ; us 
“at with chat holy boldnefs,‘and exuiration of {pi- Baye: 
Mt. Wo (hall feperate' us from the love of Chrift, 
Wall tribulation, or diftrefs, or perfecution, or famine, i 
Wruakednefs, or peril, or {word ? Nay , in all thefe 
| WN bings we are more then Conquerors through bim ibat dag 
be bved us. For Lam perfwaded ({aith he) that nei. hue 
Wer death, nor life, nor edngels, nor principalities, 
OF powers, nor things prefent, nor things to come, 
Hor height, mor depth, nor any other creature, {hall be Bai 
MMe to feperate ws from the love of God, which isin | i 
TIME Drift Fels our Lord, Rom. 8: 35. to the end. Now ‘get 
uN gous ftability, and firmnefs of Gods love, gcound- Pea 8 
i, Pupon the faithfulne(s of God, may be a. great Mei te 
pem@ippore to the poor doubting foul, that is apt to | Lee 
y"iieftion the Love of God, and the certainty of its ag | 
ternal eftatein Chrift. i a ean 
| MP 2ly, This Faith ia Gods faithfulnefs, is to be 4 ip 
in wited “upon thé account of our Vocation or Call. bil ae a 
iti" to, and confirmation or eftabliihment in tie eae 
jn race of God. God is faithful (faith Paul) by ee aah 
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Bf auto the end, that ye may be blameef 
jour Lord fefus Chrift, 1 Cor.1.8,9. 
| BE L 3 
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hath eailed ‘you unco the communion ,,or fellow. 

thip of hig Son; noc externally only, in poing omy)! 
Ordinanees , Church.fellowihip , and .Publique ill dl 
worlhip, whereby we profe(s to have communiorimy Ol 
with Chrilt, and his benefits; bue internally in giles 
{pecial manner, whereby. we are really united. &¢ pedir 
him by faich, and by the fpiric of Chrift, and {cB 4), 
are made partakers indeed ofall the glorious be Mie w 
nefits, priviledges, and. advantages. of his deachimmsi¢ 
relutrection, afcention , interceflion, Rom. 8. 3 2miils 
Epb. 3.17. t fob. 1. 3. This God who bathgimn 
called you, is che faithful God, fairhful in che per My ju 
formance of all his promifes he hath made,to. commu 
firm youanto theend, not to leave your, nor forgy) ik 
fake you, Heb. 13.5, as many freinds do in time OB. 
adverfity 5 not to call you off, Rom. 41. 15.2-2 phan, 
many Parents do their Childrens; not eo forged tho 
you, 28 many cruel and unnatural Wamen do. Cheipaiioula 


fucking children, I/a.49,.15. pAiave be 
No turely, he will not do it, his faithfulne(g attot 
engaged to'fland by yous; fear net, he wi} e is th 
with thee; be not difmayed, he is thy Gods bilicn by 
will firengthen thee, yea, he will help thee, ve wi il 
_ He will uphold thee with the right hand of Bal wil), 
righteoufne/s, Ma. 41. 10.. And make an everl af gmgiining 
Covenant mith thee, that he willnot turn away feon wed tt 
theeto do thee good, but will put bis. fear inty abn we 
beart, that thou fbalt not depart from bim, Jer Qaituie th 
40. So the Apoftle Paul praying for the Tbeffalanihti nis 
ans,that the very God of peace migh fanGtifie chenfhit . 
wholly, and that cheir whole {pirir, and foul,am}own 
body, might be preferved blamelefs unto thecam Inge wy 
ing of the Lord Jefus Chrift: He makes this ehilw fy 
ground of his confidence, Faithful.is he: that calle rn 
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ny | yout who alfo will doit, 1Thetl.5.23,24.” So 2 Theil: 
1 Ni gea Bat the Lordis faithfuls who fhall ftablifh you 
"Wiiamd keep you from evil. Why fhouldit; thou then 
Mil\fear of .fallinggaway, or of thy perfeveriag in 
‘iiehe grace of God, when Gods faithfulaels is enga- 
iged forehy eftablifhment 2 
io gly. This faich in Gods faithfulnels: is to be 
Wiatted upon theaccompt of a Chriftianscemptati- 
iu onsand conflictings wich fin and Sacan,1 Cor.20 13. 
Ee There bath: no temptation taken you,but {uch aw com 
monte man: but God is faithful ( obferve that] 
ppray you ) who will not fuffer you to be tempted a- 
Wboverhat you are able, but will with the temptation 
alfo make a way toefcape , that ye may be able to 
bear it. Thou poor tempted foul, thou thinkeft 
AMperhaps, that no temptations are ike untothine, 
ibut thou art miftaken , thy temptations are noc 
Wlingular, bucin common with others, other men 
have been exercifed with the like.” And chow art 
pe to think, -chow fhale tink under thy temptati- 
ons, thon findeft fo little ftrength to undergo 
themjbut whatfaith the Apoftie, God is faithful, 
Mend will wt fuffer you to be. tempted above your 
trength, but will proportion fuitable ftreagthy ace 
sording to your trials. Gods Faithfulnels is en- 
paged tohelp you and co {upport you under all 
yOur temptations and trials. Would Satan then 
Make thee beleive that thy fins areof that nature 
ind magnitude that they fhall not be forgiven , 
think upon Gods faithfulnefs then who isengagea 
‘o pardonithee. So faith John, 1 Fob.t.9. If we 
sonfeR our fins, beis faithful and jut to forgive ws 
ar fins, and to cleanfe us from all unrighteou{ne/s. 
yie wouldbe an a& of unfaighfulne(s and injuttice 
& ; L 4. in 
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pn God, if he thould not pardon and forgive 
poor penitent finners who confefs and forfake theiria /! ’ 
jins. Bat God is faithful and juft,-and cannoei@ i’ 
falfifie his word’; If we beleive not , yet be anim 6’ 
bideth faitbful., he cannot deny himfelf, 2 Fhe) 
2. 13. and ft 
4. This acting of faichin Gods faithfulnefs is offm (yi 
excellent ufe in order to our ftanding faft.in the gt 
faith, aad continuing in our publique faichful @ li 
teltimony for the Lord, Heb, 10.23. Let us bold git) 
fat the profeffton of our faith without wavering (aud il 
why?) for. be w faithful that bath promifed, faiths 9s 
fulin performing what he hath promifed , Fob, hit 
23.14. And what hath he promifed? Surely, ag fit ! 
hath been declared before 5, to eftablifh and heep seg,  hinsit 
from evil, atd confirm us unto the, end, 1,Cor.1:8, pili? 
According to that-alfo in 2 Lhef.3. 3% But the inlet 
Lord is faithful, whe fall eftablifh you, and keep woth 
you. from evil ¢ Stablifh you in thé faith, left you pi 4 wi 
fail. from it; and keep you from, evil, to-wit; che y poe 
Devil, left he fubvert your faith by eval men, agp lich 
the inftruments of his art 5 or: it may. be taken § 


more generally, fier any,evil; as che Apoftle dea | 
claresinthe 2 Tim.4.18. And.the Lord. fhall deliver Wels 
me-from every evil work, end will preferve me’ unto 40 In 
his heavenly Kingdom. Andthexefore we may ups }tico 
on this conlideration be much encouraged co hold # iy 
faft. our profellion , and. not tovbe ftaggaring ory |} Mon, 
wavering in our honourable and faithful-tefimony jf ohn} 
for the Lord. py wet 
5: Thisacting of faith in) Gods faithfulnefe ig, | ain 
of excellent ufe to encourage us.as to afuffering 9 Wik 
itatefor Chrift, andto Chritian contentation un- H Sox 
dep the Crofss Je is ¢ faithful faying ( ith the , 
Apofile) 


the PESTILENCE. 153 


it) Apoltle ). that if we be dead with him, we fhall 
wt! alfo live with bim 5 If we fuffer, we fhall alfo 
reign with bim, 2Tim.2.11,12.. Rule or reign 
as Kings 5 fo the word it feems, imports , if we 
endure all manner of tribulations with: patience 
and ftedfaftnefs in the faith. And it # @ faithful 
Wi faying (faith he) acertain, fure, firm, credible, ir 
ii ty gevocable word, not to be queftioned or doubted. 
Hil Ox we fhall be glorified together wich him, as 
wim the Apoftle expreffeth it, Rom.8.17. and Gods 
| faithfulnels is engaged to make it good; whence 
| isthat exhortation of the Apoftle, 1 Pet.4. 16; 19% 
tm In the16. verfe hetells them , Zhai if-any man 
B fuffer aw a ( briftian.(and not as anevil doer) Jet 
him not be afbamed ( saith he) but jet bim glorifie 
Godon this bebalf. And then inthe 1o.verle. where- 
forelet them that fuffer according tothe will of Gods 
commit thekeeping of their fouls tohim in well-doing, 
ds unto,a.faithful Creator. God is not onely 4 
powerful Creator, but alfo.a faithful Creator, +a 
oe ture Preferver, who will faithfully recompente all 
a your hard fervices and fufferings you uudergo for 
eda his fake, 
i Heisas faithful as heis able; according to that 
‘wi Of Paul to Timothy, encouraging him to bea par- 
wm taker of the afffiions of the Gofpels » and (peak. 
ing of his own fufferings upon the fame account’; 
Neverthelefs Cfaithhe) I am notafbamed , for I know 
whom have beleived, andI am perfwaded that heis 
ableto keep that which J have committed unto him 
againft that day, 2 1im,1,12. And what was, that 
| whichhe had committed to Gods cultody? His 
m Soul, Gith one; himfelf (whichis ali one) faith 
another 5 his works, faith.a third 5a fourth faith 
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his fuflerings 5 a fiftt his Glvation. All which pat | 
together, he committed unto‘God his foul, hime 


fel, his. doings, his fufferings, his falvation, hig Bel 
ali. | | oa 
And he was nerfwaded he wis as able asfaichful, nd! 


and as faithful as ableco keep that which he had coms § Cari 
mitted unto his trult; TheGofpel that the Lord had § /"' 
committed to bis keeping, aad his Soul he had * @ alts 
comanucted unto Gods keeping: And’ becanfe the § sits 
Apoitle Pecer knew that God was'a faichful'Creacor, Bact 
therefore did he encourage ‘the Saints fuffering ace ff will 
cording to the will of God! ta commit the enftoe t that ar 
dy of tkeir fouls unto him 5 who ashe hadcrea=. § tts 
ted them immortal fouls;fo he would nde leave’ ff yn it 
them as Mafons and Carpenters teavetheir houfes B yybay 
which they build , bute would ‘faithfully keep and | fj mny 
and preferve cheat.’ As the ord himfelf declares, uti: 
fpeaking of his Vineyard of red wine, his Church) | mv 
whether ted, upon the actoiine of thé \prectonf>  } mn) 
nefs of its fruits, orelfe of its bloody fufferings | Com 
Etbe Lord do keepit (faith he} Twill wateriz every «f wd 
moments left any burt it, Twill keep it might and day, | live 
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Fourthly andlaftly, We are to a& faith Gn the fw Ch 
Promifes of God}, whether they are fuch as are | wt fi 
of a temporal or of a fpiritual and eterna] con. Hy sf the 


‘ 


cermment ; and know ‘foc thine everlafting 
comfort ,. thou beleiving Soul 5° thae ag | 
the promifes of God are che ground of ‘our | if, 
hope, and. the obje& of our faith, Pfal. 119.49. | | af 
Heb. 10.35.36. and chap. 11.11. So are they all. | 
firm andirrevocable in Chrift; For all thepromifes || 
of Godin him (that isin Chrift) are yeas and im | 
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him ate Amen, unto the glory of God, Oe. 2 Cor. 
1.20. They are not-yea and nay, bute in Chrift they 
are yea; that is, true invthe event, ‘and as ‘to 
their performance: And Amem, that is ftable 
being made. and performed tn and for 
Chritt, ‘ 

For even asChrift is always the famein Gods pro- 

mifes which are. unchangeable, fo are all Gods pro- 
mifes ofourfalyation. firmandcertaiain Chrift sand 
as cereain,{o aretheygeneral and indefinite. and made 
to all chat fhall beleive, excluding none but thofe 
that are finally impenitenc. Confider a few of them 
to this purpofe; Hoe every onethat thirfteth; Come 
seto the waters, andle that bath no money, Come 
365 buy andeats jea, comebny mine and milk without 
money and without prices Incline your ear, and come 
unto me, bear and your fouls fhall lives and I will 
make an everlafting covenant.with you, even the fure 
mercies of David, Ma.55.153, So Matth, 11.28. 
Come uantomeall ye that labourandare heavyladen 
andl will give ‘you refi: Mark 16.16. He that be- 
leiveth and-is. baptized feall be faved, but he that 
beleiveth not {hall be damned: .1 Joh. 23.1. If any 
man fing we beve at Advocate with the Father, Fe 
fus Chrift the righteous, and bets the propitiation for 
our fins, and not for ours onely, but alfo for the fins 
of thewholeworld. Joh.3.16. Godfo loved the world 
thathe gave his onely begorten Son, that whofoever be- 
leiveth in bim, frould not perifh but have everlafling 
life. 

Joh.:5. 24. Verily , verily I. fay unto you ; He 
that beareth my word, andbeleiveth on bim that fent 
me, bath everlaffing life, and {hall not come into con- 
demnation, butis paffed from death unto lifer Jor. 
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6.37-All thatthe Father giveth mesfhall come unt me, | 
him that cometh tome! will in no Wife caff ont,v 4Oe | 
And this. the will of him that [ent me.that every one | 
which feeth the Sons and beletveth on himmay have ex | 
werlafting life, and I will-raife himup at the laf? day; 
verl.47. Verily,verily 51 fay unto you,be that beleiverh 
omme hath everlafting lifes AG. 40.43. Fo: him 
(meaning Chrit ) giveall the Prophets witnefs; thae 
through his name 5 Wwholoever, beleiveth in bing , foall 
receive remiffion of fins'y 1° Time Tos. This és Pt 
faithful laying ,-and worthy of all acteptation , that 
Chrift Fefus cameinte the World tofuve Gnners 5 of 
whom Lams. chief,’ who gave himfelf a‘ranfom for 
ails tobe teftified induetimes J/g. 43.25, Leven. 
1, aibbe that blattethout thy tranfereffioss for mide 
cw [ake.and will not nemensber thy fins-So Chap.44. 
22. Nhave blotted ontas athick, cloud thy tran] gre ffi- 
ens, and as acloud thy fins return untome, for I have 
redecmed thee,Heb.8,8. Behold the days come(faith the 
Lisrd) when! foall make ae Covenant with the boufe 
ef Urael, and with rhe bonfeof Judah; For this ts the 
Covenant that [ wilbmake with the honfe of Ifraet, 
after thofe.days ( faith the Lord) will put my Laws 
sate their. mind , and write them in their hearts s 
andl willbe to them a God.5 and they {hall be to 
mea people sandinche a2. verfe, For I will Be 
wserciful totheir unrighttonfaels, and their fins, and 


_ their iniquities will] remember no more Thefe ate 


fomedfthofe {weer fou!~fupporting promifes which 
are made indefinitely to all, and have their , yea, 
and Amen in: Chrift , excluding “none; but the 
wilfol.and final impenicent'; and ‘anbeleiving fin- 
ners. Burperhaps thou wil: fay; thon aft relapfed 
and fallen into fin'again , after repentance’, rt: 

| . £00u 
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thou thinkeft thy relapfes cannot be pardoned. 
Remember chat men who have noe a drop of 
mercy 5 in comparifon of God ,; are obliced 
to forgive the repenting offender’, though he 
offend feventy feven times ; God much more, who 
is infinite in mercy , hath bound himfelf, by his 


moft firme and faithful promifes 5°1 Fob. 4.9. and - 


2.1, Upon trueand renewed repentance . often 
to forgive and forget the fame fin , iterated acain 
and again, Lwk,17-3,4.Tbat though thy fins were as 
Crimfon, they foall be made as white as Snows Aad 
he calis to back-fliding I/rael to return, and 
promifes to heal cheir back-flidings j and love 
them freely, ferem. 3.14:comp.with Ho/ta 14.4. 

So in pangs of che New-birth, fpiricual in- 
fancy ,.weaknefs of Faith, Prayer , Godly fore 
row, and other graces:, ler fuch cordial! refreth- 
ing Promifes, as thefe dwell upon thy heart, Ree- 
21,6+ Mat.5.6. Ifa.42.3. and §7-15. and hee oe 
which import; How God will Yatisfie the hungry 
Joul,tender the weak and feeble foul.dwel with the 
humble foul ; yea the exercife of faith alfo in the 


“promifes is of figgular ufein all kinds and varieties 


Lave Vals 
of cemptations,(piritual defertions, deep & almoft 
defpairing apprehenfionsof thine extreme vilenefs 
and nothingnefs in grace, in'which dark, dif- 


mal and difconfolate eftate , let thy faith be exer- 


cifed ox fuch precious foul-{upporting promifes as 
thele, 1 Cor.10.13. Fam.1-2. Ifa.30.18- and Fla. 
43-25- Which fpeaks to this effec ; That Ged 
6 faithfel , and will not fuffer us to be temptea above 
our ferength. That we fhoula count it all joy whew we 


| fall. into divers temptations. \ That all they are 


blefed that wait for the Lord. So that if thou diet 
in 
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in this waiting ftate, chou fhale be certainly faved, 
for the holy {pirit pronouncech thee bleffed. And 
further, for che exceeding great comfort and fup; 
porcof chy foul , that, it 2 the Lord, and be onely 
that blotteth out thy*tranfgreffions for bis own fakes 
and will not remember thy fins. 

Soin che Hail-ftorms:-of (flanderous Arrows , 
and empoyfoned. Darrs of difgrace, how fhould 


thy Faich be fixe upon fuch pretious Promifes as 
thefe, 1 Pet) 4-13. Aft. 5. 11s. Yea, inthe val- 


ley of che fhadow of deach, by an affurance of 
Gods merciful omuiporenr prefence, Pfs. 23. 4. 
Andinche extremity and depth of fuch defperate’ 


diftreffes and perplexities , whereinin thy prefent J 
feeling 5 chou canft fee and find no poffibilicy of 


help from Heaven or Earth, Godorman , but 
art both helplefs and hopelefs, as the Church 
complains , Lam. 3..18.' Lee chy meditations 
dwell upon fuch like precious promifes as thefe, 


Tfae 3369, 10. (2 Chron. 10: 12: Exod: 14. 133. 


Pfal. 73.655 56. Gen, 22,14, All which import, 
thacin che Mount of the greateft difficulties, God 
willbefeen. Well, inevery thing , orany ching 
chat fhall orcan poffibly befallchee, profperity or 
poverty , crofs or comfort, calmnefs of con- 
{cience’, or tempefts of cerror, life or death, 
chou maift by Faith ex:ra@ abundance of euncon- 


| 
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wipe , | 
querable patience and peace of foul , from chofe pm 


three heavenly golden conduits of fweereft com= 
fort, Rom.8.18. and 28. 32. to wit, That the 


Sufferings of this prefent time are not werthy to be Xs, 


compared with the glory that foall be revealed in. us: 
2. That allthings foall work, together for good to 
them that love God. 


3. That 
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|. 3-Thathe that fpared not his own Son, bat de- 
b| divered Lim up for ns all, how fhall he not withbins 
b| alfo freely give us all things? 
| Objet. But may 1 att faith in the Prowsifes far 
iN) things temporals as for {piritual? Yea 5 for godls- 
9) 7¢/s bath the Promife of the life that now is, asvof 
b) that which is to come, 1 Tim. 4.8. Yer confider 
§ withal, char temporal chings are not promifed ab- 
s folutely, but conditionally. 
|. 4, With Iimication to expediency. 
2. By way of commutation and compenfation 
| with {piritual ; If he givescheenor peace, he will 


tem give thee patience, if nor wealth , yer contene- 


iu. ment, which may be far beceer. 
‘§  3.. With exception of the Crofs , Houfes , and 
i Brethren, and Sifters, and Lands wich perfeca- 


im tion, JZark ro. 30. Sothen wemay believe, we 
i fhall have cemporal bleffings, which God hath 


promiled conditionally, fo far forthas will ftand 
with thefe conditions, bis own glory, our. {piri- 


| tual good , and everlafting falvation. This life, 


® is but, via advitam, the way to life, and whatfo. 
| ever God promifethus.in the way; is, bur to help 

| us tocheend ofour journey. There is no tempo- 
B® ralching of chis life falls within the compafs of 


i Gods promife, but fo far forch asit fhall be a help 
and furcherance nnto us, as to our eternal life. . I 


i fhajicherefore prefent unto thy view , a few of 


§ thote Promifes, which are of a temporal concern- 


® Mencs as having reference ro long Life, Children, 
® Lands, Riches, Honour, and external Peace and 


"Plenty 5 See co this purpofe, Gen. 22. 17. and 
i. 49+ T5; Le. 25. 18, 195 yg ana 26, 4, 5505 @e- 


" Pent.5: 16. Ana 28> 4, AI, 13. P fae 12, Ze es. 
126. 
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‘ | | 
“428, 2,3, 4. and many fuch like’, which are pros) 
‘pounded upon the diligent and exaé obfervation! 
of Gods Law, andthe fearofthe Lord. So for | 
the duties and works of thy particular calling, 
which if by prayerthou doft confciencioufly and 
diligently difcharge , thou mayeft go on with jn! 
comfort y contentment , and freedom from cark- @) 
ing cares , and racking , torturing , thought. | 
fulnefs , and leave che fuccefs, iffue, and event | 

of all thy labours and undertakings, unto the @ 
Lord, whatfoever it may be; refting fweetly,.and | 
ever relying upon this gratious promife , Heb. @laili 
13.5. I will not failthee, nor torfake thee. The Bir? 


like in ordering and guiding the affairs of thy Fa= Miipn « 


See S es ETE A Ein ae hes SR EGE ee FE 5, — 
racist <— 


mily, depend by faith upon Gods bleffing, the} 
firength and finew of all found comfort, and # 
true contentation that way, P/a. 127. So, inva 


the lofs of outward things, for thy love and fer- Mii} , 
vice unto Ged , by beleiving thar Man of God,” 
2 Chron. 25. 9. The Lord is able-to give thee much @ 
more then this ; yea, in the lofs of all earthly | 
things in every kind, by applying chat promife im ini 
Hab-3.17518. And chat of Fobs patient blefing Blu) 
ofGod upon the furprife of all his fubftance,and the i 
concurrence of an univerfal mifery , fheuld not 
pafs without a ferious confideration , if .God @i 
fhould exercife thee with the like condition , Fob Blur, 
I. 217. | 
But I fhall forbear to enlarge further, and re- 
commend to thy confideration fome of thofe pro- 
mifes for thy faithto beexercifed in, which have 
- @ fpecial relation as to the prefenct vification of 
the Lord, as Exod. 23.5. Ye (hall ferve the Lord 
jour God, Ke. Andl will take ficknefs away ies 
the 
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‘ito | abe wid ft of thees So-Dewe. 7.12, 15. If ye bearken 
"oil | go thefe judgements; and keep and do them, the Lord 
So thy Ged frall keep unto thee the ‘Covenant and the 
aling | mercy which he [ware unto thy Fathersy:«And he 
an) will Love thee and ble[s thee, and multiply thee- 
Wil Ang inthe 15, verf. The Lord wilhtzke away fiom 
leith} theeaik fickwefs 5 and will putnone of the evil dif- 
Nght cafes of Egypt npon thee, but will laythem upon al 
cveill theo that hate thee. So in the Prayer chat Solomon 
Oth made 5-at che Feafteof ‘the: Dedication: of «rhe 
andy Femple., 1 Kiang. 8. 37,385 39. If there be inthe 
Hb Gand Famine, if there be *Peftilence, rc. Whar- 
Th feewer Plague 5 Whatfoever ficknefs there be, what 
yFiqiprayer and fupplication foever be made by any man, 
bt which /ball know the’? plague of his own hearts Then 
ml bear thou in Heavew thy dwelling places: and for- 
50, it ives and do, and give’to every man according to 
dftbis Ways, whofe heart thou knoweft ; ‘And the Lord 
Gol igracioufly promifed> chat he would do attording 
mito hisprayer and fuppication that he had made, 
tly? Kang? 9.3- So Plaque Blefed tbe that conf- 
iikindereth thé poor 5 the Lord will deliver him in time 
fing bof trenble. The Lord will preferve him and keep hin 
rdtielalive’s and! be ball’ be bieffed mpon the Earth, and 
d notre Wile ‘not deliver him into the will of his ene- 
Golimaeed.\ "The Lord will ftrengthen bin -aponthe bea 
WE langnifhing 5 thow wilt make all bis bed ix his 
| Wickuefs 5'So Pla. 9%.°3, 6, 7,10. Surely 5 he fhall 
item eliver thee from the nopfoms Peftilences Thou fhale 
snoqiot be “afraid of the ¥ eftilence that walketh in dark- 
share peels i nor for the deftruttion that Wafteth at noon- 
mlmiay =) Aethonfand foall fall at thy fides and ten 
[nlthoufand at thy right hand, but it foall uot come 
Ape thee. Arc chou fiek then? apply; The Lord 
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will. firentthes. bim upon the bed of hangaaping:) wot 
Zhou wiltosanke all bis\ bed. in, dois. frchseler Pay ih 
othou there..where,\the fickare ¢, apply.soJ yeeam ly"! 
takeamay:all fisknels fromthe midft.of thee Featellgials 
thou-the Peitidence?.\ wilh deliver ‘thee, faith hag 
deird-5 from. thenoyfome Peftilences Sa'that, of Almas! 
phax.cto Job; Hexfoal deliver thee. in fis, trenbles@nlit 

‘yea, in. fevers there foall.narevil tench thee’; im Fam 
mine hesfrsll-redeem thee: from. death.,\ and iukhay om" 

from: the power of | the Swordss» Thou foalt be: bagi 

from the fedarge of the Tongue y neither foals, thong 
be vafraid-of deftruttion when. \st cometh; b+ Ant Fruit 
thon foalt kuaw that thy Laberuacle fhall bein peacemsll 
Job. §-.19+20,21,24-.So ind/s43. 2» The Lor i rn 
promiferhihe willbe, wich jussin che firey andl yj com 
the water» the warers thallmot overflows, noice 

.the-fice, devour us 5 AndinsHebs. 13s ise, he, hatlmlyaor 
-promifed jikewife ,. chat, he, wilk never leave thigpito t 
nor forfake thee 1 he.labour of the, Olive maple te 

fail, asFlabakkwk {pcaksispour neareftand dear ihe Pro 
~eft, friends,and relations; may fail, our eyes mayy Vth 
fail; our congue may. failj-our.ftrength caaypionile 
fail... our\filefh and heart.may\faik, opr fpititypinila 
may failx;..yet. faichothe Lordy 2) will, be. avsthilelae 
thee 5 I wih not fail thee.nor. forlakethee-> Whemmulrey 
the poor.ana .the needy. feck waters and there Ik: 
hi cor 


a 
= poet 


are ey acne ATS San en ee eT NT SNe TE 


| th 


the PES@ILENC£. 16% 


Mi\ not-only draw out the fting, and expel] the porfon 
of 1¢-5. buc alfo procurea greatdeal of comforrea 
i thy truly humbled (oul, and maineain ie imdefpishe 
®) of all mortal..or.-infernal Oppofition, in a cénftane 
fpiricual gladnefs... Confidering,s that all thofe Pro. 
® mifes whereupon, thy ‘heavy aud‘difconfolate heare 
Min fiich cafes. may. repofe and: refreth ic felf; hav¥e 
their being and confirmation fromthe blefedname 
ile Febovab it felf, lee. Exod.6,3,.andeheréfore as (ure as 
God himlelf;) they are fealed-with the bloody fiif- 
Wii Ferrings of his only.Son, and-therefore’as true 4s 
Truth ie (elf 5 andif.thou are in Chrift, are ‘alas 
Certainly. thine,.as: che heart:in tiry body; ‘or blood 
Btha¢rons in thy veins, Nay, and adietle more for 
ipthy;comfort, theiglory of Gods Truth is mightily 
sigadvanced,, and-himfelf extraordinarily: pleafed, by 
thy. more-refolute, ttedfalt andtrinmphant cleaving 
cmunco -chem....What ableffed, fweet and heavenly 
nomufe chen is che Life -ofFaith, as ic is exercifedcin 
the Promifes of, God ? 
O then be encouraged to be acting: Faith in the 
amPromiles, and to be. toring-up agood ‘ftock of 
jim Promites every day: They are of excetlentonfeih 
wmaleltaces, in all. conditions, in-all-kind of diftref{es 


gm hatfoever... By -beleiving the :Promifes we! thall 


pprofper, by. beleiving and applying of)them, We 
Bthall come-to participate of che Divine Nature, 
ime Pets 144+.And thetefore they are called exceed- 


ping great -and precious promifes 5 That: by thefe 


shim edaith: the: Apoltle)) -you:might-be partakens: of the 
BDivine Nature snot of the {ubftance, but of the 
myiality, Now transformatione, nature bumanein di: 
pinam, fed participatione domorum, quibus comformes 
Biitimur divine nature, a3 one diftinguifheth very 
M 2 wells 
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tureinto the divine, but bythe patcicipation’ oO 


wine:Nacure.: “And {0 it notes ‘a fellowlhip witli 


‘brightnels of glory’y upon which ‘account, as Com 
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wells not by the transformation of the humatie ha il 
fever} 
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Mayes, 


gifts whereby we are msde conformadile to the Dis 


God: in: his holinefs, and afellowthip with: God if 
his bleffednefs; thac4 4s, in the beatilical vifiom ant 


the “excellent ule and) nature of them, one termi 
them: a: Chriftians: Catbolicon, a ‘general purging 
Medicine, aSalve*for every fore. ‘being a help ‘ed 
alleduties,aquickner of all graces, and a comforll 
in all diftreffes.: (And like a well-fil’d Apothacal 
ries fhop, there !s contained in’ them, heavenly ré 
ceipts of all forts: wholefonrve ‘phy fick of every 
kind, for expelling and curing alb(orts of difeatey 
and fickneffes incicteat: to: Saints,* atid for the’ cot 
roborating: and lirengtheaing of the new native 
and/keeping che fpiricual! manin a godd *healthtal 
contticution, laity aad ftrongy able for Gods’ Sérm 
vice, and fay working out fis ows'fal vation: with 
-fear.and trembling. 

Wouldit tou tien ‘have thy faith like ene Ligtt 
inthe-Lords Saiuttuasy never es:2 Fut p then agehid] 
quaint ‘chy felfwich Gods Promites, know chemi#pitt; 
well; meditace*on them, confer about thems let tren 
them be continually in chy mind, memory, heatiijiis 
.and tongue. ‘Satan \Jaboureth in nothing more, i, a 
then to keep us in unbeleif, e(pecially of particulas) iD nig 
Promifes 5 for. he knows, if we beleive them, Wels, 
{hall in. all. chings have the victory ; Come beforelii,, 
God: with boldnes:; carry peace in our own -bo- lta 
fomes to our graves;and do, and fuffer any i Le 
for God. yy i 

Oi; che abundance of {weet cordial comforts, 
which} — 


ett Pie 


And hele: precious pi ornives 

) th bres of onolation whereupon our Come 
i fore and happinefs fo much depend, lye hidin the 
litholy Scripeures, as veins of go}din the earth: tow 
najthen fhould we be fearching into thofe rich mines 
pthac bring co light fuch heavenly creafures ?° and 
et WOW fhould it ftir ts up to god God ‘in prayer, 
gio ¢ the accomplifhment of them tntous, and wait- 

| ial the diligent ufe of ali means for the gaining of 
chem ? you (halt find God not, only making you 


i 


: 
i 
i 
j 
A 
j 
ye 
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poffeffors of thole many good things, which ‘God 
@nath promifed ta beleivers. And the more you 
lag Meditate, and the ftner you pray upon chem, the 
nore good will you'fee in them, and find to flow 
@tom them. Aud this leads me to the next Spiri« 
gual Receipt. and Soveraign: Antidote, and that is 
umPrayer, 


The Fourth Spiritual Receit, 


4ly. The fourth {pecial Recei¢ and prefervative 
igainit this contagious difeafe, or which may be of 
lm:xcellent force and efficacy for the removal of it; 
8 faithful and fervent Prayer.. This is atried re> 
seipt., an approved remedy; of which I may fay, 
iol 8 David {aid to Abimelech the: Preift, concerning 
aime Sword of Golish, There is none be to it, 1 Sam. 
(t.9. Amott incomparable weapon, if we have 

‘kill.to ufe it. 
} Let us confider a little then what Prayer is, a6 
othe derivation and definition of it. 1 find that 
rayercomes of a.word in the Hebrew, which fig- 
M 3 nifieth 
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nifieth; Appeal, ; whereby we referothe Canfe of mt" 


our felves or others unto God,:as unto the Su~ § iall 
pream Judge 5 calling upon him , appealing unto @i’ a 
him for right, prefenting our (elves and: our’caute ql 
nato him, as to.one who hath power to determine md 
Canfes,and to whom appeals may be made. And § | 
if you would havea breif defeription of it, Jeig mi 
the pouring. out .of the humble, penitent, belei gio 
ving foul before the Lord, 1. Samir. 15«° Ov agg ia 
one very pithily defines it, It is Devote anime cum fi ta 
Deo colloquium, that js, Ic is che ralk or conference gli)” | 
of the devout, foul, with God, For’a man barely gut! 
to {peak in the air, and his heare have no approas ppt 
ches unto. Godin it, this is no Prayer in Gods ace gia” 
count, I cannot therefore lec pafs, that excelleng gilli 
faying of Bernard , Cum oramus, cum Deo loquimur, | hin Hea 
euns legimus, Deus nobifcum loquitur.: Si vis cumgvoiio 
Deo femper effey femper ora, & femper lege» that isg)} 1. be 
When we pray, we {peak with God; when wer pm) 
read, God fpeake:h with us: If chou wilt alwaysn 
be with God, then always pray, and always read. gt 
More plainly and fully = Jtis a work of the {pirit of | Mat 
Lorit in the beleiving foul , by which we defire of qi Ga 
God alone; things lawful and needful, with confidence: | 
$9 obtain them, through the alone mediation and ins i Alb 
tercefftow of Chrift, to the praife and glory of bignay7s 
wanes | 
So then, if thouwile pray aright, and find ace § ! be 
ceptance with God therein’; thou mutt pray co! Within 
him, and to him alone; in the name, and thraygl wiles 
the alone mediation and interceflion of Chrift, by! fi 
the powerful, and immediate help and afliftance of fen 
his own (pirit'; and that beleivingly , from the ini 
heart, with underftanding , and feeling of ov {ili fy 
| wants, |} 
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Swants, infervency of (piric, forgivingly, reverent- 
yand perfeveringly’s Without which ingredients, 
inever think of pitting up an acceptable Prayer’ 

wimunto God, with any confidence or affurance to-be® 
inimmibeard:at the throite.of grace, 
if © Dfhallcouch a lirele upon the particulars, for the’ 
help! of (uch poor fouls, whole defires are to 
chimgrow into amore’ {pifittal acquaintance with 
Goud. 

m Firft'chen, If chou wile pray aright, thou muft 
@pray so God, and¢to ‘him enly, and thae in the 
iname of Chrift.: Godaloneis to be invocated and 
prayed unto, not Saints, nor Angels.. Chriftirhis 
prayer which he.cavghe his Ditciples, would have 

us direct our Petitigns unto God our Bather which 
isin Heaven, Luk, 11.2. Mat. 6.9. And why'to 

mGod alone ? 

‘2. Becaufe God onley is .Omni-prefent, every 
where prefent, in all pisces, and atail cimes. Buc 
Wathis is inconfiftent to any creature to be wbiguitary, 
Mor prefenc inall places: But thac God is fo, fee Fer. 
vig 23524. Am 12 God at band (faith the Lord ) and 
igtmmot a God a far off ? Can.any hide bimfelf in feeret 
places, that I foallnot fee bim , faithtbeL wd? Do 
wot Ifill beaven and earth, faith the Lord ? fee Pfal. 
339.7,8. Godis notonly the God of ibe bills, but of 
the valleys alfo,1 King. 20: 29. | , 

2. Becaufe Godas he is Omni-prefent, fo hers 
Omnifeient ; he knoweth all things 4 all the hearts 

of the Sons of men, :So'faid Solomon in the.prayer 
She made ac the Dedication of che Temple, For 
Mtbon, even thou only knoweft the bearts. of all the chil 
dren of men; 1 King, 8.39. So Fer. 17.9. .Lthe 

sj mdord fearch the beart; and try thereins. Neither is 
ni M 4 there 
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s 

there any creature , that is not manifelt in. bis fights 4) 
butall things are naked and opened to. the eyes of bimy lot 
with whom we bave to do, Heb. 4. 13. Far the ways | il 
of.man are befere the eyes. of .the Loyd). and: he yg 
pondereth all his goings, Prov,.5. 214. Doth he jan! 
not fee my ways,and count all my feps, faich: Fob 2 Mw 
Chap. 31.4. There is no darknels , nor fhadow (pn! / 


of death, where the workers of iniquity may hide Mw 


themfelves, Fob 24.21,22, , So Pfal. 94.9, 10,116 mile 
Fe chat planted the ear, fhall he noe hear 2 he thae |§wiit: 
formed the eye, thall he not fee? he that ceacheth iil 
maan knowledge,(hall. not he know?the Lord know- |i. 
eth the choughts of man that chey-are vanity. | 

34 God. is ftiled a God hearing prayers, P/al. iu! 
65.2.and this David could {fpeakexperimentally ; @ 
Verily, God bath beard me: he bath attended to the Mui 
voice of my prayer : bleffed be God, which hath not Bul (i 
turned. away my prayer, nor bis mercy from nse, Pal. Mu? { 
66.,19.5 20, pl 

4- Asheisa God hearing prayer, fo he is moft Baym 
able to help, Pfal, 52-2. I mill ery unto,.God moft Bhi. 
high: unto God that performeth all. things for me.He Wii f 
Shall-ferg from heaven and fave me, Eph. 3..20.Now Gini; ; 
unto bim that is able to do exceeding abundantly above i 
all that we ak or think, according to the power that Bilin 
worketh in us: Tato bim be glory inthe Church by. Mii); 
Chrift Fefus, throngbout all ages world without endy Mik » 
Amen.So Afa,when a mighty hoft cameagainft him, i}; ; 
in his prayer, lays hold on Gods power and ability jj 
to help. Lord (faith he) it is nothing with theeto helps Min}, 
whether with many, or with them that have no: power 3 By, 
belp ws O Lord God, for we re(ton thee,and in thy name 
we go againit this multitude,2 Chron,14.11.90 Fehie 
fepbat, when a.great multitude of the Moabites'and, Wii 
. ! Amoniies 
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id Amonites came againit him, he fets himfelf to feck 


1é9 


li, the Lord, as able and all-fufhciene to help him,» 


My) And faid, O Lord God of our Fathers, art noe thow 
Wh}iGad in heaven, and rule|t not thon over all the king- 
tt it) domes of the Heathen ? and in thine handis there not 
Pi pawer and might , fothat none is able'to withjtand 
lon) thee 2.0. our God, wilt not thon judge them ? for we 
hit have no might ageinft tis great company that cometh 
(Nh againitas, nether know we what to do, but our eyss are 
hall agpore the? 2 Chroa.20, 6,12: 
cid}, §2/Prayer is a Divine Wor(hip and a Spiricual Sa- 
imferince. God would have us to call upon him in 
. ithe day of trouble, Pfal. 5c. 15. And if we 
Pid fhould be feeking help from any other, he will take 
ally Jit very iil a: our bands. If we have forgotten the 
b inimame of ourGod, or firetebed out our bands toa frange 
up ged (faith the Church ) -fhall not God: fearch this 
Pilfout ? for.be knoweth the fecrets of onr hearts, Plal. 
144. 20,21, In every place Incenfe: hall: be offered 
mol} nto my nanje, and a pure offering (faiththe Lord.) 
imitiMal.1 21, So Pfal.1g1..2, Let my prayer he fet 
mith forth before thee as incenfe: and the lifting up of wine 
Ni bands as an evening facrifice There was given 
ubneto the Angel chat ftood, at the Altar, having a 
rit} golden cenfer, much incenfe, That be fhould offer it 
nb with the prayers of all Saints xpon the golden Altar, 
twp wbich was. before the throne of God. And the fmoke 
tin, of the incenfe, which came with the prayers of the 
bilip) Saints, afcended up before’ God, ont of the Angels 
uh) hand, Rev.8.3,4. By this Angel; we are to un- 
wnt Gerftand Chrift our Mediator, called the Angel or 
moth Meffenger of the Covenant, or the Angel. of Gods 
fmt) Prefence, Mal.3..1. and J/a. 63. 9..who alone is 
vai) the High Preift of Heaven, and offereth and pre- 
yntte | fenteth 
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fehtech our prayars with. the incenfe of his merits) 9)! 
and interceflion upon the golden Altar. thacis, ups jee 
ea himfelf, unto God, for a (weet (melting favonr, | Wry 
asisteltiaed, Kom.8.34. Epbh.5.2. Heb. ve.74) See! ppc 
alfo Rev.ss8a00° an 
6. In God onelywe ought to belezve, therefore | Hediato 
he onely IS to De Called: i B Ins * Be that commeth tol tion 0 
God mutt beleive tbat be i, re, Hed. 11.6) Fe inh 
Lord whois ever all, istrie oynve all that call upon |i! 
bim. For wbafcever. (ball) call wtpon the name of the Wii 
Lord fhall be. faved, Rom. 10,142,773. Again, we | 
are to pray unco God in the nameof Chrift, which Mim 
is not rudely and ‘cuitomarily to fay thefe words, myirs 
Lhrough Jef Chrift our Lord, ee. bat in conf. Wh 
dence of the merits and interceflion of Chrift to Mii: 8 
call oa God our heavenly Pather + For fince the Wir 
fall of man none are called tocome to God, or 
have promife co {peed, but in the’nameé of a Mes | 
diator, Lam the may, the truth and the life, faich | payin; 
Chrift, 20 man commeth to the Father’ but by me yh fir 
Joh.14.6. And there is: one God, and one Mediator Upiiy 
betmeen Gad and men, the manG brit Felur, 1 Tim. Bhi 
215,,. fobn calls him the» Advocate “¢ he who ie 
pleads our caufe) with the Father, 1. Fob, 2.2. 9 (i 
Wherefore be is able alfa to fave them to the uttermit itrho 
that.come unto God by him feeing be ever liveth to make ad ma 
interceffion for them, Heb..7. 25. In Chrift alone 
wefiave accels to the throne of grace; Oras the’ § 
Apottle expreffeth it, Zhrough him we'baue an'ac=’ Wh, 
ceft by sone fpirit unto the Farber,:Ephel2.19.. In Wins. 
whow we have boldwefs and: acce{s with confidence’ Wy 
by the faith of him, Eph.3.¥2. And what faith Chrift | 
himfelf? <“Whatfoever ye fhall'ask the Father in my Wy 
nanse be will give i? you, Johi16.23,. ‘So Col.3.17- Hi 
ei What- ¥ 
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h batfoever ye'doin' word and deed, do all in thé name 
Mlof the Lord “Fefus, gtvingthanksto God, and the Fa- 
Whither by bim.. “Angels ‘or Saints departed do not; 
Wi inor cannot prefent our prayers before God, Abra- 
Pham is igeorant of ws, Va.63.16. Chrift onely is our 
WiMediator aad High Prielt, ‘who getteth an'accepta- 
ii eation of ovr prayers before God, Heb. 4. 14) 
tyme) Rev.8.3 . 
#m & Again; We are to pray in the name of Chrift 
through the fpiriy: Likewifethe Spirit helpeth our 
Wh zefirmities, for weknow nut what we fhould pray for 
pas we ought, but the Spirit it (elf maketh intercefi- 
(on for us with groanings which caunot beutte ed. And 
ni be that fearcherh the hearts; knoweth whatw the mind 
Ntihof the Spirit, becaufe be maketh interceffion for tbe 
pSaints according to the will of God, Rom, 8.26,27. 
But ye beloved, buildingup your felves in your moft 


kM boly faith, praying in the Holy ghoft, Jude ver.20. 
futhee Praying always with all prayer and fupplication in 
| m Behe {pirit, Ephel.6,18. No praying aright but in 
dit jand by the Spirit; God isa Spirit, and they that 
lin worfhip bim muft worfhip him in {pirit and in truth, 
m0 Joh.4.14. And prayer furely is a principal pare of 


Sf 


ui bis {piritual worfhip. Is it not fad then'to con- 
ii Sider how carnal and formal worthippers do deride 
yn and make a mock at the Spirit of God ! Ofay they, 
ome you cannoc pray but by the fpiric. 
stv So for Faith, that alfo is a neceflary ingredient 
nom an prayer. James {peaks of ‘the prayer of faith 
p that fhall fave the fick, Fam5.15. Soalfo 1 Tim. 
iki) 2.8. and Mgtth.21.22, ‘And all things whatfoever 
Cuil) ye thal! ask in prayer, beleiving yefhall receive ; 
| Now this faith will work to the purifying of the 
sim heart. For # we regard iniquity in our pest 
7 . od 


om 
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God wil] noc hear us, P/a.66.18. We haveing there. | 

fore gracious promifes from God that he will | 
grant our requelts, that-he will be very gracious | 
unto us: at. the voyce of our cry, Lfa.30.19. That | 
when we call he will anfwer, [fa.53.9. and deli- | 

ver us out of allour afflictions, P/al.34,19. We | 
muft come unto God , beleiving his word, for jw 
that he is true and faithful ;: as Sarab,who received git! 
ftrength to conceive feed, and was delivered of a (itll! 
child, when fhe was. paft age ; becaufe the judged foo | 
him faithful who had promifed, Heb.11.11. Bue eof 
if hope to {peed does:not accompany our prayers ji) 
they are vain. Let not the doubting and wavering ings 7 
man chink that he thall receive any thing of the @lilei 
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Lord, fam.1.6;7. Yet know withal, that this hope | vd th 


i 


fometimes is very weak and feeble, and many times 
feemsto be overwhelmed in the godly, P/:13.1,26 Giknif 
31.22. and 77.7,8,9. Bolan 
Again, As it muft be a prayer of Faith, foic §) ! 
muft be from the heart, with fervency of {piric. 
Prayer ismotalip labour, nora formal devotion ; 
but ic js the fighsand groans of a brokenand peni- 
teyt heart. _Hanna (pake in her heart when her 
voyce was not heard, 1 Sam.1.13. Mofesis{aidto @litl 
cry unto the Lord, when we find noc one word Bini 
- Chat he uttered wich his mouth, Exsd.14.15, Hence. Sint 
is the exhortation thatwebe fervent in firiz, fer- 
ving the Lord, Rom,12.11. Anditisfaid, that the Bi ni 
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous manavai- Hf iti 
leth much, Jam.5.16, As the things we beg are. Wem 
of more excellent ufe for us; fo mult we be more: Mihi), 
eager and importunate with cheLord for the obtain= —f} pri 
ing ofthem. Icriedunto the Lord with my voices {hth \ 
with my yoyce unto the Lord did I make my fap= 9 my 


plica- 


frleru 
4 
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plication. 1 poured out my ‘complaint before hint. 
\dthewed before him my trouble, Pfal.142:4,2. 
This: thewed the earneftne(s ‘and ferventnelé of his 

i | fpirit insprayer, So P/.8o.1. Give ear; O thep- 
herd of Jfrael, thou. chat ‘dwelleft ‘between the 

uh )-cherubims, fhine forth. Before Ephraim , Benja- 
slit) ewinand Manaffeh, ftir up thy ftrengch andicome and 
ine faveus): This arifeth fronretheée ébniidewtion of the 
of neceflicy and excellency of what we defire, as alfo 
a | froma burning’ zeal of Gods glory , and’ hearty 
buf dove.of our brethren, in’ oppolition toa {pirit of 
yee by pocrifte, formality: fluggifhnefs and vain-bab- 

tril hing’s Thou fhalt arife and. bave mercy ‘upon Lion’: 
chal Forthe rinse to favour ber,yea,the fet times come. And 
lope Swhat then?For Sions iLike Iwill not bold mypcuceyand 
ime efor Jerufalem fake L will ape refbentil the righiconfne|s 
1am thereof go. forth as brightnels, andohe ‘falvation thereof 

ws 2 lampubat burneth,Pf.102.¥3 .com.with Ifai62-s, 

bil 1 Again; when we pray,-we muft pray. with‘under- 
int Atanding, 2 Coer,14.15, Blind devotion is ‘no way 
oj). pleafing toGod.T he foul withoue knowledge istioc 
tik good , Prov, 19:2. Godwill not. be fuperttiti- 
bet oully and igndrantly worfhipped, Ads 17.22.23. 
ito, Phe blindand chelame was not to comeinto the 
ord -houfe of Gods: Jf ye offerthe blind for facrifice, is 
ently af wot evil 2. and if ye ‘offer the lame and fick; wit 
(rll mot evil 2 Offer tt unto thy Governour, will he be plea- 
thei fed with thee, or accept thy perfon-?: Mal-138, “God 
whl Fequires tobe ferved with themind, Mztth.22:37. 
gt «We maft therefore. know the will of God):as “he 
we hath revealed ic unto us, by this commandments, 
‘ir Peromifes, threatniogs , che approved: practices of 
ig othe Saints,’and chat we muft defire and pray for, 
fy. and onely fo aswe know Godsword doth warrant 
ico : Be: 


/ 


174. The -Canfes.and. Cure of 


ns, Lhisathe confidence, that we have tn.bine, shape ? 
if we mk, any. thing, accordingto his. will, he beateth) pf 
ae Joh.5.14-e4ud whatfoever we wk we receive of | pt 
him, because we keep bis commandments, and da thofe| ng 
things that are pleafing an-his fight, + John 3.22.) fe 
So. {aid che blind..man’thachad his fight reltored yg " 
itu him agains Now me know thatGod: beareth ‘mag! i 0 
finnerss butsif any, manbe a morfhipper of Godoand ge” 
dith: bis will, bim be bearethy Job-9.3 be: ae 
«Again, We mutht, pray) with: a feeling of onk 
»wantss; sGhrifts Invitation; to comennto him, isto Bil)": 
all that: lasour-aad are heavy fadeny Mateb, 1128, Bier)” 
An. prayer we{hould.feel \fia.as a burden aid mourh Psi 
funder che,fentinilityof our want ofigrace. . So Ke piltoie 
phraia bemoned himfelf.s Fer. 34.88. Ands.the| the Chul 
nue: ‘Churchy £/2.63.17..0. ord, may baft thin made ast! 
Hg eoverr fram shy wayss?, aad bardned our heart from |, Ss 
i aby: feat Piireiurn far, thy fervants fake, the Lribesraf [et a 
thinetnberitamwe. Ssh avid being: made weryfen= pdejh 
Aiblasof his grease falli after wiatimanner is fits &pi- Slow 
anit Nedfornia in prayiet:2 Greate tn'méy clean heart, iy bea 
D: God): andyenewm ditighe [Perit mitbin me; Cait Me Bir Guds 
mot aay ‘froin'tiry iprefeides and take met thy boly | (pix Wi hishy 
tit Fromme, Keltore mate me the joy of aby: falvariin, keve ( 
Land uphold me withtby free parity Plabesd.10, 82,12. tit, 5 
Now dhidacifeth' from the .conlideration-of Gods Bide G 
«judgements: due to,fti) and.of the. neceflity. of fa- Bah 
wing graces So.Bara x40 my God Lain vafoamed, (ht yi 
and shlafes lift upcmy fate to-thees my Gods for our Pliny, 
viniquifies. are encreafed over our heads, andour tref= holy 
pals grovx up unto the heavens, Ez.9.6sAnd the A- feta 
poltles-beirig: fenfible of theimbicility and weaknels } ning, 
of sheir faith, pray unto the Lord: for the increafe fii. 
ofits Aad for this thingy {aid Paul, 2 hase ie: 
efi or 
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IN| Zord.thrice that it. might depart framme. So. fenfi- 


e 
bum nave ought againit any man, that Jour Father 
ie allo Which isin Heaven,s may forgive. you. your tref- 
b pales: For if ye forgive men their trefpalfes Jour 
| heavenly Father will allo forgive you,3 But sf ge 
wil forgive wot men their. trefpaljes , neither-will your 
ule father forgive your tre/paffes » Mat. 6.14515. And 
| as. we muft forgive our enemies, and fuchas have 
oll offended us, fo must we bear.a hearry affeion to 
@ the Children. of,God 5 Ephef. 4:32, and Cofla/- 
B11 25 13% M pvt ’ 
+. Again, ovr Prayer mutt be accompanied with 
wim fear,and reverence, inrefpect of the purity.and 
MB; Majcity,of that prefence we come.into. So faith 
iim Solomon., Be not rafe with thy mouth >» and let mot 
win hy, Scart be bafty to: utter any thing before Goa 5 
ine for Godis.in Heaven, and thon upon earth, therefore 
fim det thy Words be few, Ecclef. 5.2. And we are te 
yim deove God acceptably with reverence, and godly 
B fear, Ach, 12-28. Surely , did we ferioufly con- 
coi fider Gods moft excellent Majefty ,. we fhould not 
(im rathly conceive.,. or peter any thing . before him, 
but with reverence. So. Abraham, ‘Behold [ad hes 
1 have now taken upon me to [peak unto the Lord, which 
am, but. duft andafses ; Gen» 18,27. This reve- 
‘rential fear , isan unfeigned abafement of the 
mind, proceeding from.a confideration of Gods 
divine, Majefty.,..and our own indignity. So the 
rodigal., Father L have finned againft. Heaver, 
and 
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"and inthy: fight. and am wo more Worthy tobe called) 


“thy Sony VWik+ 15.21. So Facob, I am not worthy 
of the lealt of ‘all the mercies’5 and of all the truth, 


“which thou haf hewed ‘unto thy fervant’s Geng 


32.10. Fobabborred himfe!f, and repented in dof} 
andafhes , Fob 42.6. The Prophec Z/aiah cries 
out he is undone, woe unto him, for “his eyes 
had feen'the King 5 the Lord ‘of Hofts , ‘7/26. 5 

“and Ezraalfo’) h:didbluth and was athamed to| 
lift up his face to God’y for that their iniquicies| 


“were encreafed, and their cref 
rod the heavens, Ezra. 96° . 
“ Laftly, our Prayer mutt be with perfeverance, 
without ceafing, 1 Thef-§-17- The Parable con- 
‘cerning the importunate Widow, was to this énd, 

that men ought always 0 pray ana not tofaint 5 Luk. 


' 48. 1. Thae is; chat we fhould 5: conftant andi; 


“@arneftin prayer , ufe all im-orranity with phe 


“Pord 5 and not to faine: chis isrhae which willl 
3 9 i 


diftinguifh uv? from being Hypocrites, and’ falfe- 
hearted beforethe Lords Por what is the fiope 
of che Hypocrite though he hath gained) when! 
“God taketh ‘away his foul? will God: hear’ his 


ery when: troable comme'h upon him * Will heli, 
delight himfelfin the Almighty ? will ‘he always) 
call upon God’? No 5 he will not, Feb 27. 85h 


9, 10. But the gracious foul loves to draw nigh to 


“God;and takes delight always in his approaching), 


to fiim. 


Thus having fpoken of the feveral tnpredients is, 


that will make up an acceptable Prayer unto’ the 


Lord 5 I fhall fpeak a ficcle 48'to the firgular worth#, 
excellency , and efficacy of ie; and the worch 
and excellency of it appeare in this : Becaufe , ith) 


pafle grown up un.| 


yin 
fhe] 
fn th 
toc 
trace ; 
nnuall 
quand! 
he. 
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lh $g'afweet priviledge which Chrift ‘hath’ purchafed 


wih) OF the Father for us,’ Ephef. 2.18.’ It is through 
‘him that we favean accefs unto the Father ; fo 
lasto come with boldnefs unto the throne’ of his 
be igrace Heb. 4.16. Hereby we do-and may con 
‘iernually commune with the Lord after a familiat 
}mianner, and lay opeh ‘our griefs into his bos 
4 fore. 

Mth “As‘David , Whe am TO Lord God's and whit 
Wh my bonfes that thou baft brought’ me bitherzo ? 
And'ts this the manner of man O Lord Gog? 2'Sam: 
7-18.’ Soagain; From the end of the earth will l 
ory unto thee’, when my heart is overwhelmed; lead 
me to’ the’ Rock that is higher then U5 for thou haft 
heen fetter forme, and a ftrong Yayver from the 
wemy, Pla. 61.2, 3. Hereby we ceftifie our duti* 
i indi als ffeion to him, as the Prodigal to his Father, 
MN ih Exk: 15. 18. ’ And’ Become ‘helpérs' to orhers; 
ctl Kom. 'T5+ 30, Phil. ¥,'19. Col. 4.12; 2°Thef3.1. 
ikiChis addstrengch to’ our faith , and gives life rd 
lpi he graces‘of God'that are inus, By it weobrain 
wiiethe hand of God whatever good we ‘ftand in 
it lihieed OF 5° Afat. 7-7. Ifa. 65. 24. And do grow 
Vil iito~a bétcer acquaintance with God: As Abr4- 
Maia’, “Gen 18, 23°23. Bor fack is the Promife, 
Bhat if we drawnigh td God , he will‘draw ‘nigh 
nigh Ous Fam. 4.8. Byit we fight manfully againtt 
mur “in-bred unmortified corruptions 5 &phef- 
» 18. By it Croffes are prevented , removed, or 
cdemtintified , yea, all chings“are fan@ified unto-us, 
0 Mind -we are fo kepe and ’pteferved , that we fall 
wolhOt into temptation, 1 Tim. 4.5. MMat.26.41. 
wot Ca, Often times we obtaid much more’goed chen 
re defireorexpect. Solomon begoed onely of the 
N Lord 
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Lord , an, underftanding, heart., and God, gay) 
him both riches,and honour, which he asked net! 
i. Kings 36 13». So able is che Lord to do exceedin| 
Sdadanttp above all rhat..we,can.ask-or think 
Ep hef. 3-.20+ So thar of Prayer, wemay fay.sa 


a cE Key to.open the door of Gods treafure-houfelmiul! 


a preient remedy for an .oppreffed mind 5.a. give 
of ftrengh co the weak , andan 2 Paap means. time 
make:a man fit,to live knowingly.’ fruictolly, an} 
ferviceably to.God in. every ftace and-condition| 
Coby X- FLO. What fhall. I fay of it ? butas on} 
faith well. and truly ; Ut is 5 Cox folatia, flentinmeN 
cura dolentium , Gr fanitas agroror ums ‘A Comfor 
for them that mourn, the,joy of the forrowsful) | 
and health for thofe that are, fick; And for it} 
force and efficacy what willic not do ?.what haclil 
it not done. ? It goes through the Clouds, ant 
ceafech not until iccome unto the Lord; and 4 
entreaties willnor.do ,. itwill (with reverence 
it {poken). Jay commands upon him, Jf/4- 45+ 10 
Yea, ic dothas ic were ,.. bindup the hands of thi 
Lord » and hinder him from executing. his judge! 
ments,oyercoming himthat overcometh alfthings 
Let me alone faith the Lord to Azofess or fuffer. 
that my wrath may wax hot againft them, (ro wit) 
the Uraclites , that I way. confume them» Exot 
32. lo. Abrahams prayer had faved Sodom from His 
being deftroyed , had there been found ten 
righteous perfons therein , Gen. 18. Yea jit i 
very obfervable , that the: Lord did not leave 
granting, till abe abien lefe off petitioning. ) 
“ver facob was delivered from the wrath anda)y 
of his Brother Efza, Gen. 32.11, fom i 
“he Fifhés an : Fonah 2 » 10+ The three 
| Children 
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iW Children from the. fiery Furnace ; Desate/ from 
Wiche Lions Den, Daz. 3-6. Jonahs, and Panls 
ttt Mariners from the danger of the Seas. ; and 
\Jofeph , and ‘Paul 5 and Sila, and Perer, and 
W#lothers out of Prifon , 4a. 5. 16. By Prayer 
‘ul @liah ftayed the Rain three years and fix months, 
| tand again Obtained Rain 5 fo thar the earth 
biyeilded her fruit , fames5.37- By Prayer Elisha 
Bhad the fpirit of E/zh doubled upon him’, and 
‘ot procured Bears to deftroy the mocking Children, 
‘N02 Keng. 2. raifed from death to life the Shuxc- 
oli meres Son, So Chap.4. Had the eyes of his Servant 
oniigapened , fo that he faw Mountains full of Horfes, 
owifind Chariots of fireround about him, and {mote 
it Behe Syrians with blindnefs , which came to take 
itMmhim, Chap. 6- By Prayer ova commanded 
She Sun ‘to ftand ftill in the midft of Heavens 
iBintil the people had avenged themfelves upon 
Bheir enemies, Joh: 10,12, 13. By Prayer I/ziab 
brought back the Sunten degrees in the Dial of 
Abas 5 2 King. 20 11. By Prayer David fru- 
uidmetrated the wicked counfel of Achitophel , and 
ngeytten put his enemies to flight , 2 Sam. 15. 31. 
wad 16.23. and P/2.56.9. by Prayer Hezekiah 

ouigvas delivered from the King ot e4{yvia, and his 
jealth refored unto him again, J/a. 37. and 

me: King. 18. The Ninevites were delivered from the 

id udgsements chreatned againft them , Fonab 3. 
iPeter raifed Tabitha , and Paul Eutichas , that 
tmaad fallen down by fleeping, A&. 9. 40. and 
, Moeto. The Centsriaxs Servint, the Canazites 
Daughter, and: Lunatick perfons were healed 3; 
neh blind received their fisht ; the ftammering 
ied deaf’ were made to hear and {peak ; Lepers 
| | N 2 were 
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were clenfed , and. certain perfons being dead| 
were reftored to life again.. So much availech 
Prayer with the Lord, ifit be fervent. But tc 
bring it'a little moreclofe as to.the prefent vilita 
tion-of the Lord; See of what force and efficacy)” 
it hath been with the Lord co appeafe his wrath} a 
and flay the exécution of his judgments. Wher"? 
the Children of J/rael fell a murmuring , ancmg’! 
had'greatly provoked the Lord by their unbewtl! 
lief 5 Infomuch thatthe Lord threatned tro {mitqg’3 
them with Peftilence, and difinherit them ; A4o/e) 

- fallsa pleading and interceeding with the Lord fom 


. 


them. Pardon I befeech thee ;- che iniquity, oj 
this people , according unto the greatnefs of chy)! 
mercy , and as thou haft forgiven this peoplemiit 
from Egypt > even worl now... And the Loral a 
faid , Ihave pardoned according to thy word, Numb 0 
14.12, 19, 20. Sothat only thofe men whobroughiq™ ° 


up the evil report upon the land, dyed by the Plaga ih i 
before the Lord, verf.37. Soin the. cafe of Korah dala 
Dathan and eAbiram, when the Congregation ole 
the Children of ‘frael-murmured againft Adofeg''0 
and’ Aaron, faying ,. they Rilled the people of thems ws 
Lord 5 This fe greatly incenfed the Lord 3 chat! ab 
he bad them go up from the congregation, that. bey 
might confume them in a moment. + Hereupon them: 
Text fates , they fell upon their facesy and Aaton eo 
according to the. command of Mofes , takes ag 
Ceufer and puts fire therein, from off the Alter, ana Birvene 


a | 
erly 
yr) * 


put os Iucexfe., and made an attonement for theyot 
peoples for there was wrath gone ont from the Lerd i 
the Plague was begun. And Aaron ftood between k 
the dead and. the living 5 and the. Plague was ; 
fai, Namd. 16> 45, 46547. This fhewechhow! 
—* gteatlee 
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greatly the Prayers and actions of Gods Servants 


§ 


do prevail withhim , when they are faithful, fer- 
ivent, and according to his will, Jam. 5.16. 


Kk fob 5.14. and forelhewedalfo che power and 
Micacy of Chrifts meditation for poor finners,who 
Vi “ reprefented by the Angels ftanding at the Alcar, 
Waving a golden Cenfer , and much incenfe gives 
: nto him. to offer it. with the prayers of all Saints, 
Ney. 8. 3. 
§ For God heareth him always, Joba 11, 40% 
(mind he it is chat makes interceiion for the 
Btanfgreflors, If2.53.12. and isthe attonement 
E propittation for our fins’, 1 Foba 2.1. and for 
Bis fake God before whom the Peftilence soeth, 
qt wreath remembreth mercy , Hab. 3. 2; 5» And 
ng the -blood of the Pafchal Lamb (figuring che 
ymiood of Chrift , 1 Cor.5. 7.) ftayed che Angel 
hich deltroyed the Egyptians from touching the 
Waelites , Exod. 12.23. Heb. 11.'28. So the 
jn @aoke of Aarons incentie (figuring the medita- 
yon of Chrift, P/a.141. 2. Rev, 8. 4.Stayed the 
¢mlague here from the Ifraelites which farvived. 
‘phat as it is written of the Peltilence in ‘Da- 
ids time , The Lord repented bim.of the evil, 
WG fard to the Angel that deltroyed the people 5 It 
j enough, flay now thy hand ,'2 Sam. 24. 16, So 
Wm this ver(e, che further efficacy anJ effet of faith- 
i fervent prayer, for the removal of this fore vi- 
ation of the Lord, is clearly held forthin that 
ayer of Solomon at the Temples dedication ; 
‘there be in the Land Famine , if there be Peltz~ 
ee, whatfoever Plague , wbat(sever Sickne/s 
te be , what Prayer and Supplication foever be 
We by any man, or by all thy people \frael, 
N. 3 which 
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Whieh fhall know every man the plague of his oven 
beart, and fpread forth bis hands towards this boufe 
Then bear thow in beaven thy drelling place, and for- 
give, and do, &c; 1 King. 8.37, 38, 39. And the 
Lord gave approbation to this prayer of his, as 
yotthave heard. Thus you fee in what way che 
Lord hath ufually been found for the divercing 
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of his judgments, and in which he hath ingagecii! 
himfelf to hear, and to be entreated, ? i 


Shall we confider a lictlethen, what is the gene:| tached 
ral {pirie of the Nation at this time ; now thatl as Out 
the. hand of God lies fo heavy uponie.. Is there) oma ¢ 
any preparation now ‘of meeting God, in this waymitl 
of humble and faithful fupplication ? O Exglanalgiiet 
where are thy tears, where are thy ftrong crys Mites We 
unto ‘the Lord? Will not the King of Nimeveb@tith 
rife up in judgment againft thee, and condemn theem 
He commanded that Man and Bealt {hould be coe ct 
vered with fackcloth, and cry mightily unco Godwmy tt 
and turn every one from -his evil way , angmeiee 
from the violence that was in cheirhand; and Gode bun 
was entreated, and turned away fromrhis fierce an-piera 
ger, that they pevifhed not. Ltten 

What thinkelt chou, O Exgland,. of thy. fins igilnin 
Have they not been crying fins?) May not the Lordmtihe 
{peak uncothee, and fay, as unto Cain, Who flex lhe a 
bis Brother, what baft thon done? The voice of ehymbitn 
Brothers blosd eryeth unto me from the ground, Gen Ahad 
4,10. Or as Pames in his time, to the rich ungod mt, th 
Jy men of that generation : Behold the hire of shins 
Labourers, which bave reaped. down your fields Me ly 
which is of you kept. back by fraud, cryeth, and the alin 
cries of them which have reaped, are entred into spin 
ears of the Lord of Sabbath. Ye have lived in plea: Many 
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| fare on the earth, aud been wanton > ye have mosrs(h.. 
| ed your bearts asin a day.of flanghter : Ye have con- 
demned and killed the juft, and he dith got refift yon. 
| James 5. 4,5, 6. 

|) Mayit noc be faid of thy fins, as is faid of che fins 
1of Babylon, That ber fins bave réached unto hea- 
| yen, and God bath remembred her iniquities, Rev, 
'18.5.. ‘Surely thy fins have been crying fins, they 
Mave entred into the ears of the Lord, they have 
\Teached unto heaven ;.God hath heard thy hide- 


yous Oaths, thy new hellifh invented Oaths, thy 


) Bblafphemed ? and a 


jhorrid execrations and. curfings, thy revilings and 
Dlafpemings. Bue whom halt thou reproached and 


gainft whom. haft chou exalted 


suigthy voice 2 and lifted up thine eyes on high? may 
limmtt not be faid of thee, as of railing Rabpbekah; 
BE ven againft the boly one of Urael ? And if thy fing 


have cryed fo loud, mayft chou not think thae 
thy tears and crys for pardon fhould found aslond 
in che ears of God >? 

But where are thy repentings and mournings? 
Where are thy weepings and fupplications ? Sure- 
ly, I eremble to think, what ftill*mine ears do hear 


fand mine eyes fee, how few of chofe fins are left, 


Which caufe the Land to mourn, and the Lord to 


(maave a controverfie wich the ishabitants thereof. 


May it noe be Jaid to thy charge, even now when 


thoufands are {wept away by this deftroying judge- 
nent, chat when God callsto weeping and mourn- 
ing, to fafting and praying ; behold, joy and glad- 
refs, flaying oxen and killing fheep,, eating Heth 
nd drinking wine, playing and .gaming, ranting 
Md roaring, curfing and {wearing, pride and vo-_ 
aptuons living? And what faid the Lord ? Sure- 
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ly this iniquity fall not be purged from you, till ye 
dye, Wfa.22.12,13,14.,Nay, isi notmogt fad and la 
mentable toconlider,as it is very credibly reported, | 
that fome under thie hand of Gods vifitation, do| 
dye {wearing and curfing, in amoft. dreadful and! 
defperate manner. meee | Cy 
“Well'then’, confider this ye that forget God, oni 
felt he tear you in peices, and there be none to dee iad 
Tiver, before'the whole land be devoured by the @ 
fire ‘of his jealoufie, and- that he make a {peedy Musi’ 
riddance of all fuch as dwell inthe land. But for Moi 
you, who have received an anointing fromthe ho- | 
ly one, and are acquainted with the divine art of | 
prayer, and holy conference and familiarity with 
God; be much in the exercife of this heavenly ip! 
skill, be now iniproyving to the utmoft your in- 
terelt in God 3 lift up your voice with ftrength, 
fir ‘up your felves and cake hold of him, And if y by 
your confciences tell you, you have fallen by your. bing, 
iniquities, even in the lace Apoftacy. Take with you Mid y 
words, andturn unto the Lord, fay unto bim 5, Lake Bilin; 
away all iniquity, and receive us gracioufly, ” Say 
unto him, Athur fhall not fave'us, we will not ride 
mpor borfes, meither will me fay any more to the work Bult 
of our bands, ye are our gods, Hofed 14.1, 243+ Saye Minny i 
unto him, O Lord, though our iniguities teftifie 
againft us, do thou it for thy names fake, for onc 
back-flidings are many , we have. finned againft Bi, 
thee.” O the hope of Ifrael, the Saviour thereof Mj, 
in time of trouble. why fhouldft thou be'as a My 
ftranget in the land, and as a wayfaring man; that. them 
turhechafide to tarry for a night ?. Why fhouldft #y 2 
thou be.as a mamaftonifhed, as 4 mighty man that. Hin 
cannot fave? yet thou; O Lord, art in the midit of De bor 
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| ns, and we.are called by thy name, Jeave us not, 
| Fer-14.7, 959° Say, We are all a an unclean thing. 
andallony righteoufnefare % filthy raggs, and We gi} d, 

) | fadeas a leaf and our iniquities like the wind have taken 
|) us away 5 But yet, O Lord, thou art our Fath, owe 
are the clay, andthou our potter, and me all. ares}, 

| work of thyband. Be not wroth very fore, O Lord, 

» neztber remember iniquity for ever: bebald, fee me 
il befeeeh thee, we are thy people, \fa. 64. 6,8, 9. Thine 
enemies. roar inthe midft of the Congregation, they fez 

+ ap their enfigns for figns : Lhey. have eaft fire intg 
i thy Sanduary, they have defiled, by cafting down the 
Noll dwelling place of thy nameto the ground. 7 bey faid 
li intheir bearts, let us deftroy them together: Q God, 
| bow long fhallthe Adverfary reproach ? {hall +f;0 ene- 
my blafpbense thy name for ever ? Why withdrareft 
thou thy band, even thy right band ? pluck it out 


gt en ee kd iaeatilsStorereeearsiel mesiganton mis 


* ide a 


of 


\itby bofome, Wilt thon refrain thy felf for thefe 


things, O Lord? wilt thou hold thy peace, and af- 
jumgact us very fore, Plal. 74. And let the Pretits, the. 
lil Minijffers ef the Lord weep between the Porch and the 
‘Wi Altar, and let them fay, Spare thy people 5-0 Lord, 
mand give not tby heritage to reproach, that the heathen 
foould rule over them : wherefore {hould they fay 
Sill among the people, Where is their God ? Then will the 
it Lord be jealous for his land, and pity bis people, Joel 
N2,17,18. Yea, leethe Lords Watchmen, whom 
God hath fet. upon the Walls. of Jerusalem, never 
hold their peace day nor night; even thofe who 
make mention of the Lord,:and are the Lords 
remembrancers, Jet them not keep * filence. 
And give him no reft , till be; eftablifh and make his 
I Jerufalem a praife in the earth, ia, 62. 6.7) Till 
the heavens drop down from above, and the skies. 
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| 
1 


Pour down rightéoufnels, and the earth open, and q dig 


ae 


bring forth falvation, and righteoufnels ipringup 
togethers Efa..45..8)° TE) the Lord of Holts be ex- 
alted in judgement, and God that is holy be ‘fanctified 


tn righteoufne, \a.5.26. Fhus much for the fourth 
foveraion.Receipe, 


Lhe Fifth Spiritual Receipt: 
A 

sly. Phe next Spiritual Receipe’< and e[pecial 
prefervative againit this Peftilencial ficknefs, which 
i ihall recommend unto. thee, is this, Have thy 
awelling now in the feeret place of the moft high, 
Rial. ob.a. of as itis furchen expreit in the g. vere 
of che fame Pfalm, Make the Lord thy refuge, evex 
the molt bigh thy habitation. | 

In Peftilencial and contagious times and when 


the ficknefs comes near to our own houfes, moft™ 


mien and womens thoughss are bufied abour their 


haitations and dwellings ; where they (hall remove 


and have their beings, fo-as they think they may be. 
moit (afe and (ecure from the ftroke of Gods Vili- 
tation 5 and therefore they will chufe -( efpecially 
duch as are more able and wealthy ) the belt coun. 
try where is the belt aire, and moft healchfial (oil, 
and the beit company, and food, and fuch other 
accommodations, as may probably conduce to the 
Keeping of themfelves in a found and healthful 
¢onttitution. In fome cafes fuch proviftons as 
thefe may be neceffary , expedient , and lawful. 


And therefore it is upon my heart now to dire® = | 


thee where thou mayft cake up a moft fecure and. 
fafe habitation, and that isin God, in the fecret: 


Place.of the moft high, under the fhadow of the” | 
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MS) Almighty 5 aad lec me tell thee, whoever thou 


®) are chat feekeft fecurity and protéGion elfewhere, 


; 
‘Ni and takeft not up thy dwelling in God, thou wilt Pi f 
"N) be fruftrated in chy expectation. Shouldjt thou bid Li a 
NS) shy felf im the top of Carmel, Amos 9.3: Or take iis | 
DB the wings of the morning, and dwell in the nttermeft .. ni fan 
B parts of the fea, Pfal, 139.9. ‘even there his hand ea | 
) will find thee out, and the’ ftroke of his indignati- a | 
® on will light upon thee. The only way then to yt 
a) | fecure thy felf, is not to be flying from, but tobe fe i 
MQ flying unto God ; to be living and dwelling in ig 
il) God. God as he is a fecret} place, fo heis a fecure . 4 
gh 


| place. Every man would be there (efpecially in 
times of danger’) where he may be moft fecret and 
fecure.. But what may we underftand by making | 
God our habitation, or by dwelling in che fecret ( 
place of the moft high, The words are very com- Bd 
prehenfive, and'of a large extent, but I thal! re- ie 


(Mi duce them tinder fome following heads; after I 
i have touche a little by way of explanation, or 
eH Opening of them. | 

Vil 


By cae fecrec placé of the mofthigh, we may 
underftand Heaven, the feat and throne of God, 
which the Scripture holds forth under thefe three | 
denominations or expreflions, Pale te 

To wit, His bigh place, his boly place, bis fecret ae 


MI place, i 
Sf His high place, Plal..93:4. The Lord on high ts mi we 
cM mightier then the notfe of many waters, Pfal.97-9- 


Zhou Lord art bigh above all the earth, above ‘all peo- 


tm ple, Pfal.o9,2. The Lord is high above all Nati- ; 

wi Ons, and his glory above the heavens, Who is like ere Ras 
i vento the Lord our God , who dwelleth on bigh, Plal- OO | 
te 313.5. heavenisahighplece. =. Hei 
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SO itis hisi Holy place,.in Pfal. 46. 4. they are 
joyned both together = The River , the fireams 


whereof make glad the City of God. s:is:faid- to bey 


the holy place of the tabernaeles of the moft bigh. So 
in Tfae57.45» Lhus faith thehigh and lofty one that 
inbabiterh eternity , whofe name w holy; And mark 


what follows? I dwell in the high and holy places! P 
with bim alfo that is of a contrite aud humble Spirits | 


&c. In Pfal..68. 5. ef Father of the fatherlefs, 
anda Fudge of the widows, is Godin bis holy babita. 
¢vomy that is, im heaven his holy habitation, or the 
habitation of his holinefs, and of his glory, as it is 
teroted, Ifa. 63, 15, | 
So here it is called his Secret place, the fecret 
place of the moft highs and heaven may very fitly 
be called Gods fecret place, as_wellias hishigh and 
holy place 5 becaufe God and Chrift,and the things 
of beaven and eternity, they are fecret, hidden, and 
myiterious things.» Great is the myfteryof godlinefs, 
1 Lim, 3,16. Soin Col. a. 26. The Apofttle 
calls it, Ibe myjfery bid from ages and generations, 
but now (faith he) is made manifelt to bis Saints 5 
and. the. Saints. chemfelves they have hue an imper- 
fect fight of God. Wefee but his back part, Exod. 
33-23. but as through a gla(s darkly; Weknow but 
22 part, but when that which is perfect is come, then 
that which is tmperfect foal be done aray, 1 Cor, 13. 
99 10 42, -Henceit is, that God is faid, To dwelliz 
that light which no man can approach unto, whom no 
man.baib feen, or cam fee,2 Lim. 6. 17. 
2. Jelus Chrift may be. faid to. be. Gods Seeret 
places <3 
1» In thet he is faid as before, To be the mylterys 
which was kept feoret fince the world began, Rom,16. 
25 2.Ia 
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| sof 2.4n vefpec of that incomprehenfiblenhion that 


is betwixt che Fatherjand the Son: Fob. 27:21; 

3+. Becaule the declaration-os revelation of the 
Father is from Chritt): whovis: in che bufeme of tbe 
Father, Joh. 1.18. and thatsa Secret places: And 
the Apoitlefpeaks of a life thas is hid with God in 
hriltCol. 2.3. ® 

4. la relpe& of Chrifts eternity with the’Facher, 
the Lord pollefing bim in the beginning 
before bis morks of old. Then was C bret 
one brought up with him, Prov. 8. 22, 30. 
5: Chrilt -himfelf is fid to be, 4 bidding place 
rom the wind, and a covert fromthe tempelt M{a,22.2. 

3. Ehe Church (which was.figured by the'Ta- 
bernacle) may be {aid co be Gods Secret place, his 
dwelling place...God. bathidefiredit for bis babitati- 
a3 This (faith he }iis my reft for ever, bere will i 
awell, for I bave defired it. Pfal.1 32.13,14;'Fo which 


of ‘bis way, 
by ‘him, a 


purpole is thac.in Pfal. 27.5..where we read of 


the fecret of his tabernacle, j» the fecret of bis ta~ 


enté ro 
che Sanctuary or Ark, the placeof Gods abode OF 
vilible prefence, {0 to be hidsin his pavilion, the 
Prophet declares the affurance he had,beine fhroud- 
ed under Gods proteXio;nhide me or keep me fafe, 


B asin the molt holy place of thy Sanctaary.-s7-here 


| tone might enter, but the High Preift,and that alone, 
once every, year, and not without blood neitherevhich he 


I) offered for himfelf, and for the érrovs of the people-Heb . 


~* 
eee 


9.7. And thisis called Gods fecret-or hidden; place, 
Ezck.7.22., As his Saints are.called hishidden ones, 


| P{2/.83.3-S0 Pfal.31.20.D bow halt bideiheimin the 
BD fcovet of thy prefence,or thonhideft chem‘in the hiding 
Place of thy prefence, where thou always looks unto 


them, 
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chem,in fecret favour,which the world knoweth not. jg i” 
of, So then to dwell in the fecret place of the moft | agit 
high , isto dwellin God, in Heaven, in Chrift, gf" 
in his Church , to have a converfation with God §"' 
inthe heavens; Asthe Apoftle expreffeth it, Pht. jg" 
3.20. For our converfation isin Heaven; To have | 
our affections on chides above, Guls3.2. to live’ yy" 
a life of fellowfhip and»communion with God, as’ 
che Apoltle Fobmexpreflethit, 1 Fob. 1.3. 
Again , To make God our habitation, includes is 
thee four or five particulars. a) 
1, A mans habitation is the place of his conftane §™) 
refidence and abode. 3 | 
2. Ie is the place of his fafety , fecurity , and 
ftrength. | 
3. Itis the place of ‘his fecrecy. pi 
A. Ieis the place of his recreation, dele&ation, 9) 
or delight. thin 
5. leisthe chief place of his negotiation ,com=_ wid g 
merce and converfe, ai 
Under thefe five heads, or feveral fences, may 
we uriderftand our dwelling in God, or making ffi 
God atir babitation. a 
tr. Theathe place of a mans dwelling 5 is the § heme 
place of his conftanc refidence or aSode; When W in| 
we would {peak with aman 5 we enquire where ; 7 a 
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in and with God. Thow wilt not be asa ftranger 9 jy», 

ina forreign Land, and asa wayfaring man, that huh 

turneth afide totarry for a night , as Feremsab ex- q 
pref. 


tin 


| itching 


con 


i! now end. then. 
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| preffeth it, Chap,14.8, Thou,wilt not take up a 
| fights lodging with him , and thenaway., andbe 
ae : as Travellers and .wayiaring men ufeto do, 
but chon wilt abide with, him, fet up thy dwel- 
Rene with him; many will out ofa complement, 
go and give.a. Piiend or an Ac- 
quaintance.a vifit-¢ orfor diverfic ns faker, being 

tired 3¢ may be in théir, Shops , through ph 
plicity, of Oufinefs ,° and their worldly negotiati- 
ONS, they are willing to. take aditele -recreati on, 


‘Whentheycan vei gitpence with it. Even fo do 


many, deal with God., they willgive him, it may 


f be ,.a. complemental vilic, now, and then ; Some, 


they wall go to, yh now.and 
Diy ae Service Cas,they call it) .or it, may, be. if 
they hear where. an ablepoweriul man, Preacheth, 

phey will perhaps oue..of, a humour ,,.or fome 
etre, go and hear him 5 And. others. they 
will give Goi a uilit now andthen 9 ific be butto 


then, and hear 


| ftop the mouth of conf{cience then > will pray gow 
3 y t 


, 


at king j 


band then , and -hear now and :then.,. when theit 
worldly occafions wil) give them leave, they % will 


1 be fervisg God when they know not how to ferve 


the) 
hen 
were 
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. Nay , it may be ,. they will go.a 
firain higher , and exprefs fome kind of delight 

in what they do , ic fhailbe fome kind of recre- 

ation unto them now, and thento come among 
the affemblies of Gads Saints, like thofe;whom 
the Lord reproves inthe Prophec Ezekiels time, 
forward hearers they were, they {pake one to ano= 
faying 5 Come £ 
pray you 5 and bear what is the wordthat.cometh fart 


from the Lord 3 Aud Cfaies the Lord.) they come un~ 


torhee as the people cometh y and they, fit before shee 
they 


te 
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“ as my people, and they bear thy words . but tbey| 
“will nat dothem 3 for with their mouth they thew; 
much love, but their heart gocth after their cove-| 
“eoufnefs, And lo , thou art untosbenas a very lovely. 


“fang of one that bath a pleafant voice , and can playh i 


well on an inltrument ; for they bear thy words, beit| 


they do them not 5 Ezek. 33. 30,31, 32, O he’s a py? 


“gallane man ya learned man’; fay chey, how ex. 


cellently did he (peak ? evea like-a lovely fong, pid 
chat foundeth pleafantly. So is tc faid of Herod. gw! 


that he heard: Fobn the -Baptift , and obferved| 
him 5 yea; didmany things, and heard him gladly,} 
yet rather then he will part'with his Herodias, his 
“darling fin, off muft' go his head, Mark 6. 20, 
ut thigas not co dwell with God. Some peoplef 
they have their fits in Religton;they will be (eem- 
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iigly devout now andchen , and efpecially if cheir #! 


religion (wims along withthe times, and is in faa | tht 


thion 4 andaltep to worldly preferment , fo long] 
they willfaHow Chrift ; buethefe not having root! 
in themfelves, endure but fora while 5 for when 


® 
re 


y 


tiibulacion or perfecutiod arifeth, becanfe of the mt Opp 
word, by and dy they are offended, Mat,13.21. See ini, 


then that thou halt thy dwelling , 12 God chy fix 


“habitation and abodein God) So had “the ‘Church Bi 
in Pfz, 90. 1,2. Lord , Thow halt been our dwelling Mie 
place in all generations ; Before the Mountains were Minn 
brought forth, or ever thou badjt formed the earth 5 | eo 
‘even from everlafling to everlafling , thou art God, Miike 
This Pfalm is faid to be a Prayer of Mofes the man a 
of God, in'which Mofes does acknowledge’ the @ 
“Lord to be their dwelling plate} their habitation Hii): 


or manfion-houfe, or place of retreat in‘ all ge. 


nerations , in all their travails through the terri- By, 
43 ati st : ble 
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i ble Wildernefs , wherein’God lead them, God 
| feo) yrasa refuge unto them in their. greatett ftreichts, 


time and peanbies at-all times ; He had promifed that iat 

ln his -prefence fhould go with him,,and that he rec) |i 
ti) Wouldgive him reft , Exod. 33.14. and Mofes did a an 
', li experience the trach a it. And therefore in Dezt. MY i i 


Uti/33-.26,27- Ieisfaid , There is none like unto the Himears | 

0 God of Jefuran., mbo rideth upon the beavens far 

long’ thy help , and in his excellency onthe skie ; The 

Led eterual God is thy refuge, and underneath are the | 

nd everlajting armes.5 Soin che 29. verfe. Happy art re a 
alg then, O Mrael 5, Who. w like unto thee O people, ie 
1 hifaveed by the Pop the hieldof thy help 5 and who | 

1 the Sword of thy excellency , and thine enemies 

00k pall be found liers unto thee , and thon (halt tread 

(em: upon their high places 3 ; And chen indeed maylt chou l 

hp pe faid co dwellin God, cdhavea conftant abode | 

ibwith him, 

a i. When (as David) thouart continually with 

ina iT. Pfa.73. 23. andfet{t the Lord allways bee 

bent larethée » Pf. 16,8. This will awe us when we 

of thy have Opportunities and cemptations to fecret fins, 

1,hre2.39.9. This will poffefs us with more reve- 

yingence and godly fear in duties of his worfhip and 

nycpervice, 1 Cor.a1, 10. This will provoke.us to | 

li #liligence in. every good work. The eye of the : a 

go Matter makes a dikigent Servant, Col.3, 22. This. ieee 

ip pak comfort usin our wftiGions, and encourage us ihe 

Gipgaintt feirs 5 If we’ walk chrough the Valley of Perea 


én he thadow of death - 5 we (hall fear ao evil, if the Hae eh 
¢tmOrd is withus,° Pfa. 23-4. And he willbe with ie 
vfs While we be with him, 2 (bron, 15. 2. If we — rae qth 
jopre the Lord always before us. we fhall not be Dar ti. 
loved’; Pfs, 16.°3. Mofes endured , as feeing 1 it a nf 
O him P| ila ihe g 
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him who ig invifible |. Hebr. 11. 27. oa 

2. Then mayft thou be faid to dwell in God) 
and make him thy habication and conftant place) 
of abode , when thou makelt him thy chiefel} 
good, when thon chofeft him as thy portion} 
and chief happinef$, and liveft avholly upon hin} 
as thy All io all, Rom. 11. 36, When his nam@ 
and glory is firft infcribed on thy heart, chiefly 
in thineeye , and principally asthine end and aim} 
in all thy ations and undertakings, 1 Cor. 10.31} 
When thou canit fay with thre Pfalmift, Whom hav! 
Tin heaven bur thee, aud there i none upon earth 
that I defire befides thee : My flefo and my bear; 
faileth 5 but Godis tbe ftrength of my beart and my 
portion for ever’, Pla.73.26. Then wilt thou not 
know , nor defire; nor love any creature, but 
purely», as {ubordinate to God. If this were but 
fetiedin our heares | how would it ballaft chem, 
and keep them {teddy , that they would not be 
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tofled up and down with the various occurrences§, /’ 
of this life, neither liftup with Profperity , norg 


caft down with adverfity , for whether we have 
more of thefethings, they make no confiderableé 


addition tous 5; God is our happinefs, and not the§, |! 
creature ; or whether we have lefs of chefethings 9° 
i¢ is no‘diminution to our happinefs ;'we- ftill havey: 
our portion ; We are but asa man chat hath turned#t 
his eftate into money , though he hath not houfeg,# 
nor lands, nor flocks, nor herds; yet he hath thaty 
which anfwers all things, Eeclef. 10, 19. So it is@,” 


with one that hath God for. his portion, whofe js 


the earth and the fuloefs thereof ; He can with | hy 
Habakkuk, rejoyce in God, inthe deprevation}): 
and abfence of all other things, Hab. 3.175 bf 
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cul Arid fay with Paul, As forromful 5 Jet alway rem 
‘qoyeing 3 as poor, yet making many rich; as having 
ling) SDIS378 hi 
hie Motbing 5 yet poffeffing all things: 2 Cor. 6. 10+ 
sigh Waive CWenty-poundstoa poor man, and you make 
ny im ; cake fo much from him, and you tndoe 
a him ; buce it is nothing ina rich mans Purfe 5 thae 
che Bath thoufands coming in yearly 5 Let an wunbe- 
diigh Aelver loofe the World, and he loofeth’ all ; he 
, ,fcomplains wich Laban that his £0ds are gone, let 
(ji have thefe things in abundatice, and he ig 
; “tran(ported like Haman, but thefeare {mal} things 
a Withhim., whofe portion is the Lord: And there- 
| fe fore call nothing profperity or pleafure , but his 
nt love, and nothing adverfity or mifery but his dif. 
pt pleafure. When any thing would {eem lovely and 
i defireable which is againit him 5 call it Dung 5 
43 And hear that man, as Satanor the Serpent, thac 
; would entife thee from him 3 and count him bug 
at Vanity, a worm. and duit, that would aftrighe 
i Tthee from thy duty,to him: 
10 3. Then maytt thou be faid to dwell in God, 
im (0 have thy conftant abode with him ; Whenthou 
OR ale prize all opportunities of communion with 
od in: his Ordiaances ; a8 Prayer, Reading, 
hing ind Hearing , the Word of God. So David 9 As 
a tbe Hart panteth after the water-brooks {0 panteth 
qi ‘ny foul after thee O God, Pia. 4.2.1.0 God thor 
ol tt.my God , early will I feek thee; my foul thirfeth 
or thee, my flefh longeth for thee, in a dry and 
NM binfty land 5 where no water is: To Jee thy power 
Mind thy glory , fo as I have feen thee inthe Sandu- 
iy , Pla, 63.1,2. and 84-1,2. Hom amiable are 
| by Tabernacles O Lord of Hots ? my foul lougeth, 
I} 44 .2ven fainterb for the Courts of the Lord ; my 
i) al Q 2 beart 
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heart and my flefh eryeth ont, for the living God, » So a 


Plal, t22.1. [was glad when they {aid unto me 5 i it: 
letine gointothe Howfe of the Lord, ' This to do 7) 
our Duty, and our Priviledge. SE Boek 

1.'Ie is our’ Daty, aud pare of that homage mind: 
which we owe to God, as our Lord and Lawgiver, mifadl 
by prayerto acknowledge our dependance on him, aie, 
Pfal. 65, 2. and our fubjeCtion co him , by fitting Bist! 
dowa at his feet, to receive the Law from his hiv: 
mouth, to take our initruétions from him, Dewi my tt 
33° 3° . 9 fia 

2.-Icis our Priviledge, which coft two of thes tien 
sreateft gifts which heaven could afford, Eph.2.17. Mit, Px 
the Son.of God,jthac we might have acceptance; THEg jah 
Spirit of God, that we might have afliftance. W haggis) 
ereater priviledge are we capable off? then at any@ifiti | 
time to go and reveal our caule to God, and £OR) the 
pour ont our complaints before him, Fer. 20. 12 Mphery 
To have leave to beg any thing of him, Lak. tt. 13 Bibra ic 


Toask Counfel of hint, Pfal. 119.24, ‘There De ih iq) 
ing in our communion with God a transftifien ii 7 
on of {pirits, the Lord communicating his Spiriti,cy, 
or Divine Nature to us therein, 2 Cor. 5.18. Best, 
fides our own prefling seceflities, which fhouldj,;,, 
daily provoke us hereto. And the oftner we come jn) , 
to God, the more welcome fhall webe, Cantiyy 
2.14. and the more boldnefs, and libercy, of acayu).,. 
eefs we (hall have ; dif-ule and in-frequency breedem,),. 
ing a ftrangnefs betwixt God and cheSoul, ‘andy .,° 
déading the heart to communion with him. 
2, A MansHouteis che place of his fafety, fecti-f},,, 
rity, and ftrength: We ule ‘co fay, a mans Houteyy, 
is his Caftle ; then we make God our habitation}, 
when we make him our refuge-and our ‘ftrengehng 
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| So did David, I will love thee, O, Lord, my {trength* 
“| | The Lordis my rock, and my fortre[s , and my de~ 
We liverer: my God, my ftrength in whom I will traft, 
i | my buckler, the born of my falvation, and my bigh 
‘tower, Pfal. 18. 2. God was his frength, his de- 

WN) fender in all adverfities ; God was his rock, where 
he fledifor refuge, when hunted and purfued by his 
it) enemies, his fortrefs ‘or ftrong hold, wherein he 
Mi was fafely kept and preferved ; his fheild to over- 
li fhadow and defend hint. The i.orn of his falyati- 
WM On, that is, ‘the firength of his deliverance sand 

® the high tower or ftrong tower of, his proré&tion; 
Wherein co his righteous foul.did. run, and was 

B fore, Prov. 18.10. Inthe 61. Pfal. 2..2ad 3, David 
‘prayeth , That God would lead .bim to the roek, that.. 
B45 bighertben he. For thou hat been a {belter for me 
(faith he ) anda flrong tower. from the enemy, So 
Bia che Pfal.71.3.. Be thou ‘my {trong habitation, 
“Ml wheresnto I may continually refort: Be thou to me 
Miifor.arock of habitation, where I may continually 
OE Aly unto in all my. difficulties and. diftreffes, See 
li alfo Pfal.31.2, With what confidence in God was 
‘the Cauch carried forth upon thisaccount 4 Gods 
mour refuge and-{trength, a very prefent help in trouble. 

LOW Therefore will not me fear , though the earth be re- 
moved,and though the mountains be carried into the 
mialt of the fea. Though the waters. thereof reir 
and be troubled, though the mountains foake with the 
{welling thereof, Pal. 46, 1,:253.. By. che changing 

Of the earth, and removing of mountains, are 
‘Often meant the alteration of. States and Peolities, 
\Hagg, 2.21, 22. Ferem. 51-254: Rev. 6.14. | By 
which we are given to underftand’,. That in the 
fime of the greatelt mutations and revolutions in 
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Eime of the greatelt cofing and tumblings, turns | 


ngs and over-turnings, che Chureh wonld not be | 
difmayed, but confidently expe& deliverance from | 
God. . . 
Well eben, af thou wilt make God thy habita. | 
tion, @hy place of fecurity and ftrensen, thy rock | 
and thy forerefs 5; Thou wile make him thy only i 
rock, thy only ftay and truft ; thou wile feek help | 
and deliverance in all thy ftreights and trouble | 
from him, and from him only. He only (faith the @ 
Plalmift ) is my rock'and my falvation , he is ray de- | 
fence, I fball not be moved, And from. hence it is 
chat he encourages his foul,To waite only upon God, | 
telling us chat his expe@ation was from him, P/al. 
62.6.7, Nor would he truft in his Bow,, nor on | 
his Sword to fave him. Pfal. 44. 6. aa, 
Now then doft thou make God thy only rock, §.,,° 
thy only refuge > Dott thouwflye unto him inall thy 9, 
itreaghts, and ¢o him only ? or haft chow recourfe | 


a 
yr, 


to fome other rock ? to'fome other refule > Take a 


heed of trufting Th maa and making fleth thine 

arm: There’s a curfe denounced agiinft fuch,. Jer, | 

17-5. Doft thou'go down into Egypt, to firengthen § 
cliy felf.in-the ftrengch of Pharaoh ? know. then, f 
that chou trufteft buc upon\a ‘broken flaff, and a h 
bruifed reed, as Rabfhekeh aid to Hexekiah 2 King. 
18, 21. ever in'athadow. ~ And that the ftrengrh | 
Of Pharaob thall be chy thame, and che crutt in the ai. 
fhadow of Egypt thy confufion, 1/2.30.2,.3. Doft 

thou pur thy eruft in Princes, or in the. Sons-of | 
Men? know chat chou trufteth but in a fhadow | 
likewife, Fudg.9./15. and‘that there is no help in | 

them; there-breath goeth forth, they return to Mf 
their earth, in chat very day their thoughts pee | 


1§ 
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| rilh, Pfal.46.3,4. And that its better to truft iv 
| the Lord, thento put confidence in mar x, yea, then to 
put confidence in Princes, Pfal. 118.8, 9. Doli thon 
yf) eruftin graven Images, and fay tothe molten Ima- 
f) Tes; ye are Our gods? know thou fhale be curned 
it) back, and be: greatly afhamed’, yea, confounded, 
ish) £f2.42.17. Pfal..97.7. -Isthy truft fuch-as is the 
it! Hope Of hypocrites ? know that. the hypocrites 
hope fhall,perith and be cut off, and his truft {hall 
fp be as a (piders web, Fob 8.14... Dolt chou make | 
“© gold thy hope, and fay to the fine goldythou 
Gu | art my conhdence ? trulting in: the abundance of 
ep thy wealth, and ftrengthening thy lelf in thy wick 
“®) ednefs ; know that thisis an iniquity to be punith- 
Bred by. the Judge, for. that chou denielt God that ts 
i | adove, Fob 31.24,28. Yea, farther know 5) That 
It God fhall deftroy thee for ever, and take thee away, and 
I pluck thee out of zby dwelling place, and root tbe out 
nM Of the land of the living. And -therighteous {hall fee, 
pana fear, and laugh at thee (and fay) Lo this is the 
, Wan: that made not God bis ftrength, Pial. 52.5, 
i 6, 7..Doft chou truft im thine own beauty, and 
b@ play the harlot, and pour. out thy fornicactions? 
“a know that God, will judge thee, as women thae 
“i break wedlock and fhed blood are judged, and will 
‘give chee blood in fury.and jealoufie, and throw 
“down thine eminent places, and: break down thy 
| high places, and ftrip chee of thy cloaths, and take 
thy fair jewels, and leave thee naked and bare, and 
my execute judgments upon thee, Ezek" 16. 1536, 
ie 395.41» Dott thou eruft inlying words, faying, 
Wy Lhe Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord, the 
BS Lemple of the Lord are thefe ; and notwithftanding 
‘Steal, Murder, and Commie Adultery, and Swear 
ie ah OO: 4 falily, 


pe 
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fallly, and Burn Incenfe unto Bagl ,and Walk after) 
other gods, and ftand before che ‘Lord, and fay, 
thow art delivered to do all thefe abuminations ? know 
that: thefe are pe words, thac will, not: profits | 
but. confider rather, what the Lord did to Sbil b 
(where he fet ‘his hame at thé fir ) for the wicks! 
éednels of his people I/rael, Jer-'7. 4985 12, ‘Doky 
thou trult to thine own righteoufnels, and commit! 
iniquity 2? know that all thy righeéoutnefe thal! not (mice 
be remembred, but for thine iniquity, which thou illm) 
comunittelt , thou {haic a for it,’ Ezek, 337 135mm! 
Do{t chou truft is chy way, ia the muleicude Sd qty 
thy mighty men’? kaow, Tied therefore'a cumuie gin 
thall avife a: mons the people, and afl che fortreffes Hiei t 
fhall be {poiled, Hof: 10.13, 14. Dott thou-truft Mimi 
in thine own ‘purity, and fay , ftand by thy felf} Bi th 
wne NOt near to Me, for] om ‘holier then chou ; Biconfo 
“iy? thac chow are bute afaok in Gods Nofe,. and Gin 
a fire that burnetieall the day He. 65. 5- and that ai, 56 
the Lord ‘hath pure’ no: tru in ‘his ie vants and Bh And 
his Angels he charged with:'folly.sfow nitich fe(S Maltiy 
on Vehem thas dw reli in houfes’ df clay, whofe! foan= Mihi! 
dation is in the duft, which ave ciulhed beforeéeheé Mini, 
moth, Job 4. 18; V9. BY al 
Burt afcer al! this, perha ps thou'wile fay, FRed Baths 
wile:cruit in thine-own heart, for'that will not des Bp be | 
ceive thee; wile thou do fo > ‘know then thon art By 
but afoo) forthy labour in Gods accoune, "Prov, Mi. 
29.,26. lity beareiwill deceive ct! 1€€, for iis des Hip ,. 
ceitful above all: things’ and defperately wicked! 


who; can khow i¢:? Fen. 17.°9.°- Thus you fee} fin 
that God alone isto be ceufied! ins and'co tru in | 

any thing elfe, willbe but.as‘an Egyptian Reed to 

1622, UNCO, | 
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And as God alone is to be our rock and our rez: 


lly ifuge, {fe are we'to make him our flock and: our 
‘iipieruft at all cimés, So is che Exhortation: Lruft 
oh (22 bim at all times 5 ye people, pour out your hearts 
Jil § Before bim: Godés a refuge for HB Pfal. 62.8. So 
ip Ufa. 26, 4. Lrufi*ye in the Lord for ever, for in the 
of \Lord Jehovah # everlafting flrength; At what time 
mn iy am afraid ({aith David ) I will trujt in thee (wher 
ini his enemies were ready to {wallow him up ) Jz.God 
iNT bave put my trujt, I mill not fear what flefh can do 
antome ,Pfal. 56.354. And whatfaid fob ? Though 
he flay me, yet will I truft in bim: 1 will maintain 
Mil maine own ways beforehim, Job 13.15. Isit.acime 
jof evil tidings , \thou wilt not be affraid , if thy 
heart is fixed , trufting in the Lord, P/al. 112.7. 
|Doft thou fear the Lord, ‘and yet walk in a dark 
W@difeonfolate eltate? even thea art thou cto eruft in 
igjthe Name of the Lord, and ftay upon thy God, 
the Lf. 50.10. | 

ig And as thou art to make God alone thy rock, 

and thy refuge, and truft in him at all times , 0 

wmwith all chy heare, Not leaning to thine own under- 

retianding, but in alltby ways acknowledging him, and 
ibe fhall direét thy paths, Prov, 3.5, 6. Vea, the 
WLord fhall help thee, and deliver thee : be (ball deli- 
iver thee from the wicked, and fave thee, becaufe thou 
brute? in bim, Plal. 37-40. This David acknow- 
mmvedged Pfal.22. 4,5. Our Fathers trulted in thees 
they trufted, and thou didft deliver them. They cryed 
chedgmnto thee, and were delivered: they trufted in thee, 
land were not confounded. 

‘Well chen, wouldft thou have God tobe a help 
efgice-unto thee ?. Truft in him. He i 2 
ror a feild, to all thofe that trufe in bim. 
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Pfal. 18.30. Prov.30.¢. For whois God fave the 


Lord ? or who is @ rock fave our God ? Plal. 1. 30, 


3%, 1$1m,2.2. He js the rock, bis work is perfect for 
all:bis ways are judyment: a God of truth, and) 


without iniquity ; jut and right it be, Dent.32. 4.1m th 
Wold thou be ftedfft and unmovable pe che! bre 
rock whereupon ¢he Church is builded, agaist 


Which.no ftornis, nor cempefts ; no, nur the gates 


of hell {hal evar prevail. Tratt in God: They, ” 


that trujt in the Lord foatl be as (Mount Sion, 


which cannot he removed, but abideth for ever, Plaly} i . 
125.1. Wouldit thou poffe the land, and inhes| 


rite Gods holy Mountain ; fee chat thou cruft in} 
him, T/4. 57.13... Would@ chow be fac and flows) 
rifhing , and’ oc ceafe-from bearing of fruic?| 
and that bleffednefs fhall be thy portion. Truft 
in the Lord. Bleffed is the man that trufterh in the} 
Tord, and whofe hope the Lordis. For be fhall-be a al 
tree planted by the waters, and.that fpreadeth out her’ 
roots by the river, whofe leaf (hall be greet, and {hall} 
not ceafe-from yeilding. fruit, jerem.17-.7,8.. Pra,| 
28.25, And as David Pfal. 40, 4. Bleffed is the man 
that maketh the Lord his irujft : and vefpedeth not the! 
proud, nor {uch us turn afide to lies. 

_3° A mans Haufe or Habication is the place of 
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Bis Secrefie. Where does the Husband and the! a buf 
ife, Ora man and his freind; unbofome them-| 

felves communicate thein thoughts , and the verya’ 

fecrets of cheir hearts each co other; but nfually® 


and for the moft part in their Honfes, in their. prie 
" vate Chambers and Clofets:2? Soic is -with the Man} 


: , 
or Woman that makes God their habitation. They 


§o'to God, and.in their Clofet andclofe retire- 
ments’ with che Lord, how will chey unbofome| 
| thems) 
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vip nemfelves, and lay open their very hearts, and 
pmol fecrets thoughts, and{preading them before 
iB che Lord. » 

4 So did Hanna in the bitternefs of her foul, the 
», frayed and wepe fore, and in her fecret retire- 
sqments fhe poured out her foul before the Lord, 
| f Sam. 1,10, 15. meaning the trouble and anguifh 
on 2f her heare., So David when his {pirit wasover- 
Whelmed. within him , then he cried. unto the 
}Lord, and poured out his complaint before him, 
omind fhewed him all his trouble, P/al. 142. 1, 2, 3, 
lth Jeremiah 20, 10,11, 12. when he lay under evil 
it @eports and defamation, and his familiars watched 
ogror his haleing, whar.courle does he take ? He goes 
nite? GOd, and opens his:caufe unto hifh, or difco- 
warers his caufe unto him, asto an Advocate or Pa- 
(pron. O Lord of Hofts (faith he) that. trieft the 
Beghteous, and feeft the reins and) the heart ; let me fee 
Wl 2) vergeance on them, for unto thee Pave l opened m 

waufe.So isit {aid of Hezekiah, when he hadreceived 

rhe Letter of railing Rabfbekab and read it, he goes 
yale into the Houfe of the Lord, and f{preads it be- 
jmore the Lord,in this manner, O Lord God of Ifrael, 

Prhich dwelleft between the Cberubims ; thon art the 
God, even thow alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth, 
| eon. aft made heavens and earth. Lord how dovon 

j'Pine car and hear : open, Lord, thine eyes and fee: 

27d bear the words ef Senicharib, which hath fent 

Yim to reproach the living God. This hath been the 

Manner of the Servants of the Lord, who have 

g Made God their habitation ; they go to God in 


_dmeectet, and pour out their fouls before him. 0 
mu laith Fob.) thet I knew rehere I might find bim, that 
A might come even to bis feat ? I would order my caufe 


before 


“€rat r knew where to ane hiay, lehac j niight come} 


= 
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before him, and fill my month with arguments, Job 23| i 
3946 Holy Job (eve n now a Proverb, ora Pro.! 
digy rather ) Perceiving his freinds aigoueient be 
were fuller of reproaches chen confolations, neg | 
le&s to anfwer them , and refolves to get hin tc) 
God, the onely fupport and refuge ofthe me: able,| i 

The (oareft ftr okes, cannot ee away graciong 
fouls from God, but rather draw chen yearer untom 
him 3 chey feldome or never think chemfelves negra” 
€ 1ough tinto God, itsSunjand Sheild jand Center (| e 


even to his Seat. And Gods Judgine: e-feat where! 
be fitsto hear and determing Caules, is nor cerr-| dy 
ble or unapproachabletoa Beleiver, who knows—'!” 
i¢ co’ be a Throne of Mercy, as Fob did here. And esa 
happy are all that dan fay fo; For we muff all ape’ 
pear defore the Fide gment.feat of Chrift, 2. Cor. San". 
40,11. and it.wiil be terrible co all thofe that dog! 
not often re(ore'cthither before hand. “And ic is§" 
sood to ‘have oar heares aid’ mouchs fill'd wich §: ’ 
Arguments, when we come'to plead, and expoftu- ever b 
fate, and reafon out our great.concernments with g*! 
Our "God + who hath all good things’ lying ready iy te 
by him, wd waits’ only for Prayer co come and ne 
geech them away. Not that God ftands*tn need @! 
of our \informinghim concerniig our heceflities, fie 
estat he knows better then we ;°'but becaule | lnk 
hereby we give feme proof, that weare not altoges | 
het ftrangets at home (as many carelefs ones are’) | | 
but know. fométhing of our felves and out ‘own | i 
cafes, and of him and his dealings towards ts. if " 
ovirmouchs then be -flld with arguments, we may i i 
be fine Of an Anfwer. God will noe fic till and fay’ i 
neéthing; he will not ficrlilke gn image, like a dumb it tad 
“ Moh the 
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ie| Idol, asthe Abominatious of the Heathens , their 
B) Dit Stercore: , their. Dunghil Gods ‘(as they 
pare called, Deut. 29. 17.) muft of* necefli< 
ingity do, they can dovno otherwife, though men 
cg HH cheir mouths with Arguments, and empty 
xii their veins of their blood before them 5 1 King. 
iim 28-28. Go boldly then to the Throne of grace, 
1 plead with God, and fill your mouthes with argu- 
smanents ; {pread thy complaints before him, and 
comm Open chy canfe unto him, for when ever you do fo, 
jm Deyond all, peradventure , God will anfwer 5 
ie Lbere’s no fear that he will interpret this fawcinefs 
Band pretiinipcionin,thee , and fo anfwer thee with 
his filts about thine ears, or with his foot co kick 
(thee out of his prefence; there isno fear that he 
will fmother chee under the waight of his great- 
nefs, or dazle thee with his beams, or burn thee 
with his flames , or drive thee from the judgement 
pimfeat , aS Galliodid the Jews, A&. 18. 16. No, he 
ium never beats his people lower then their knees, and 
im thence fuflersthem , yea, helps them co rife again; 
iB nay, he will lay his hand uporf thy head. 5 yea, 
@underthy feet todo thee good ; he will firoke 
rather then ftrike a pleading{oul ; He will ftrength- 
enthee , and puc mettle into thee ; He will noe 
plead againft thee with his great and abfolute 
powcr. : 
So he deaft with Daniel aman that had great in- 
timate acquaintance with Ged , Chap..10. 19. 
(How was he ftrengthened when the Ange} touched 
‘him; The Righteous may plead and difpute with 
“him, even at che bar of Equity and Juftice, and 
the Judge cannot bue pronounce and pafs fentence 
imtheit favour 3 Thus righteous feremiah i 
oe wit 


% 


Rise SI APR ny 


vie th NS CiRCA NE cee pein RT Se 


506 The Caufes aud Cure of 


with him ; Righteous art thon O Lord, when I plead 
with shee 5 jer. 12-4.,And he invites his people| 
to. come antl plead freely , J/2..43-26, Put me ix) 
remembrance , faith the Lord , let us plead together, 
declare . shat Wan maylt be juttified if thon baftel 
anything to fay for thy felf , i. Yea, Idolaters} 
fhall havechis permiffion, to pleadfor chemfelvesi 
and cheir dumb Idols, if they have any thing com 
fsxy for chem , Tfa. 41. 21. Produce your catty] 
faith the Lord, bring forth your ftreng reafons, Pr | 
the King of Jaco 5 $ Shall Idolaters have this lic} 
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berty , and not thecrue Worfhippers, that wore), . 


{hip hina in Spiric.andin cruth ? The wicked thall} 
they have it, and not che righteous? Yes doubts} 


lefs, chis is chat boldnefs of {neech, 2 Cor. 7. 45) wh 


mentioned .as tire great priviledge of the Saintg, | 
elpeciaily now under the new Teftament, Heb.) 
4.16. Accedamus cum loquendi ubertate ad thronum| 
gratig Letus come boldly unto che throne of grace) 
EAeb. 19. 19. Having therefore boldnefs co enter} 
into the holielt by the blood of Jefus, (a right aad 
freedom to enter in with.our perlons hereafter, and | 
now by our Prayérs) le¢us draw neer with a ‘true. 
heart , with full affurance of faith ; Hehath given | 
us two great friends of his for our Advocates , the! 

one at hisowa righthand in heaven, moving and 
negotiating , and always appearing for us;. che} 
other fealedin our bréatts, his holy (pirit , making. 
interceflion for us. Yea, the Fathers dwn heart is | 
fall of love , brim full , and running Over , and | 
he loves to hear his children reafon it out with 
him 5 and he doth of fee purpofe delay to grant 


their requeits (ometimes, becaufe he loves to hear 


-Often from thems to hear their voices, and fee 
| their | 


alti t 


the PESTILENCE. - 207 


Ji their faces, Cant. 2, 14. to hear what they can fay 


forthemfelves : and fo he dealt with the woman of 
i; ‘Canaan , in thofe feveral repulfes he gave her, 
ni Mat.15.22, 23. Acquaint thy felf*then with him, 
Jiand be ‘at peace: thereby good (hall come unto 
pence, Fob 22.21. Othe fecret, intimate, and hea- 
ony familiarity, that is betwixt God and the 
Pgrations beleiving foul ; Ie is faid of Mfes, that the 
2 | Lordfpake unto him faceto face, aS aman {peaketh 
panto his friend , Exod, 33.11. That is, plainly, 
@familiariy: The like phrafe is ufed of (peaking 
mouth to mouth. * My fervant Mofes (faith the 
pmLord) # not fo, whois faithful in all mine houfe 
WVitbh him will I [peak mouth to mouth, even ap- 
parently , andnotin dark fpeeches , Numb.12, 7,8. 
BWell chen, if thon makeft God thy habitation, 
meoou wilt not, thou canft nor be a ftranger to 
‘§Sod, thou wile have fomeintimacy with him, {ome 
‘Blecret talk andcommunion with him ; thou wile 
ame ct and anon be opening thy heart unto him, and 
mee pleading and expoftulating the cafe with him. 
BPeniel could not be reftrained from this , thongla 
fue knew the decree or writing was figned , that 
BWhofoever fhould ask any petition of any God or 
> eMantor thirty days-, fave of the King Darius, he 
thould be caft into the Den of Lyons.. But he 
bm saes into his Honfe and kneels upon his knees three 
'mtimes a.day, and prayed, and gave thanks before 
ols God as he did aforetime, Dan. 6, 10. he would 
"rather dye then omit his wonted Worfhip , and 
ptaat ‘clofe intimate communion he had with the 
‘Lord in prayer. And it muft needs befo ; for how- 
Oever natural men and worldlings | ont. of their 
Obnoxiou{nets and fecret terror doflayifhly itis 
anc 
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and do not willingly , neither dare they‘draw heat) 
to. that God, whichto them is aconfuming fire) 
‘Heb. 12.29, Yetallthefe, who have truly tafted! 
how gtaciofigthe Lord is, fhall find their hearts} 
out of afecret fence of Gods love unto them firft,) 
kindly iaflamed wich infinite defire coliveunder the 
comfortable influence of his pleafed countenance, 
to enjoy his holy Majefty with conftant peace, and 
an humble {piritual accefs and acquaintance contie 
nually. His {pivit of Prayer, infinite love, yea; 
all his loving kindnefs , protections , prefervatis} 
ons-,, bounty , patience, divine illuminations,| 
{piritual bleflings, exercife of repentance, temp- 
tations and troublesfrom Satan , preflures and op= a" 
preflions from che world, lofs of iaward peace; jg" 
faintne(s of faith, want of fpiritual ftrengeh, fag 
fault of fome fpecial fin , (weetnels of meditations" ' 
daily favours fhowred down withoug. number, and { pe 
aboveineafure, che forethought of the great and jiith 
laft account , motions of che blefled (piric, {pi-jgmms 
ricual defertion, Sc, buc aboveall, the unuttes A [uli 
rable, and inexpreflible bleffednels, goodnels, and am 
excellency of chat highelt Majefty-it (elf, are, and; 
fhoutld be quickening and powerful motives to drive Mir 
us ffequently andinceflanely untoGod. | 

Objed But perhaps thou wilt fay 5 Tcis true, went | 
the righteous may bechus familiar with him, plead gto 
with him , and not be caft in their fuic ; Bue j 
where are thofe righteous, ones ? And who are” 
they > for ic is noc fo with me 3 God be mers Hien 
ciful co mea greivous finner 3 I dare not begs 
fo bold with him.; Mine iniquity ftops my | 
mouth, | 
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“Anfw. Vanfwer, Every one that hatha fhare in, 
thi yea, a fincere defire’ after the righteoufnefs of 
id Chrift, is righteous before him, and’ may in thac 
xighteoufnels plead and prevail, and asa Prince 
have power with God: For this is his own righte- 


ah th 7 


loufnels; of his own contrivance and appointment, 
nf Phe righteoufnels which is of God by faith; Pail. 3. 
£959- A righteoufnels fpun and woven out Of his 
oiown bowels, and the obedience of bis dear Son, a 
better then ever came upon: the back of Angels; 
for which the perfonal and Jegal righteoufnels of 
ight Pawl, of an Angel isto be. abandoned 3 Evangeli- 
wtal being far better then Angelical righteru{ncff. 
Thou canft not mifsa blefling in his garments,who 
ups not afhamed to be called thine Elder Brother 5 
), who came to change.cloaths and places with thee, 


iggind to take ali upon himfelf., that thou mightett 
.gimfeape. The Father ‘cannot but be well pleafed .~ 
ut q@aith the (mell of his Sons raiment: and ke fits too 
 pigapon a Seatof Judgement, and muit do thee right; 


lind Juftice ic felf ( Which will not be ewice paid) 


($28 much for thee; as mach chy freind as Mercy, 
» mom. 3.26, He is jujt, and yet ( nay therefore) 2 
qim@eetier of bimtbat beleiveth in Fefus. So that if 


hou are not utterly fhut up intimbeleif, if there 


ume but theleaft fpark of true faith alive in thy 


‘sid teart,chou may ft go boldly,and plead,and profper. 
Objet. 2. But | have nothing to'fay formy felf, 
muy heare is dryed up likea Potlheard, and wither- 
idlike grafs ; 1 have fin’d away all arguments, and . 
yeauit never Open my month any more before him. 
Anfw, True, not to boait, bur to plead chon 
nay, And halt. thou nothing to offer? not a 
igh 2? nor the groanings of thy foul? Leg the fizh- 
| P : ing 
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tags of the Prifoners come before thee (faith Davi 
Pfal.79.11. And for the oppreffiom of the poor, fe 
for the fighing of the needy, now will J anife C fait] jd 
che Lord himfelf ), Pjal. 12.5... L will fee him i oer 
safety, he him that puffeth at bim. We. om@ 
help from the {pirit., when we.are:enlarged.. B 
helps.us, even when we are f{traightned. Likeyl ti snip 
the (pirit alfo belpeth our, injirmeties, for we know mi | li 
what we fhould pray for as me.ougbt( no not Pat HS 
atid the Apoftles) bus thes{pirit + felf maketh inten |, 
ceffiom for us, with groanings wbich cannot be attere|—. 
From..9/26. with unucterable ftraightnings: Og 
enlargements may be but the flowings: of hi, i 
Gifts of the Spirit, Out*our inward pinchings ci ae 
coarctations, may be the Interceflion of the Spiny... 
it felf, che more immediate .operations of ch 
Spiric, | 
Aad we forge. that there,is. {uch a Prompter. bem, 
hind the Hangings , {uch. an, Incerpreter..( as hi ® 
Title fisnifies, aswell as a Comforter 5 Jile fuggeny, 
vovis omnia, He (ball teaeh yous all things, and brim) br 
all things to your remembrance, Joh. 14.-.26-:) furl " és 
an Interpreter, | fay, to make known the mind em. 
God to’us, and ours to. him; and asshe betraye bin 
the fecrets of God to the Saints, fo. he.rips @ 
their hearts before God, and fills their mouthsm. 
not only with windy words: but. weighty argil 
ments, Haft thou nothing then.co complainya 


He ant 


before thy Maker ? No Sin, no Devil?.no Diabog. 
lical Temptations ? no ftronge unmortified comm, 
ruptions ? no Spiritual Plunderers.2.no Egypragim 
Task-matiters ? no Criel Bondage, that. maketim), 
thy life bitter co thee ? no Enemy coming in asqm. 
flood to opprels and do the wrong ? No Irousyaa he 

t 4 \ 
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| that galls thy fhoulders? no violence: anc foil 
riaco cry out and complain of > Sure thou haf not 
‘Etudied thine own cafe, thou haft not ofdered thy 
laufe aright, if chis foudtain fail.thee. 
| ObjeG. But-all.Complaints are troublefonie, ren 
"annot endure then, 
) lAnfwer, God will, Ont of the 2hundance of my 
omplaint, and greif have I fpoken hitherto, {sys Han- 
@,1 Sam.t.16. and you know how the {ped. 


| 4ly- A Mans Honle is the placeof his Recreati: 


$5 Delecacion or delight. Where do men re- 
“Pteate and delight themfelves fo much (I fpeakas 
80 ordinary and daily recreations and delights ) aS 
®itheir own Habitations andDwellings? Where are 
MPiole intercourfes of delights between Map & Wife; 
ftintheir Domeftick habitation ?'where are chole 
sciprocal actions of ConjugalaffeQiousdemonit rac 
id fo much ag at home in cheir own. honfes? they 
at and.drink cogether , they commune and con- 
perfe together, taey fleep and folace themfel ves 
dgether , they joy and rejoyce together 5 yea, 
here true conjugal love is, they would not onely 

ve, but they would dye together. 7 
Even (oit is with tne Soul, chat makes God his 
Piditation. O the intercourfe of delights that is 
petwixt.God, Chrift, his Spiric, and the gracious 
Beleiving foul. What elle doth the Book of the 
gnticles or Seng of Solomon hold forth 3» What 
jes it. contain as the cheif matter.therecf, but a 
Molt excellent Marriage Song, by way of Dias 
gue between Chrift ‘aod his Church > Chrut ag 
e Bridegroom, and the Church as his Spoafe or 
tide 3sunder che Type or Figure of Solomon, and 
§Spoufe or Bride: Iu which Song , in fourifh- 
: P 2 ing 
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ing Allegorical and Rhetorical words; the ern 
hearty love, and the’molt excellent benefits ania 
favours of che Lord Jefus Chrift thé Bridegrome! 
unto the Chriftian Church his Spoufe or Brides 
And on the other fide, che earneft and hearty long 
inos of the Spoufe his Church, after her belovei|} 
Bridegroom the Lord Jefus Chritt > is fingularly | 
demonttrated and held forth. ait 

In it the Bridegroom and his Bride do hight; ft 
extol and praife each other. The Bride to fe WG 
forth his excellent dignity, his riches, and glory) py ett 
with all chofe {weet things that flow unto hee bt 
from him ; fhe doth bring in all che ftatelieft > thi | 
richeft, the goodiiett, and the (weeteft things my i 
der head The like doth He in praifing Ke ja 
beauty, and her delectable {weetnefs. yey) 

From hence doth {pring the great delight ani i 
pieafure, which the one taketh In the other, , wheel pe) 
they do (as it were’) unfold the vehement palffi pie 
ons of their Love’ wich that fervent defire whicl) afk 
fhe ‘hath to be moft nearly joynéd unco him, andy" el 
to dwell with him for ever. Alto there do man} idatiog 
soodly tokens pals between them : For he be gitar 
itoweth upon her very rich jewels and heavenli4 py 
ornaments, to deck and to beautifie her wichal | im, 
and fhe.again rendreth unto him, the {weet fruit alte 


iy 9 
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-of her love. Let him kiff me ( faith che Spoute™) 0 bean 


with the kiffes of bes pei, for thy love is bteter hen’! 
wine. Becaufe of the favour of thy good ointments gin 
thy name is a ointment poured forth , therefore do thi inch 
virgins love thee. Draw me, we will rug after thee m\ |r 
the King barb brought me into bis Chambers : we wile x 
be ‘glad and rejovce an thee, we will remember thy lovey" \\e\ 
more then wine: the apright love thee, Tell mes 6. Nery 


shoals 


eth 
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\sou whom-my foul loveth, where thon’ feede? ? Then 


ts af lin the 8th. zverf. Chrift highly \ commends. her 


jbeaucy, terming her the faireit among wonien, and 


utlander feveral comparitons he doth ‘highly praife 


jiand extol her, Chap. 1. So (up. 4. even the 


}\Whole thereof, {avea verfe or two , isthe fpeech 


lof the Bridegroom, coalifting in praifes and com- 
| ‘mendations of the Bride, in declaration of his love 


itowardsher, Behold thou art fair my Love, bee 


} bold thow.art fair, thow bali Doves eyes within thy 


Mocks, ver{.1. Zhou art all fair, my Love, there sno 


P pot iz thee, ver{, 7. Lhow halt ravifbed my heart, my 


Ger, my Spoufe s thou baltravifoed my heart with one 
Vf thine eyes, with one chain of thy neck, vert. 9« 
line fair is thy love, my fifter, my.fpoufehow much bet- 
er is thy lovethen wine ? and the fmell of thine oint- 


ments then all fpices ? Iby lips, O my {poufe, drop as 


the bony-comb ; boxy and milk are under thy tongue, 
iad the fmell of thy garments is like the {mell of Le- 


(anon, ver. 10,11. SoCbap. 6,7. How does the 


Lord Jefus give forth very great and fincular com- 
paendations of his {poufe, teltifying his great love 
nd hearty affetion towards ber: Thon art beanti- 


Bia, O my Love, w Tirzah, come'y as Jerufalem, ce. 


My Dove, my undefiled is but one, {he is the only one of 


mer Mother, fheis the choife one off ber that bare her &c-’ 


dow beautiful are thy feet with faves ,.O Princes 


np avgrter ? the joynts of thy thighs are like jewels, and 


> goes on in.a de(cription of the Churches graces. 


Bnd in Chap.7.6, How fair, and bow pleafant art 


7028, O Love, for delights ? And having praifed the 


py cauty and comelinefs of his Spoufe by feveral 


acts, he breaks forth into.an admiration and great 
“Onderment of her beauty, in the whole or inall 
L 2 laid 
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laid together. ‘They be rarethings, that Prinves xp i hy 
on earth do wonder at : moll rare ‘which the King oj ji, 
Kings bath in admiration. I inftance oe to let'y y Ou fell 


Chrift and the gratious foul. | PR 
And furely, if chou hatt seta that ehe Lord i af othe 
sratious thou canft not buc take: fweee dehigtit Hild 
contentation and. delectation in him. Cant. 203 Ry a 
I fate down. under bis fhadow with great delight, anil te 
bis fruit was finer to my taftee Thethadow of a tré 
(as all men know ) i is very comfortable, and dott 
retrel fh chofe that aré.parched with the fcorching 
heat of the Sun, \Whea the Charch is tinder fol 
perfecutions audit hery cemptations of Satan sand thi 
bur ning heat of Gods wrath fer fins‘guilt in tha con 
fcience ; what, but Chrift can be as'a hadow 5 Feliny by 
reth, Mat.11.20. There foali bea abernacle for a hes tonite 
low in the day time from the beat, Waia,6. Thou bal mouth, 
been a ftrength to the poo ty a fhrenoth to the needy in bik 
diftrefs, a re fuge from the firm. a fhadow from thi brever 
beat, when the blaft bof the terrible omes ts 5 a Rien ine 


if prom 
i iste § 


| aprels 
nuit, 


ind, 


againft the wall, Wla.25-4. -Andetits Was vot all bi 
but faichehe Sponte! His fri t wis freer to my ta a Towh 
oc to my pallate. | By, 1 


She doth not ouly receive comfortable refr eft ih dt, 
‘ing thadow from: this. fruitful cree, but the eatery /,, 
of the Apples alio which at bearerh, and che fang ti - 
are (weet and pleafanc to her tafle: Which is anoe Hb 

ther beneiie the Spoufe enjoyeth by Chrift ; T@ ig 
wit, that (hes noc only freed and delivered fronp ithe wy 
evil, but made partaker of his goodnefs th ‘a Bit ; 
all the works of his Prophefie, Preithood, ant hi 
Kingdom; his Death, Reiireaion : AfeentiGn thi 
and all che fruits of chemeare Communicated wnt g 
i 


f 
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> 

"> 4) faith, to the abundant refrefhing and Gtisf&tion of 

ya her foul. | 
so Fruits fignifying good works and the Graces of 
}) Gods Spirit, which are fo the benefrof our felves 
Wand others, Mati3.8, 10. Gal. 5-22. which js alfo 
! applied to the Doctrine of the Golpel, Job. 15.16. 
and fignifietha comfortable re ward, Pfal 58.11. 
Mand Prov. 27. 18.° So David he expreffeth his de- 
} Jight in God, by the Delight he took in his words 
Mor promifes catcher, How jweet are thy words unto 
MM my talte ? yea , {weeter then honey to my mouth, 
Me Ptal. 119. 303. How (weer? | am not able to 
Bexprefs the {weetne($ of chem. How {weet unto 
My tafte,unto my mouth? that is,unto the mouth 
gormy heart and foul, for otherwife the (piritual 


| het by the Gofbel : which the feedeth npon by 


‘we promifes yeild but little fweetnels unto che bodily 
mouth, They are’ more {weet and pleafanz unto my 
jiimind, ther honey is to my month. He meaneth, that 
Bae never tafted any meat with his mouth, how gdod 
mor pleafant foever it were, as he felt Gods word 
s{weet and comfortable to his foul. 
_ To which agrees that in P/al.19 8,10. The fts- 
ites of the Lord areright, rejoycing the beart, More 
Mt be defired are they then gold 3 yea, then much fize 
20d, fweeter alfa then tbe honey, and the bouey-combs 
And in Pfal. 119.11. Thy Teftimonies have 1 taken 
& an beritage forever : for they are the rejoyeing of 
my heart, Yea, fo delighted was' he in the Lord, 
shat he would never think of him, buc his mediea- 
tion of him fhould be fweet, P/2!. 104.34, His 
ad, foul thonld be {atisfied as with marrow and fatnefs, 
aif ind his mouth fhould praife him with joyful lips; 
When he remembred God upon his-bed, and medi- 
| P 4 tated 
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fated on him in the night watches, Pfal. 63.5, 6. by 
What more pleafane and. delectable to the palate } bist 
then marrow and fatnels? andfuch was chemedita- | be La 
tion of God co hisfoul, even in the night watches, bam tl 
in the darkeft and moft difmal feafon of Gods dif Wa" 
penfations. . oly 

To this agrees that in P/al, 36.8. They foall be ir 
abundantly fatisfied withthe fatnef of thy boufe s hie 
and thou fualt make them drink, of the river.of thy Brau 
pleafures, Theie’sariver of pleafures and delights j)i0 
that flow from God, which as a well of living wa= uml 
ters, andan ever-{pringing in-exhauftible fountain (gj j)) 
of life and all divine graces, can’ never be drawn giph! 
dry ; but the ttreams chereof.are always running, | 


In to 
To make glad the City of God, Plal, 46.4. Hence | 


bpottles 


it is chac.the fouls Communion with Chrift,and ies Jiga| 
fpiricual parcicipating of Chriftin his Ordinances, @irdco 


is held forta under the term of Supping with §n bre 
Chrift.. If any man bear my voice, and open the door, Wied t 
I will come into him, and: will fup with him, and be Wether, 
with me, Revel.3.20, I will communicate my felf Mie, 4 
unto him, have mactual fellowfhip with him ; 1/9 (mj 
will dwellin him fpiricually, really, operatively by Mii 0) 
my grace; and ke {hall dwell in. me by faith, feed Bin) y 
upon me, Feceive firength and nourifhment from Binh) 
me, and {0 come to participate of my divine nam Haithy 
ture. 7 ol a 
Hereby then may ft chou come to know whether @hii| 
thou makelt God thy Habication or not: Men take 
delight in cheir habitations, there they folace and 
. vecreat»themfelves ; and Husband and. Wife take’ 
mutual comfort and ‘contenctation.in each other. | 
Confider then what delight thou haft'in God, in § 
Chrifts in his way and worfhip, his ordinances se ai 
} holy § 
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holy appointments, Fob 27.10... Doftithon take 
| delight in approaching to God? Js thy delight in 


|| the Law of the Lord, and in that. Law doft thow 


| meditate day and night ? Pfal. 1,2. Rom. 7..22. 


it} Are has teftimonies thy delight and thy counfel- 


| lours@p/al. 119. 24. 1s his word unto thee,the joy 
| and rejoycing of thine heart ?.as it wastothat good 


wi}, Prophet Feremiab,Jer.15.16.And dott thou delight 
yi to do the will of God, as Chrift did his Fathers, 


| Pfal.go.8. What fellowthip and fociety is there be- 


 twixe Chrift-and thy:Soul ? Oar fellomhip (faith 


Fobn). is with the Father, and bis.Son Fefus Chrift, 


|. 1 Fob.t.3. The bapeized and new added mem~ 
oning, 
Hence 


bers to the Church , continued ftedfaftly in the 
Apoittles Doctrine and Fellowfhip, and in break- 
ing of bread, and in prayers, Ad. 2.41,42. They 


ney’ held communion with Chriit, and each with other 

Hi | in breaking»of bread, 1Cor.10, 16... They affem- 

i orm bled together, prayed together, praifed God to- 
im gether, {ung together, fuffered and rejoyced toge- 
B ther, Ad. 4.31. and 2.47, and 16. 25..and 5,45. 


Confider then, what entertainment thou haft 


yim with Chrift, does he invite thee to come unto 


| him? and does. he bid thee welcome when thou 


comeft ? does he bid thee eat that which is good? 


| and thae thy foul!fhould delight it felf in fatne{g? 
| 2/2.55.1,2- Waft chou never ar dinner or {upper 
j with him, when he killed -his beafts, mingled his 


Wine, and furnifhed his table ? and hath he noe 


_bade thee to eat of his bread , and drink of the 


(wine which he hath mingled?Prov. 9,1, 2,5. Chritt 


@ keeps a plentiful table, you’! hardly find fuch ano- | 


im ther noble and: generous. houfe-keeper. When 


he prepares a dinner , he kills his oxen and his 


fatlings, 
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fatlings, Mot. 22. 4. and will eneertaia thee wieh a ; 


fecond courfe'alfo He his his fruit thats very 
fweet co the alte, his Hagens ahd his apples’ the 
one to ftay thee, the orherco comfére thee. And 
as Princes and great Perfons 
Banquetting.houfe too, or houfle of wine for to 
welcome tite 5 and if then he finds theé But’ a 
litthe fick of love; he will sot finn to put bis left- 
hand under thy head, and with his rigitt«hand to 
embrace thee; yea, his Baniier over thee {hall be 
love, Cant.2.345.6. 


Buc now if thee tye no (uct intercourfesoflove: 


and mucual delight. betwixt Chit and thy foul ? 
If chou are {till a ltranger tinto him; and kdowk 
not what it is tohavée commiinion with him, or 
to be fupping -with him ?I when he has bidden 
thee to the wedditia » and hath made ‘all things 
ready, @od fent ous his fervants t6 cafl thee, aud 
thou thale make light of ir, and refufe toycome, 
amichufe rather co a9 v6 thy Parm or Merchan- 
dite, and be feedine {tilt upon thy husks, or be 


. Making exculesy and telling him thou halt bouche 


five yoke’ of oxen j.and thay mutt go to prove 
them ; or haft married a Wife. and therefore chau 
” %, 
can not comes Ov if thou (Houldt do worfe then 
chiss take his fervanes and entreat them pichtfally 
and flay chem,-Mat,22.9,6, comp. wich Lyk. 12. 
16y Let me tell thee, chow wilt incenfé him Breat- 
ly, even to fend forth Iris Armies to deftray thee. 


Vfay, if chy heave is déad, atid drowlié; and eftrang- 


ed t0.God 5 and void of love, aiid dutiful affe&i- 
ons to Ghrift's chou are far fron dwelling in the 
fecret place of the mott high, and making him thy 
habitation. | 


have, he las a doble. 


‘ ee = 


5 AL 


ith a | 
very | 
the | 
ible. | 
orto | 
but'a | 
lets 


Ndto | 


it De | 
t 
flove | 
{au}? 
iowk 
I, or 
idden 
ings 


N 


‘nma 
OMe, | 


thot 
chen 
tally 
Kd ‘ 
eat: | 
tne. i 
re 
rai 
nt 


i 


A | 
i i 
(4 
/ 


be tbat bath no money , come ye, buy and eat 


hm Went 2 De 


the PESTILENCE. 219 


5. A mans houfe is che chief plate of his nego= 
tiation and commerce ; where does a tndn drive 
his trade, and utter his commodities , but ac 
hdmie . in highoufe orin his {hop ? So'it is with 
‘the foul that makes God hishabiration 5 hédrives 
a {peritual trade and commerce with God 3 makes 


* Religion his bufinefs; Chrift invites all to- come 


aiid Ouy of his Commodities, and he expofes 
rich commodities to fale, andthere are (oulg that 
do trade and traffick with him , 1/4. 55. 1. Ho, 
every one that thiriteth | come ye to the Waters, and 
. : Aig: 1 Seay 
come , buy wine and milkwithout money. and with- 
out price; Wherefore do ye (pend money for that which 
wot bread ? and your labour for that which fatisfieth 
mot ? bearken diligently unto me , and cat that which 
is gona, Gc, Clirift excices and ftirs up allthacdo 
thirlt, and greatly longatter righteoulnels , being 
fentible of their own fins , their nothingne{s and 
ih worthine(s to come unto him, ag coche fountain 
"of living waters, chat is » by faitheo beleive on 


him, an! then out of his belly (faith he) thall flow’ 


rivers of living mater, but this {pake he of the 
Spirit , Joh: 7.37, He invites all, Ifay , chat are 
money-lels , and poor worthlels, helple(s , and 
meritlels creatures, to come unto him and buy 
thole heavenly goods which he offers unto. us by 
tae Golpel 5 namely , wine and milk | chat is, 
all things requifice and neceffary for our {piritual 
life 5 the graces and fruits of the (pirit, which are 
{weet and delightful as wines and which are.as 
“meceflary to a heayenly life, as milk is co this na- 
Ctiral life, and. may take in allo forgivenefs of fins, 
and the pare and unfpocted righceoufnels of Chritt 
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( which are given us of Godin him,and that freely 
for noughe, and withauc any merits and deferts of 
ours) together with life eternal, .. dnd wherefore 
(faith he) do ye fpexd money for that which is not 
‘bread 2% and your labour for that which  fatisfieth 
mot ¢ or waigh out your money for.that which is not 
bread ? Wherefore are ye at fo great coft and 
charges in vain, and take pains and coil co no pure 
pofe, for dry, empty, husky, unfatisfying, unfruit- 
ful and unprofitable chings 2 which when you have 
them, and enjoy them, will minifter no true com- 
fore,nor fatisfattion unto your foul. How vain and 
profufe was-the Prodigal , co waite his {ubftance 
with riotous living, to purchafe to himfelf a few 
husks, unfatisfying food, which the {wine did eat; 
which when he had them, was ready. to perifh 
with hunger, Luk.15.13,17. Of fiteh the Lord 
complain’d by the Prophet Haggai, Ye bave fown 
much, ana bring i little: ye eat , kat ye bave not 
enough: ye drink, but ye are not filled with drink: 


e cloth yon, but there isnonewarm « and be that earns 
JO 


eth wages, earneth wages to put it intoa bag of holes, 
Hag.1. 6. A fore judgment to-beftow ones labour 
and pains for that which {atisfieth not. Walt thou 
Set thine eyes (faith Solomon ) upon that which is not, 
Prov. 23, 5. what is that which is nor? the verf. 


before tells us. Heexhorts that we labour notco © 


be rich, and that we ceafe from our own wildom. 
What are riches nothing ? nor a mans own wife 
dom nothing? which che world fo highly efteems 
of, and fo eagerly purfueth after: No, they are 
nothing, that is, asic were nothing, they are not 
matters or things of any great importance, for 
thee to fet thine eyeS upon ; and therefore chon 
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: i | .fhouldt not fo greedily gape after them, or fee 
fir | thine eyes or heare upon them ; becaufe, when 
yy | thou haft-atcained them, chon haft got as much as 
Ht) | a thing of nothing : And adds another reafony 


yi taken from the uncertainty of riches, For riches ‘ hi nik a 
af | Cerbaialy make themfelves wings, they fiy away as an | i ih 

a Eagle towards beaven's chat is, they fly (wiftly awa | i 

pits. | § thes §, ney Hy (willy away. | ae 
fruit. The Eagle flyeth fo fwiftly on high towards hea- ae 


lve | NOM> 38 chat he is foon vanifhed away out of amatis i ) 
one tt fight, fo do riches fuddenly perith and vanifh a- we 
ving () WAY being fubje& to fire and water, evil debters, Hee, 

| and many ocher cafualties. And therefore ceafe from vet 


SO, Sila BOLI ee py REM TE BOHN Te BE acm 


1 3 
3 | thine own wifdom , which may rather be called 

2 | diftraft in God, and covetoufnefs then wifdom ; i 
eats | | 


it when it fhall violently carry thee away with a defire | 
ie after riches, which are fo tranfitory and vain. Aud i 
WN | therefore it is ‘chat Jefus Chrift does invite thefe 


| foolifh traders t6 come and buy of his wares, of | 
tm | © his commodities , that are not fading and perih- 

™ |. ing. Hearken diligently unto me, and éat ye that which i 

anne zs good, and let your foul delight it felf in fatnefs. | 

itty Incline your ear and come unto me, bear and your fomt he 

Mf fall live. As. much as if Chrift did fay, if you 

iF -will come and trade with me, you {hall be fure co | 
iM) | have good fabftantial commodities, no braided bi ae 
“i | wares 5 you thall have’thae which will ftand by Oat, 
at tO you, and be of fpecial ufe and advantage unto you. } 
if Hear and your fouls fhall live’, and I will make an | 
wil 


| everlafting Covenant with you', even the fare mercies a a 
ult of David, 2 Som. 23.5- ‘And thefe commodi- Tah) 


aR ties Of mine; you may have for the fetching , I aaa 
9 don’t “expect ready money for them, Vle Jee i 
of 


An i Hh 
you have them ‘upon eruft , and fee how well i} Bik | 
you will improve them ;"but be aflured chey are Mey ah! 
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lafting commodities, Cound wares that will not fai 
you; Riches and honours are with me, yea , durable 
riches and righteoufnels 5 my fruit us better then gald, 
yea, then fine gold; and my revenue then -eboife 
filver ‘I lead in the. may of righteoufuels, in the 
midtt of the paths of judament’; That I may caufe 
thofe that love me to inberit fubjtance, and I will fill 
their treafures, Prov. $, 18, 19,20, 28. Marks t 
pray you, Riches and honours are with me, faich 
Chrift, thatis, crue riches and honour, fiuch as 
will not fade and flye away , andchey are with me, 
in my power to give and beftow them , when and 
upon whom I iit; even durable riches, fuch as 
fhalfcontinues when other mens thal] mele away 

as wax before theSuas; And thofe that love me, 
that is, thole that dounfainedly love me, fhallin- 

hericfubftance , that which, is. durable; meaning 

fuch wealth or {ubftance as is fuch really andindeed, 
and bringeth to man the greateft happinefs, and 

pro{perity, even.etecval life » chat endureth for e- 

ver. Thusyou fee, there isa trade, that Chri 

andthe beleiving foul does drive togecher, and alt 
Chniits commedities , they ace rich {ubftaneja] 

commodities , whaever have them thall inherit 

fubltance » not fhadows buc fubfance , like waro 

the Merchandife of Tyre, whole Merchandile and 

hirelhall be holinefstothe Lord, and fhall:be for 
them that dwell before the Lord (whofe habicati- 
on the Lordis, mack that) eo eat {ufficiently, and 
for durable cloathing, [f/a.23. 18. Whatcan be 
better thenfatistying tood,. and lafting coaching, 

dike the Lfraelites.cloaths in the Wildernels, which 
waxed not old, Dent. 29. 5. The neceflity’ and 
excellency of which 5 the Lord Jeflis {ets forth in 

that 
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thatexhortation of his.tothe Church of Laodicea, 
Reye.2. 180 J counfel theeto buy of me gold tried ix 
the fire , that thou mayft be rich 5 aud white raymens, 
that shou, mayjt he cloathbed , and. that the fhame of 
thy nakednefs-do. not appear 3 and annoint thine eyes 
mith eye-falve, that thou may fee. 1counfel theeco 
buy of meciith Chrilt)from whence obferve that; 
all truefpiritual richesand graces, (all fubltancial 
‘commodities ).areto be fetched from Chrift alone. 
Chrift {ends.us not to,our own works, orto his 
blefied Mothers or to. any other Saint departed, 
with fo.mahy Ave Merigs., fo. many Pater Nofters., 
or fomany.Vows, and Pilgrimages , to buy them 
at therr hands, but he bidsus;, Come buy. them 


_ofme; Chrift alone is the great defpenfer of his 


Pathers treafure ,. all. power is given into his 
hands, .and in vainit is co {eek thé Kingdom of 
God ,.or the treafures thereof, but ii, by , and 
through the Son ; and. it is moft juft ic fhould.be 
fo , it being the purchaie of his death and .paffi- 
on. he powred out,his foul unto death for ws, 


that he might have power to heal our fouls of 


all their infirmities ; therefore he is madeunto us, 
both wifdom., juftification, fan&ification, and all 
inal], And what are thofe precious commo- 
dities that Chrift would have chis Church of Le« 
edicea, and ns alfo .Cif. we be found jn the fame 
vain-slorious, yet begcerly condition,.as the was 
an} to buy of him? Surely, even fuch as, might be 
aremedy proportionable to her difeafe. | 

1. Here 1s gold, noc. outward glittering, or’ 


Pretended gold, but tryed gold offered . to help 


her of her poverty. 


2, Here 
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& 


2. Here is white rayment, aglorionsrayment;)))"” 
of Chrifts righteoufnefs offered , to cover her) )" 
fhame and nakednefs, er, a il 

g. Here is eyie-falve offered, even true know-—) 
ledge and wifdom from above , the fpiries divine iy» 
Hlumination to cureher of herblindnefs, chat the)" 
might fee the way to everlafling happinefs. Andy” 
the manner of feeking and obtaining thefe rich fy!’ 
commodities is asit were by bargain and fale ; 1) "’ 
counfel theeto buy of mes Andvet usinquire alitcle iy," 
how this bargain ismadeup, -° | 

Firft , Underftand in all legal contracts, there qi 
is an agreement of both parties, or elfe it canno€ yl 
be a bargain. ie 

Secondly , Infonte bargainsand contracts, there: Mihi ne 


is a legal confideration , given forthe thing bare 9 (thi 
‘gaitied for , either co the full value , os Comes Mino 


what equitably, proportionable thereunto 5 (Mino! 
Or, | bth and 

Thirdly , There are other abfolute bargains and Wiidin 
falesof Landsand Goods , difpoled thereinfreely, By on 
onely on the confideration of the Donors or itl 
Granters , love, affection, and preferment to the | a 
parties beloved, and fo given freely to them and /@j 9 
their heirs for ever , without fo muchas paying |My i, 
a Penny by way of legal retribution’for it; Yeas |® ji, 
the Donor often isfo free imhis deed of gift, chat By,»), 
the Doneeis freed of all fear of forfeiture of his | B iis: 

| 


eftate ; for chereis noc referved fomuch as a Role | @h), 
or Pepper-corn by way. of Rent-;thac for none |§j, 
payment thereof the ftate fhould become forfeited. 

And that party chae would not bethankful to fuch |; 
a free-giver , is worfe thenan Infidel, | 


thin a| 
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uent;!| «Now toapply chis.co our heavenly bargain:lf we 
thet!) will buy of Chrift cold and heavenly , treaiure, we 

| mutt firft come unto him, and ftrikeup the bargain 
tity! withhim., He will nocfell unco us againi our wills 
diiig!| €chough he himfelf muft make us firk willing, 
itd) dud’ therefore he crys, as before, I/a.55+ 1.. Come 
And unto the waters, come ye, buy and. eat. And Revel. 
tid) g2087. And the Spirit and the Bride fay Come, 
esl) gnd let bim thatews a thrij?, Come 5 and whofoever 
little |, gpilly let bim take theweter of Life freely. - And they 

| now that will not be obedient to the commands 
thete)| and laws of this gratious Donor by way of graticude 
‘inot}) and thankfulnefs, forfo glorious and free an Inheri- 
} tance beftowed-upon them ; are not worthy of the 

thee! Teaft mercy in his kingdom. 
bint) If.chis:inheritanee were entailed onus , On con 
fone 
NO | grainof Corn, or thelike , asisthe mite of our 

| 


faith and obedience,: we fhould be in bondage,. fear 

iad iand danger alt ourdifelong, if not, at leaft forfeic 
eely, fall. by:our non-payment and performance : . There- 
ap fore blefied be God, that hath not left our falva. 
tote tion in Our own hands,but founded it on Caorift the 
1 afPock which cannot: bé removed. Now he that 
qth BOes abone- to buy a great Treafure, is very cares 
Yafifal, diligent, and his affections intenfe upon it, that 
, th ‘none put him by of his:bargain: So it muft.be here 
of hi for chis Heavenly Treafure, we mult be carneft 
Roth with Chrift co ftrike up this bargain, we mutt not 
pomidethim alone by our! prayers, until we have ob- 
ited: ‘tained chis precious pearl at his-hand.: Tis true; 
id Ghrift will fell us this pearl freely; yet we mult 
agree with him for its though we have nothing:to 
give him in the leaft, by way of legal compentae 
| tion 


Now 


dition of payment or performance of a {mall pecey - 
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tion for ic, yet me muft buy it, receive it in ba 18 i 
own way and method. 
If you will buy any:goods, that you want, you ; 
mult repair to the Fair, Houfe, or Place where ie nthout 
is to be bought : Soif you want tryed gold to ing 1. 1 
rich'you, Or “garments to cover you; or eye-falvqahp: or 
to inlighten you; you mutt come to Chrift, whan (ar 
is the Merchant of thefe heavenly wares, uporill) wea 
his Fair-days, or when he: opens {hop, when fuchia jut 
precious wares arefet to fale: Fo hisOrdinances |My 1 
in his Affemblies dn:the publique days’ of his hea: il 
venly Bartering, if you will attain unto chis headimbis) 
venly Treafure ? ne (elves 
And thefe are Co 


| 


mmodities worth the bay mother 
ing, the tryed gold that comes from Chrift is fuchi%o or 
that makes the foul cruly gratious where itis sMemoint 
and it is truly refined gold, becanfe it is the witihd (e | 
dome ‘and ei of God, which i6 as gold refined jis js 
Prove8. 10. and Pfal. 12. elt is tryed, and theres! d whe 
fore will hold water ; we may become rich in the ine / 
eyes of che world, in parts, abilities, and 1 humanely iin: vb 
learning ; and they may thine like g gold in the eyesiiiy 
of the “in-judicions , fimple and ignorant’: ce ll them 
alas, if Chrift doch not fanérifie them unto us they: N20, 
may make us the worte, not the better for them§y, , 
So for the white garment that ‘muft cloath wi 
Chrifts garment is fuch a garment that will reach), , 
tis from top to toe, that no pare of our fhame op, Why | 
nakednefs {ha}| |-appear. i; bind 
Sin brings fhame, and fin brings contempt and| fn : 
nakednefs upon us 3 and Chrifts raimentis a white) 
raiment, an innocent raiment, a glorious honourasil, a 
ble raiment ; which will notionly cover all ourm,,... 
fhame and nakednefs, that the pure eyes of. coat: 
fh 


Wi} | 


then i j 
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a | 
in hi ifhalf not behold ic, If2. 61. 10. bue therein alfo 
Che having granted thee to be arrayed therewith ) 
Wwill: prefent thee therein glorious to himfelt, 
i without {pot, or wrinkle, or any {uch thing, Eph. 
i>: 27. ‘and therefore firely it is worth the buy- 
ing : our own raiments are fpotted, defiled, and will 
Wnot ferve the turn, but Chritfts is white all over. 
) RIF we expect to appear perfedly righteous, holy 
OLR) and jult before God (or otherwife we thal] 
wth never appear before ‘him to approbation 
i and abfolution, for ao unclean thing fhall enter 
Sith anto his prefence) thea we muft be fure co cloath 
hour felves in the. white raiment of this our Elder 

Brother. 

So for the Eye-falve, with which our eyes muft 
‘ite anointed jif we will.be cured of out blindnefs, 
itviand fee the way to everlafting happinefs. Surely 
iithis is of excellent *ufe ; and worth the buying, 
theeflland where are we ¢o get it but from Chrift > He 
in tines given for a Codenhnt to open the eyes of the blind; 
Nuianato bring ont the Prifoners from the Prifon, and 
ie tikebem that fit in datknefs out of the Prifou-boufe, to 
iWilead them inthe paths of life Ma. 42. 6.7. and Pro. 

8, 20. Its in vain to go to our own prudence or 

ycarnal wifdom , that will more entangle us, ahd 

Sdarken us, and beau us oue of the way, according 

fothat of Chrift, fob. 9. 39. 7 am come into this 
World for Fudgment, that they that fee not, fhould 
Me. and that they tat fee ( thac is, in thei¢ own 
Wildom) fhould be made blind. Chrift made an 
i ye-falve for the ctire of the blind perfon, Fox. 
m9. 6y/of his fpittle and clay, a compound matter, 
® proceeding from his mouth and the earth, where- 

py he made the bind man fees Chrift fome= 
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what follows the fame method , in his compo- 
fictions of Eye-falve, which he-nfes towards his 
{piritual blind fouls that he. takes to cure: * | 
Ficft, He gives us the knowledge of our felves, ng 0 
and of our own-earthly: matter , and that we fa-giei! 
vour in our unregeneracy , nothing but of cod parle, 
and earthlinefs. |e 
Next he brings us to the knowledge of him (eli (iti 
and his word, whica proceedeth out of hismouthsig li 
and fo makes us a happy. compofition and: Eye-jga tt 
falve; whereby we come to fee our poverty, our i, 
fhame and nakednefs, and all our (piritual wantssandiquelitt 
allo where remedy is to be had, to heal and to fayeuirel 
us from al! our maladies. Mia it i 
And indeed, this is as great’a blefling as Charity :, To 

can beftow upon_us, to be truly fenfible, and: tomfod. 
have.a clear fight of our condition, it is the nexts 2, To 
fiop to amendment, i¢ is ignorance and blindnely 4, [i 
that makes us err and go altray ; but true favinigmiemen 
knowledge will keep us clofe to Gods Commande 4, Tu 
ments. If ive take any other Eye-fal ve to anointoury tlie. 
eyes with,fave whacChrift hath prepared for us ang) 5, 7) 
the Treafury of his Word, we may take Bird-limelnl (op 
inftead of Eye-talve, which will ciofe our eyes thei) Wi 
falter. They are not the:traditions of mens nOcws jp th 
the wifdom and underflanding of the wife that will in, ere 
make this precious ojutment; but itis a (piricually joi 
extraCtion and ointment, drawn out by the {pint bideth 
of Chrilt, out of che holy Limbeck of his Wordsio),), 
and applyed by him unto che blind patient's» chatwj,,,, 
will make him fee cheglory oftGodand his grace, Mis, 
and to praife him for it!to’all eternity. Biies. 
Taus you fee there are rich and precious com= iq) hy 
moditiesco be had in Chrift, and Chriftfets thems Hb ap 
| | a 
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mn to fale, and ‘invites us to come and buy them of 
bli him + and tiiere is a (pirical and heavenly com~ 
ts || merce that is driven betwixt Corift and the belei- 
Wiel ving foul > And vio marvail , for where elfe fl il 
nll the foul in all ics exigents iid ftraights have re 
Hea Saourte, if not unto Chrilt> In whom are bid all 
| the treafures of wifdom and knowledge’, Col, 2. 3. 
bi LeAndi in whom dwrelleth oll the. fullness of the Cog 1— 
Out | bead bodily, verf. 9. And as he is full of grace 
i and truth, fo it is, Of bis fulnefs that we all. i 
) ON ceive, and grace for grace, Joh. 1.14, 16. Th 
isa have fhewed you in feveral particulars, whee o ‘i 


tol) go diwvell in the Secret Place of the molt high, and 
)what it is co make God our Habitation. 

Che 1; To have our fixed Habitation aad Abode ia 

and »God. 

iti 862; To make God our Refuge and Screngch. 


inne. To make’God the place of our Secret Re- 
LUM tirement. 

mini 4. To make him the Place, or Odje& of our 
wivoll delight. | 

ris © Ss. make him the Place of ptr Negotiation 
‘bial and Cow merce. 


yeti Which to do, will affuredlyincitle and interelt 
iyigpus in the promifes of protection-and preferva- 
uti tion, even from this fore Vification of the Lord, 


iit the noifome Peftilence, Pfal. 91. 1, 3+ He ee 
¢ hilmawelleth in the’ fecret place of the moft high, {hall abia 

olander the fhadow of the Almighty. Surely, be ball 

wtimideliver thee fromthe {nare of the fowler: and from 
orth ithe noyfome Peftilence. He hall cover thee with bis 
feathers , and undébis wings (halt thou truft: his 
soimerath fhall be thy fheild and buckler. Thow' fhalt 
sia ot be afraid far the terrour by ape: : nar for the ar- 
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row that flyeth by day: nor for the Peftilence thas imi," 
walketh in darkze Js < mor for the deltrudion that malta ia 
eth at noon day. Soin the 9, 10. vert, Becaufe thom |i a0 | 
baft made the Lov. » Which is my refuge, even the naoft| i 
high thy habitstion : There [ball no evil befal thee, mi p10l 


neither fhall any plague come nigh ‘thy dwelling, Myth 
Which promifes, though it cannot be denied, bug Mat 0 


Chrift, as not excluding his members, The like 
hor the head cannot be fevered trom the body, jie 
but head and members make one Perfect and ene (mW jst 


they hada [pecial reference unto Chrilt, yet fo to| be 
| 


f- K 
tire body... Now if we are the Body of Chrift, Mvil,. 
and Chrilt the Head of this Body 5 as fo it is a. 
Col. 1. 18,24. thea furely all the g0e0d-and come | 


heh hi 
fort that che head pas takes Of, | 


cannoe but. be com-= Min fi 
maunisable to the reft of the body. For from the | 
bead, all the_hody by joynts. and bands 

rifpment miniftred and Rnit together. encrealeth with | 16, 27. 


the encneafe of God, Cohy2. 19. ~othat | conceive Bhat ot 
here is not a promife in the Word of God, that is 3h tro. 
} ? ‘ i 9 7 7 R , t 
Made ULlO Chrit tue Head, but all che members) lie Nati 
Of his Body are incereffed and concern’dinic. And Hp line js 
fo much does ch 


ime 1s 
having none | fing 0 


fF 


¢ prayer of our deer Lord im- Wins j 
pore. Lbat they all may become. one, as thou'Fa. Bi ron 
ther art iw me, and Lin thee ; that they. alfa may be’ Wren 
one with us. Lin them, and thou iz me, that thy may Stead 
bemade pete none fot7 ata i 

Is it promifed co Chrift that he thal! have aking Mini, 
dom, and that’ af] People , Nations and Languas Hicable 
ges thall ferve him ? Dan. 7, 14. Pfal.72.11,.. The a 
fame is promifed to the Saints, that fhall ont-live | 
Anti-chrifts rage and tyraong Dan7. 225/27 atte. 
Jf2.60.14.. 15 ic promited unto Chrift,, that they. | i 
f 
| 


a 


that dwell in the Wildernefs fhall. bow. before ie 
him 4 


dA 
WIV, 
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til pim'y and his’ enemies hall lick the duftj?: Pfal- 
Pa | 72. 9. The fame is promifed unto the Saints, 
‘ti who thal) continue faithful to ‘Chrift in the latter 
day, Ifa. 60. 14. and 49.23. and Revel. 3, 9. Is 
"eh) i¢ promifed chat thofe that will not, he fhail raign 
ib| over them, {hall be deftroyed? And that God will 

| beat down his fges before his face , and plague 
them that hate-him? Zuk.i19. 27. Pfal. 89. 23. 

| The like is promifed to ,the Jewifh and Gentile 

| Gofpel-church in the latter-day. To wit , Zbaz 
the Nation aud Kingdomthat will not ferve her fhall 

An, perifo, yea, tbofe Natzons foall be utterly wafted, Ma. 
tii 60.12. Is it promifed to Chrift, That be hall 
‘Onl break his enemies with a rod of Iron, and dah them i 
W peiceslike 2 potters veffel?Pfa.2.9.Rev,19.15.Thevery 
‘fame is promifed to the Gofpel-fuffering, endu- 
“ting, over-coming Saints in the latter day, Rev. 2. 
26,27. Is ic prophefied or fore-fpoken of Chrilt, 
that out of his mouth goeth.a fharp fword, even 
a two edged {word, that with it he fhall {mite 
§ the Nations? Reel. 1.16. andRevel, 15.15. The 
All fame is prophefied and fore-told of the Gofpel- 
img) Saints in the latter day,*Pfal..149-..6,7, 8,9. Is 
® it promifed co Chrift; chat God will anfwer him 

® when he calls upon him, that he will be with hins 

§ instrouble, deliver him, and honour him, And 

B with long life will fatistie him, and fhew him his 

B falvation? Pfal.9o1.14,15,16. If this fhonld be ap- 
plicable only to. Chrift'in that place, which I con- 
“ceive.ought not.to bes yet are the {ame promifes 

§) made to Gofpel beleivers, in other places of Scri- 
gmlpture, Pfal. 50.15. Ifa. 42.2, and 65. 24. Mat. 
tHe 7=°Fob -5<°19+ Pfal. 34.47, 19+ fod. 12.-26. 
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Objed, But thee promifes of temporal prefers : 
vation and deliverance, ofthouour and loug jife, 
were. made upon the accompe of Legal Obe= aabtt' 
dience. is ve 
An{mer. True, If upon the accompt of Legals ionet 
then furely upon the accompt of Evangelical obes Melle 
dience. For Godline{s bath the promife of the life | ' 
that now ity and of that, which is to. tome, 1 Lim.g.8) Miuislo 
If therefore chou-dwelleft in che fecrec place of iummii 
the moft high, thou thaylt beleive, chou thale.abide a 
utider the fhadow of the Almighty, and be delive- 
red from the noyfome Peitilence. That is > thou Bhd c 
maylt beleive thou thale have glorious protedti- 
ons , aad {weer heavenly refrelaments from: the Baas: 
Lord, Shadow fignifying bota protection andres Bhedy 
frelhmene, as here in this place; fo Numb. 14. 9a: Mal kee 


Tfa.30.°2. Pfal. 121.5. Lfae51.16. and 49: 2.and 9 bes 
4:6, and 25.4. and 32.2, Pal. 17.8. and 36.76 Mmleto 


I 


inf 


Sore RINE SSA LER, yy 


And.in particular, a prefervation from che nOy= Mi tra 
fome Petilence, So then, if thou make God chy Wey the 
Habitation, thou mayi beleive @hac-no evil fliall ay 
befal thee, nor that any Plague fhall come nigh Wes 
thy dwelling ; that is, no punilhment or Plagues» Mish, 
no alilition, crofs or calamity , thall come unto bine hes 
thee from che Almighty, as to hurt thee. This is ty 
the fift Spiritual Receipt, and {pecial prefervative itth 
againft this Peftilential Sickne. Be hoy 
The Sixth Spiritual Receipts For 
ély. The fixth, Soveraign Antidote and Prefer- 
Vative againft this Infe&tious Difeafe, isthis, Geti¢ 


mercijul, tender, pittiful and compaffionate heart. This, My. 
as if, will demonftrate us co be like unto God. 
himfelf, | 
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lee : himfelf who is the fountain. of mercy. Be ye 
it i mersiful, as your Father allo is merciful, Luk, 6, 36, 
We teSo it will*denominate us to be fuch asare righte- 


fous before God, Pfal..37% 21.4 who live in thes 


Gi) power of chat Religion, tliat is pure and unde- 
| Obey 
wii ed with the fenfe of Gods everlafting mercy to thy 
MOH felf, chou canft noe but have thy heart drawn forth 
(@ON" Compaflionacely towards fuch as are in inilery, ne- 
bide} ceflicy and diftrefe, | 

‘WH Bue if the world hatch locked up thine heart’, 
‘nif and congealed tie bowels of chy compaffions to- 
Mul wards thy poor brethren 3 lec the blaze of thine 
| tf) “outward profeflion thine never {o fair, and manage 
Wiel) the duties of externa} holinefs never fo demurely, 


of and keep the times and tasks of daily. duties with 


aud i) pever fo great auftericy 3 ay, thongh thou be 
hf able to amufe weaker Chriftians with fome affee. 


los fed, ttrain’d, and artifical fer vency in Prayer ( for 
‘thy by che nveer power of hypocrifie and vain-glory, 
lull aman may pray fometimes to the Admiration of 
ya Others, efpecially lets judicious ) I fay. for all this 
ini af the holy heat of Brotherly love doth not warm 
wit0 # Chine hearts and upon occafion work atieionately 
bisisf'in thy foul, chon wile difcover thy felf to be rot. 
ate €enat the heart-root, and that there is little of the 
true love and grace of God in thee, or hope of fal. 
vation, 
| - For the diffol ving therefore of thy frozen heart, 
and the eglarging of thy bowels of Pity towards 
der @ithe poor Brethren of Chrift Jelus ; without which 
Gti | never think hereafter to:-look him in the face with 
itis} Comforc, or to find mercy at the great day. Con- 
Gol fifider weil that place, in 1 Fob. 3.17, Who fo bath 


il, tbis 


filed before God. And (urely if thy heare is melt-" 
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this worlds goods, and feeth bis brother hath need, wi 
and foutteth up bis bowels of compaffton | frona bim, ; is 
bow dwelleth the love of God in him ? And above ay 
all other motives of merejfalne(s to the poor ne- ty vail 
ceflicous and diftreffed members of Chrift » me- b aie 
thinks chat Argument which Paul prefleth to this > miata! 
paper in 2 Cor. 8.9. fhould mele che mol jjam 
iaty heart 5 For Je know (faith he) the grace o gcueer 
our Lord Fefus Chri, that though be was rich; ye: meson 
for your fakes be became poor , that ye through his jiy' 
poverty might be. rich. “Shall the ouely dear in- git 
nocent Son of che All- powerfil and ever-bleffed jin 
Lord and King of Heaven and Barth, dif-inrich | wn 
as it were, apd difrobe himfelf of the Royalty | 
and Majefly above, ard become fo poor > that 
whereas the Foxes have holes \'and the birds of | 
the Aeir have nefits» yet he noe-where to lay his ji 
head ; that throigh his poverty , and pouring 
out his heart-blood , he might crown us with the 
ineftimable riches of heavenly glory, with joys (mf) 
and pleafures: for evermore-; And fhall-not we? jae}; 
worms and wretches, moftunworthy the leaft bie: Bleve 
of bread we puc into our mouths , pare with yer 
fomething of our swish ies 5 to releive the! Mitte, 
fainting foulof him for whom Ghrit died, and’ Becreh 
which oh will cake as done unto himfelf , Maz. eoples 
25+ 40. Though itbe but a cup of cold water ‘one tS 
ly? Mat.10. 42. Bile(u 
Befides, ‘che laft and everlafting doom at that § Ai. 
greatand dreadful-day , cowie , either tae gion ie 
ous fentence of abfolution , Come ye bleffed ; 
the dreadful fentence of condemnation , Go: i | ne 
corfed , ec. fhall be pronounced upon: the godly, Moi 
according to the effe& and fruit of their fait, @ . 
: which | 4 
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which works by love ; Or pats upon tl 
bates for omiflion and negleé ofthis moft excellent 
duty of mercifulnefs to the poor members of 
Chrift, Mat. 25, 40, al. 

Confider withal, as an inflaming Motiveto draw 
forth the bowels of thy compaflions to poor needy 
and necellicous fouls , thae by laying out thy ‘felf 
cheerfully , feafonably , liberally , and yet bue 
according to thine ability , towards fuch | Deut. 
2 Cor. 9:6. 
Prov. 11.25. 2 Cor. 8. 13, i4. 4¢. 11.29, Thou 
fhalt hereby becomea Creditor » even tothy moft 
glorious and bountiful Creator. For bethat hath 
pitty wpon the poor , lendeth unto the Lord , and that 
which he hath given will he pay bim’ a 
19.17. Now what a Motive I fay is this, to be 
merciful , ‘that we fhall make God himfl¢ our 
debtor, the ever-fpringing fountain of blifg > and 
Lord of all goodnefs, who doth al) things like 
himfelf, ommnipotently > bountifully , above all 
expectation, as becomes che mighty Soveraign of 
Heaven and Earth*? If he works | he makes a 
World; If he be angry he drowns the whole face 
Of the earth ; If he love, the heart blood of his 
deareft Son is not too dear ; If he ftand upon ‘his 
peoples fide, hemakesthe Sunto fland ftill 5 and 
the Starsto fight 5 4f he repay , he gives his own 
€ overflowing torrents 
of all pleafures and glory throngh all eternity. 
Butwto bring it ‘a little nearer to the ‘thing in 


vain, Prov. 


| hand»; Confider afew of the :Promi(es of God, 


asa further: provocation to this’ fo pious and 


i Profitable a workiand fervice for the Lord, 
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Would chow be in a thriving and profperous | 
fiatein this world, whether astothe outward or 
inward man ? Surely , co’ be compallionate all 
way, is the very ready way 5 If thou draw out thy 

bul to the bungry (faith the Prophet) and fatisfe Mpiew 
the afficied. foul 5 then fall thy light rife in ob— fay pratt 
femrity , and break forth as the morning , and thy Wii, 
darkne{s be # the noon-day ; and thy. bealth fhall Wat 
fpring forth fpeedily 5 Mark that, Zhe Lard fall, Bei 
guide thee continually, and fatisfie thy foul in drought | ick 
and make fatthy bones , and thou (balt be like avoa= Nu) 
tered Garden , and like a {ping of water’, mbofe \pieti 
waters fail not 5 a.58, 10. and 11, Thine hors Wu lite 
(hall. be exalted with bonour , and thow (halt not ito the 
want, Pla. 112.9- Prov. 28. 27. Yea, for this By; 
thing 4 the Lord thy God fball blefs thee in. all thy Pio. 
works, and in all that thou puttelt thine hand nn= Why). 
to, Deut. 15.10. Ie will be chen a profitable in=: Mi The: 
quilition among{t others 5: whea a man finds him- im 
felf to go-backward in his eftace | whether upon S20 
che temporal or fpiritual account, and Godsfecret Hide: 
. difpleafure to blow upon his wealch, or affli@ his | tat 1 
| 


tt, ¢ 


ont 
ry 

a) Wa 
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body with painful difeafes, to examine well, whe- 
ther he. was not ordinarily wont to (hut up his 
bowels of compaflion, then to pour out hisfoul Bh, ; 
to the poor, For be fhall bave judgment without | 


mercy 5 that bath (hewed no merey, Jam, 2. 136 | eh, 
But withthe merciful , God will fhew bimfelf mer= Mii. 
ciful., Pla. 18.25. Yea, faith our Sayiour, Blef> iii, 


Mat; 5+7- Which brings to my remembrance that jj 
pious and moft affectionate wilh of Paul, in 2 Lim, 
1: 16,18. Zhe. Lord give mercy wntothe boufe of 
Onefiphorus, Why? fer be oft-refrelhed me, faid 
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fed- are the merciful , for they (hall obtain mercy, | bal 
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hey and was, not afbamed of my chain, The Eord 
grant untohims that be may find mercy of the Eord 
in that day; and in bow many things he miniftred 
unto me at Ephefus, tho knowoft very well. It feems 
he was avery charitable fou] ; He did not (as many 
profeflours of our times do’. talk much and do 
little, have their mouths open, but the bowels 
Of their compaflions thut fatt enough , his readj- 
nefs to diftribute; and willingnels to communicate, 
did clearly and plainly demonftrate , his care to 
lay up in ftore forhimfelfa g00d foundation apainft 
the time to come, thathe might lay hold on-etere 
nal life. According to the counfel that Paul gives 
to the worldly rich men of his time, 1 Tim. 6. 
17, 18, 19. To which concurs that of Solomon, 

Prov. 11.17. The merciful man doth good to bis own 
foul, but be that is cruel, troubleth his own fieh. 
The merciful man, cheHebrew it feems renders it, 

aman of mercifulneS , of bounty , liberality ; 

So aman of knowledge, that i 5 4 knowing and 
underitanding man 33 man of truth or faithfulnefs, 
that is, a true or faithful man > Neb. 7.2. A man 
of peace, thatis , one that is peaceable 5 Men'of 
holinefs, that is, holy men, Exod, 22,31. Thisman 
that is mercifiil co others that are necefitous, and 
in diftre(s; or as Fames exprefieth it, that vifiteth 


Vthe Fatherlefs and Widows in their afiGion , and 


hides nov himfelf from hig own fleth > Ifa. 58. 7. 
(For whatis mercy bue a pittying of others thac 
are inmifery.? Mercy and mifery being relatives, 


were there no want tor tre(paf¥, there needed no 


mércy 3) This man, faith Solomon, doth good to 
his own foul, or as other eranflations have it, he 
rewardeth hisown foul » he doth good unto him- 
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felf; as wWellas unto others, for it pleafeth God li 
to reward the good works of his poor Servants, fj}... 
according to that of Selomon, Prov. 11.25. The f i, 
liberal foul {ball be made fat, and be that wae. 
tereth, foall be watered alfo bimfelf.. And of that | bn 
of our blefled Lord 3° in Mat, 10.42, who brings Bic 
it down toacup of cold water onely , that this 

merciful man fhall give to drink cooneof hislitele @ 
ones, which Mark expounds to fuch as belongto 
him, Mark 9.41. Verily, I fay unto you , faith 
our dear Lords be (balbinno wife loofe bis reward; 


which. gives us fome light into that expreflion of ie 
Pawl to Timothy, in his advice’, as before, to rich kn 
men. ‘Of laying up in {tore for themfelves a ae 
dod foundation againlt thetime to come 5 Some pa 
reads, for in ftore , laying up for a Treafure, a 9° 
good foundation, that is, a foundation of hopes ’"'! 
Notthat thetiberalicy of the rich does merit it, | pa 
but becaufe it is a fruit of faith; and God hath 97° 
promifed.cto ‘reward the fame grace for Chrifts | IME a 
fake ; lz being a facrifice with whtch he ig well: piea- | er 
fed, Heb.»13..16 Or as Paul exprefieth ic ,:aa UN 
Philii4. 18. An odour of a {weet and fragrant | Hy 0 
{mell., “a facr:fice, acceptable 5 well-pleafing to Malord hy 


‘God, For a8 fweer odours area refrefhing’ of (Mis! 
the fenfes, fo’ our refrefhing of the Saints bowels |! 
isina manner aréfrefhing of Gods Own-fenfe and 


: 

: 
Spiric.. A term. borrowed from the» perfumeg | df 
Which were made upon the Altar of Inceafe. “1 v0, 
fhalladd further, ‘but that iny Pia. 41. 1/2538) hil 
which Ljudge very pertinent to the thing in hand | sat fy 
Bleffed is be that confidereth ibe poor, the Lord will Wied to 


: Pot SK ; a - im, 
deliver him in timeof trouble 3 Ibe Lord will pra igtper 
Serve him and keep him alive, and he fhall be blef=, 8 
{eas 
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fed upon the earth. And thou will not deliver bim 
ts, I. entothe will of his.enemies. The Lord will firengther 
The || 22m upon the bed of languifbing, thou wilt make buy 
tte | Ped in bis ficknefs. 
David being now falling into a heavy ficknefs, 
tings fj“ OL LOme other great diftemper or ftreight, he de- 
this), {cvibeth here che happinels or bleffiag which they 
| thall obtain ac Gods hands, that carry themfelves 
eto | piontly and compallionately towards the afiii@ted. 
hith |) Bleffed i be that confidereth the poor » that judgeth 
ard | wrifely of the poor, and will not rafbly condemn bim 
off % 4 Malefactor. whom God doth vifit. The poor here 
fh f 28 taken for amiferable one, one that is thinn, ex 
yf) Bautted, of his abilities ; whither of the body, and 
‘ome 20 a fick one 5 or of goods and means, and fo.a 
ap POOr one. «The Lord (faith he ) fhall deliver hin iz 
anes t2M€ Of trouble. ‘The Lord fhali preferve him and 
mf | keep him alive, the Lord thal] revive, quicken,heal 
nif, Dim or make him whole, and make him happy an 
vite the earch ; and will not deliver him, or give him 
oleage OVEF into the defire or will of ‘his enemies, The 
il Lord wall ftrengthen him upon the bed of lanzuifh- 
vt wg 5 Or the bed of forrow, others read it, The 
3 ie Lord fhall under-prop him upon his fick bed, up- 
On his bed of faintnels, weakne(s, teebiene(s; yea 
ye Make his bed in his licknefs,*or change his bed. 
| | wich may admit of this two-fold fence. .. Asifhe 
wd aad faid, {peaking in a prophetical manner; Thou 
O God, thale as furely curn his fickne& to the beit, 
(as if Ifaw ic already performed, Or thus, thou 
| fhale fupply all humane helps unco him, that is 
igi aled to be beRowed upon, fick, difeafed. and dif- 
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Now what a comfortable prontife is here for our 
faith to take hold of, in fuch a danguifhing and 9”, 
dying time. O how {hould it encourage and ftic 

" ap.the rich, efpecially in this world, To be rich in WP 
geod works, ready. to diftvibure, willing to commant- 
Cate, 1 Lin. 6.17518, Yay all of us chat can make 
duc our EleGtion of God, as holy and beloved; Ta | 
be putting on bowels of mercies, kindnefs, bunblenefs 
of mind, meeknefsy long fuffering, forbearing one anon 
ther, aad forgiving ane another ; if any man bave a | 
quarrel agsinft any, even as Chrift hath forgiven uw, 
fo alfo foruld we de And above all thefe things _ 
(faith the Apoltle’) pur om ebarity, which is the bond > 

_ of perfettaefs, Col.3-12, 13,14 He wifhes chem, § 
as they would be fire of their Ele@ion, and have r 
a found ote or mark of their holinefs, and ‘that j 
God loved them to be putting on bowels of mer- 
cies; asif he had faid let chefe be your robes and co- 
verings,wear thes as you wear your garm: nts 4 lee 
them be as tender aad inward unto you, as your 
ows principal and mroft vical parts.’ Such a mea= jw 
fure of pity and compallion, as maketh che inward aril 
bowels co yearn 5 and this ts proper to {uch as are 7 
in affliction and mifery + 

But Kindnef@ extéendech further, aud reacheth to 
all. whitherin profperity or adverlity, which isa 
fweet and loving difpefition of the heart , and a 
Coilrteotis affection ‘to all, fhewing it felf im pleas 
fing, and good fpeech, aud behaviour towards all. 
Buc becaule Love. is the root of all | he doth 
therefore compare Charity to the moft precious 
garment, which is.or can be put upon all others 5 
Calling it, Zhe bond of perfetinef’, or the moft per= 
fe& bond > which is among men to unite chem |W) 

| together. | 
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r ON \‘eogether. Uinculum perfectionis, is, Uincrilune per= 
bandh) feciffemum , quo plures inter fe colligantur. ‘I {hal 
ifieh| Conciade this point, with that faithful faying and 
ith int affirmation of, Jud. 8, and 14, That they which 
init have beleived in God, might be careful to maine 
inde) | Bain good works for neceflary ufes, that they be 
| not unfruitful 5 they fhould learn to be eminent in 
In|} Boor works above others, The Vulgar hath ic, 
i Curent bonis opersbus pre effe: They thould go be- 
i Sore Othersin good works. And gives this ag his 
agpweafon therefore.» Zhefe things are good and 
ihn profitable unto men.. Thus much for the Sixth So- 
shy Veraign Remedy. : 
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ha | Lhe Seventh Spiritual Reeeipt: 
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inet 7ly. The fevench and laft Soveraign Receipt, for 


Atta the prevention or curing of this Peftilential difeafe ; 
wi luflds az Evangelical univerfal obedience to the Gofpel of 
Cbrift: Called by.the Apoftle in Rom: 16. 26, The 
menpiovedsence of Faith, confilting in a readine{S to do 
wintfene Will of God, in things commanded or forbid- 
satei@en, be they never fo troublefome or contrary to 
iOur.reafon or liking. I calf it Evangelical, to di- 
ahipaunguith i¢ from that which is Legal; which re- 
chgquired an abfolute univerfal conformity , not of 
alip Our actions only, bur of our affections alfo to the 
ape will of God, exafly in every point and title there- 
{slp Of Upon pain of Eternal Damnation, Gal. 3. 1¢3 
dol 23 + And therefore by” the Apoftle called , The 
cil |miniftration of death and condemnation 5 2 Cor. 
iets 73 9» This Evangelical Obedience 5 confilts 
om an Deleiving the Golpel, and (ubjeQing our felves 
thereunto 3 whence it isy that itis put for faith 
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or the receiving of che Golpel, Rom, 1.8, Comp, 
with Chap. 16.19. andto obey Chrift, for beleie| 
vingin Chrift, 2 for. 10.5. and to obey thetruth| 
for beleiving che Doctrine of the Gofpel., Rom. 
6.17. 1 Pet. 1.22.'Which evangelical or Gofpel 
obedience isto be performed unto God, in and 


jae 
fave 
j mill 
whe 
beret 


through our Lord Jefus Chrift, who asheis held@,,;/: 


forth co be the patternof our obedience . £ Corsi 


11.1. So is he the Author of eternal fal vation ug- 
to all themthatobey him, Heb.5.9, Aad through 
higobedience onely itis that we are made rightes| 
ous, Rom.5.19. This ifay does confit in a readi-| 
nef and chearfulnefs to do the will of God. Lo 
I come (faith Chrift) to do thy will O God, Heby 
10. 7-.CMy meat is to. do the will of bit that feat 
me, andto finifh his work, Joh. 4, 34. Andit mut 
be performed fromthe heart, out of love unto} 


ia mil 
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ly pl? 
pier 
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F thy 


Chrift , Rom, 6,17. Upon, this hing ali Gofpellf.,,. 
obediencehangs, Rom.13+10. This is the (pring, 
from whence it originally flows, 2 Cor.5.14¢ Them, , 


love of Chrift conftrainethus ; ‘The force and effis§,,; 
cacy of which will make difficult things ealie 5 Thel§, 


Saints loved not their lives unto the death , for 


the love they boreunto Chrift, Rev. 12.12. Jail, 
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cob firved feven years for Rachels and (faith shel, 


Text) they feemed unto bins buta few days , forth 


lovehe bad unio ber , Gen. 29. 20- Charity fuffereth , 


long and is kind , it beareth all things, beleiverb all) 


things , bopeth all things 5 endureth all thingsy oe 
1 Cor.13.4,7. Much watér cannot quench it , werei@y.. 


ther can the floods drown it, Cant. 8. 7° Whensthe 


foul is mounted upomthe wings of faith and charie\§ 


ty, ic makes ic like the Chariots of Amiusdihg) 
Cant,6.12,It willmake che foul cleaveunco Chrifts 
BOSSE SO Cavern m: 


Was Rath unto Naomi her Mother-in-law 5 noe to 
Jeave him, norreturn from following after him. 

> de will fay chen unto Chrift 5 Whither thom. got I 
will 203; andwbere thou lodgeft , I-will badge 5 thy 
a people, foal be my people; and thy God) my God ; 
shill where thou diet , will E dye; and there will I be 
| buried ; the Lorddo foto me, and more alfa, if ought 

i Ch bat death part thee and me, Ruch 1. 16, 17; Lord if 
UR) thou goelt into a Prifon, faith the gratious, loving 
NOUR beleiving, obeying foul 1 will go with thee;if chou 
‘OM Todgelt there ina Dungeon, | will lodge with thee 


i | Pam cefolved in thyftrength not to leave thee 5 go 
uy Pwacre thou wilt; Iewillfayas Pawh, None of thefe 
hy (j 


VEE Pings fall move me , nor fall I count my life dear 
he wit my felfs fo that I may but finifa my contr fe 
eS Bwith joy ;.and the miniftery which I have received 
Hes ef the Lord Felis , to teftifie the Gofpel of the 
U0 : a ae 
‘ni . of God » Act. es ag Mount- Sion Saints will 
wp oilowthe Lamb whither-foever he goeth# Rev. 
#4. 4. They-have an infeperable communion , an 
nd individual fociecy with theLamb, which referred 
‘) MEP CO che {tate of their warfare , notes the finéerity 
i) Mland conftdncy of their faith and obedience undec 
il ) Anti-chrifts perfecution;they follow riot the Beat, 
ita but the Lamb, wherefoever he goecth, that is, chey 
, niivexactly walk in the precepts and fteps of the lamb, 
momewherefoeverhe leadeth then), &heleadeththemto 
mliethe Fountains of living waters,Chap.7, 17. Vhefe {uf- 
dmeers not the déecres and Idols of che Bealt co be ob- 
i, iittuded upon them,but wholly cleave co Chritt theis 
hen ipuide,and like Caleb & ‘Fofhua,they will follow him 
(cially; Numb.c4 24. Thisindeed is very difficult 
jliminic felf, and ia ouc ftrength foto do. Our own 
Gui ee perience tells us, chat Gofpel obedietice is an 
i. FL 2 Hip. hill 
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up-hill way , andits hard to get a great waight Upis jgii! 
an hill 3 therefore whea che Apoitle preffeth Go-g atl 
{pel-obedience, he bids us lay alide every weichil bn, 
chat we may run with patience, Heb. 12.1. The Conlt 
old Adam isa clogg to our obedience, and weight: 2 LG) 
eifily pulk us down ; and if down? to rife again, 4 sore 
isap-hill work. Bai to 8 
What ado have weto get up our hearts unt a 1h 
crue Gotpel- forrow. for our fins ? Oh, what a harc 
work itis co bring our hearts up.cora beleif of chen) 
promifes 2 to erat God in difficulties, &c. On} bat mite 
how difficule to get up che hill of Golpel- -obedix Witty 
ence ? what pains muft we take to get to.commugm;; | 
nion with God in the Spirit? Gods call for ouifihy),, 
obedience, is likeshis comm and to Mofes, Deut, 321 [j/ 
49,50 Go up to Mount Nebo, and dye there. ~ SOMpit. 
go up into thy Clofet, aud kill thy corruption, », 
there, let thy dear et lutis dye there, pluck ouc chy), 
right eyet here, and cut off thy right-hand there 47}, 
nee we had as live deine dofuchathing,fuch verily bat 


is Our matiira! tut oradefs agai God. i yall 

Whea God bids usup-and do this, orthat; obvi)... 
how Hib nee unplealing 19it co fleth and blood vy 
When the Gofpel bids as Jook above. all things diy. ), na 


Father, Mou her, Wifes Children, Lands, ‘Lame " 
Life ; and and leave, forlake and hate them ail, ance, 

then thot! {bait bea Difciple of Chrift, upon the} i: 
account of Golpel- obedience.. Are we not read I ta 
to fay wich thofe Difciples of Chrilt, "This 2 bar 

faying, who can bear it ?. Joh. 6. 60. “Yet I fay, che 

(oul chat is carried upon the wings of faith ay ae 
and ftrengthened ‘with might by the Spirit of the)... 
Lord in the-inward man, ican chearfully and will a 
lisgly conform to fuch harth, difficult and Wd 
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fing commands, confi o éred a$ to i ay id bee 
. But Tfhallcome a little clofér as his the thing in 
hand, to excite thee to this evangelical o! bedience. 
i) Confider firft, bow acceptal ie and well-plea- 
ot fing a thing i it is unto the L ord in that he-prefers } 
pitrabove legal Sacrifices wharfoever.” As Samuel | i 
I faid to Saul, Hath the Lord as great delizht in burnt- Bay ia 
Nin offerings boa ote tal the veyee of the a We 
na Lord ? Bebold, toobeyis better then Sa: viffce, aid to UB 
{y Bearken then the fat of rans. Por rebellion is as) the ee a 

fie of witch-craft, and fiubbornne(s isas iniquitvand Hye a: 
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aid NW Edolatry, i Sam. Ls ) . 2 Zs 2 POR Ala if O*» 4 e a Fer 7° ! if 


aie’ Ri PIR Re cgi. Spiny PARONG Babine ines RE Ramet ai ene 


ERE: 
MM 22, 23. For I {pake not unto yo a Rother se? nr ein - 
for ol aha them in the day that I br nad E the m out of 


elt, j the Land of Egypt , concer zing bur fings and 
4 facrifices ; 5 But this thing commended Tt them » faying, | 


rupti Obey my voise 5 and I will be your Gor” and ye . 
UC al? be my people > and walk ye in all the ways | : 
{tet tbat I baie commanded you, that it mayde well with 
hveliiene. Bat they bearkened not > or WM ned their ear, 
ut walkedinthe counfels and imagina ations of their 
at; OW 2993 7 heart, and went backward , and not forward, Soe) iG 
| blov4re, And becaufe the ay rejec fed the Lords Pro- ij HAT 
thing rhets, he fent among éheni sand would hole: cad | | 
Ho into the Lord, nor incline tietr ear, but hardied bit Y 
dliiheir neck , and did warfe then thet Fat hers 5 eet I 
youlitherefore the Prophet Feremy. was cd fay un. Th 
it rOthem , Lhe is a Nation that obeyeth not the ea 
sl oice of the Lord their God, mor. recéiveth corredti- % 


\ : F 
Ly MN2s truth is perifbed, and is he off from their. mouth. | it i) 
nll ObjeG. But did not the Lord command their M 4 
rf jurnt-offerings and Sacrifices after he had broughe it ne 
andi hiem out of the Land of Egypt ? Were they not Bt 5 
wr ings of his own appointment ? ie ae aR) 
i R 2 3 Aisa. ARS ia 
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Anjw. Yea A Surely the Lord di: deommand sind) ip 
jajoyacheir facrifices , and it was cheir fin’ co omic gy / 
them; buethe meaning isthis, as if cheLord ae if 
faid, This was not the chiefelt ching that I com-§ prev 
Vad them, as ye Hypocrites do: conceive and| Be th 
Imagine, but ic was their fincere obedience, whick pis y 
they A ise not yeilded unto me, and wal have yeild. Bw fi 
ed me lefschen they; 1 didexped chat ‘your fore> Bund 
fathers fhould have ‘obeyed my voicein al} other] ays 
things chat | had enjoyned and commanded them | wn 
cotdo, as well as in matters of curnt-olerings andy us, wb 
facrifices , but feeins they difobeyed my voi iC Mad wh 
and yet would comeand (acrifice unto te with 1e= Mii) ad 
hw bhh ds, and unclean hearts , rebéjlions and Bib jld 
difcbedien e(pirits , their Sacrifices an id Offerings: ihealem 
co me were ag if } ha d not commatded chem at: Tis hereto 
my fouldidloachthem and abomunate them, and Bim) 
{o they de o yours 3 (o lo 1g as you hearken not to fine 
my voice, due walk in the countells and imegina> ui me 
tions of your own evil hearts. Tae Pi ophet Hofea ty Need f 
gives much light into chis underitanding of cae Byyiy., 
mind of God, in Hifea 6.6. and fodoes our bleh, 4 
fedSaviour , referring lisipec ech chereuntos Fein m. 
I defire mercy, and not fac so e, and the knowledge, 
of God, more thex bac -offerings , See Mat. 9 at 
and 12.7. that 13, | prefer red ba of mercy, Hea 
before Sacri lice » and the knowledge of God, asit@,. 
is joyned with o bedience co the ual of God , be=#,,,,,.; 


‘ ; e i J* 
fore burit-offering. , The outward bare offerings Bh», 
confiidered in it elf , without faith and ae tin | 


the Lord highly reproved and rejehed 5 See to) 
this purpele, Pfa.50. 12, to 17. So If. I, 11g 
cars, See there how the Lord did abominate their 9, 
cfferings » notwithftanding he had infticuted andy 
appointed i 


= - 


the PESTILENCE., 247 


‘ i appointed them, ' Io what par pofe is the multitude 
Mit) of your facrifices unto me ? faith che Lord, 7 am 
Lh fall of the burnt-offerings of Rams, @c. bring 720 
mie more vain oblations , incen{e is an dash nation unto 
"ean Me » the new Moons ard Sabbaths , the calling’ of 
uc Affemblies , 1 cannot away with 5 it is iniquity, event 
Cid folemn meeting | your new Moons, and your ap- 
TDG | potuted feafts, my foul hateth, they are a trouble unto 
| oer me, 1 amwearyto bearthem. And.when ye {pread 
Cheney forth your bands, I will bide mine eyes from you 3 
Sil yee, sober Je make many prayers I will not bear: 
cH And why ? Your bands are full of blood, will ye 
OM Rell and murder my. fervantsthe Prophets, a and hed 
‘will the blood of mine innocent ones?and come and think to 
ao | appeafe my wrath with your hypocritical offerings? And 
ia therefore he exhorts them to repenesanee Wal 
TH | pera ye cleam, put away the evil of your doings from 
ota before mine eyes, ceafe to do evil, learn todo well, (eek 
Te | judzment relervethe oppreffed , judge the fatherlefs, 
WU blead for the widow 5 Come now aieiet us reafom tom 
nti geather , faith the Lord ; when thefe things ave 
bleh qone His come unto me, then b ring Ae offerings 
; FM) gato me, then fhall they be ac cepted by ii e then we mt 

il veafon together, then I will disse your prayers, and par- 
i) don your fins, and not before. 

Hence it is chat Solomon faies, The. facrifice of 
d) SM be wicked is an abomination io the Lord 5 but the 
1, prayer of the upright is bis delight, Prov. 15.8. So 
se Prov. 214.27. The facrifice of the wicked an abo- 
Minh mination bow much more, wher he bringeth it with a 
(et WM) tricked mind. It is alovays evil, buc how much more 
abominable is it, when he brings it with a wicked 
titi) tind 2? or with a wicked intent, exprefly intending 
am ito effect, or accomplish fome wicked a& or enter- 
R 4 prife 


% 


int 


SRO AAR ioe Gana AR aS BIO LTRs Seine 


Ssiamimrniageh 


Feet ee ere 


The Caufes aud Cure of 


prifethereoy; andas it were calling upon God to } 
be anhelp toadvance and feg forward | their villa-| 
neous and mifchievous defignes 4 As Balaam and| 
Balzack did, Numb.23. Will ye eal murder, and 
commit adultery, and (wear falfly, and barn incense | 
unto Baal, and walk after other Gods whona ye know) 
met, (faith theLord) And come and ftand before me\ 
inthis houfe , which ws clilled by my mame, and fay,} 
ve are delivered todo allthefe abominations , Jer. 7.| 
9,10. Asif che Lord had faid, ‘are yenot alhamed 

ro deal fo hypocritically and wickedly, Ido ag 

much elteem of fiich fervices and facrifices > a8 the} 
cutting off of a Dogs neck , or the offering of 
Swines blood : as his expreflion is, in Ifa. 66. 3, 

Taccept not of fuch offerings ; Take away from me 

thre mopfe nf ty foxgs, for i will ast hear the melady 

of iby Violls; But let judgment Yun down db waters, | 
and righteou{ne{s as amighty jtream, Amos 5.22, 

23,24. Their vocalaid inftrumental mufick, wasil 
at chat time a pare of Gods inititited oueward wore, 
fhip i but by them corrupted cogether with che, 
ref, chrough theic bipoertiie and wickedhefe, andl 


uitothey abufed their Muck , Amos 8, 2. Theil 


fongsof the Lemple fhall be bawling in tht day; I 
with thefe things mightbe rightly confidered, and 
applyed inthis day; lam afraid s there ts {uch kind 

of fervice and worlhip performed ow adays,whichs 
will come under the tharp rebuke and reprehens 

fion of the Lord; fuch as God will abominate, and i 
efpecially if che fame be offered with.a wicked 
mind. Tucry up che Temple of the Lord } the 
Temple of the Lord, the Cnurch of God, the 
Houle of God, &c, Will be but\a trufting in 
lying 


elpecially through cheir,heinous luolatry ; where-i 
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lying words , if the menof this generation do not 
throughly amend their ways and their doings, 
This will not priviledge them, nor deliver them to 
do all thofe dreadful abominations, as are Perpe- 
trated and aCtedin thefe times, God will fay, take 
from me the noyfe of your Songs,or Singing-men, 
8¢ I will.not hear che melady of your Organs. They 
are to me but as the howling ofa Dog;So on the o- 
ther hand, for fuchasareina congregational way, && 
have feperated from the publique national] worthip. 
Let them take heed that they reft not in the exter- 
_nal part of Gods worthip in oneward ordinances, 

and Church-fellowthips, and fo grow fecure sand 
formal and carnal heartlefsand {piritlefs, and chink 
they havea difpenfation hereby for any Clofe hypo- 
ctifie Oriniquity. I wouldlet fuch know » that if 
they are notin the lifeand {pirit of ordinances, in 
thefpirit of faich and prayer , anda holy commu- 
nion of Saints; beautified with a practical, holy, 
humble, heavenly, fruitful Gofpel converfation, 
that chey {ih againit che Lord, and be fure their 
fin will find them ont, as Mofes {aid to the Renbe- 
mites, and Gadites, Numb. 32. 23. I fay it is Gof- 
pel Obedience that is fo acceptable unto him. As 
obedient children , not fafbioning your {elves accor 
ding to the former lufts in your ignorance ; but as 
he which hath called you is holy fo be ye holy in 
all manner of converfation , 1 Pet. 1. 14, 15.And 
that itis fo well pleafing a thing unto the Lord, 
and of fuch fpecial efficacy and force 5. to ftay- or 


iil. divere the Judgments of God from falling upon 


_a,Nation or people; that pathetical > Or rather 


WA paternal with of the Lord > feems to imply fo 
(@ much, Pfa, $1.13, to the end. O shat my people 


bad 
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bad bearkened unto me, and \frael had walked in 


my ways; What then? I fhould foon have fubdued -| 


their enemies, and turned my baud againft their ad- 
verfaries ; Ihe baters of the Lerd fooutd have fub- 
mitted themfelves’ unto him ; but their time fbould 
have endured for ever. He fhould bave fed. them 
alfa with the finelt of the Wheat , and with boney 
out of the rock fhonld I have fatisfied thee, What 
an ardent defire of the Lord was here, as to his 
peoples hearkening unto him , and walking in his 
ways, and fee whac the Lord would have done for 
them thereupon ; He would have fubdued their 
enemies , and fo ‘confequently procured their 
peaces As Nathan told’ David , that they fhould 
dwellina placeof their own, and move no more, 


_andthat the children of wickedaefS fhouid not 


afflict them any more , as before time, 2 Sam. 
7.10, He would haveturned his hand againft their 
Adverfaries ; What's that ? the hand of his Plagues 
and punithments ; he would have*taken off his 
Plagues and Panihhments from them, and laid 
them upon hisadverfaries ; fo faid Fob, Withdraw 
thine band from me, and let not thy dread make me 
afraid, Job 13. 21. that is, put iby Plague’ and 
vifitation far from me, So Fuages 2.15, Me is thus 
rendred, Whither-foever they went out , the band 
af the Lord was-againft them for evil , ag the Lord 
had faid, and asthe Lord had {worn unto them, 
and they were greatly diftreffed , and what hand 
was this, but his fore judgments, and among the 
reft , this'of the deftroying Pettilence, Lev. 26, 
25. which hethreatned fhould cleave unto theni, 
until hehad confumed them , Deut! 28. 23. So in 
t Sem, 5.6,11, Icisfaid, the hand of the Lord 

was 
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was heavy.upon the men of Afbdod,andhe deftroyed 
tnem, and {mote them with Emerod: ', See alfo, 
Rath 3.13. Lam. 2. 8,9, and AG, 13. 11, The 
haters of the Lord{fhould have fubmitted theme 
felves , thofe that oppreffed them ; thould have 
fubjected unto them, either willincly » og con: 
ftrainedly , choofe them’ whether.” Bue their 
time fhould have endured for ever. his peoples 
time, the time of cheir profperity and flourith- 
ing eflate fhould have endured for eve r3 The 
meaning is, they fhould have had and enjoyed a 
long bleffed and happy life’ He would have fed 


them alfo with the finelt of the Wheat > With the 
fac ofthe Wheat, the Flower of i¢, or the bef 


and chiefeft Corn , they fhould have had what- 
ever was beft for the maintenance of their life, as 
Numb, 18.12. Dewt..32. 14. and Pfa. 147. 4, 
He maketh peace in thy borders , and fillet thee 
with the fineft of the wheat ; And what more ? 


: Vith honey ouc of the. Rock fhould I have fatislied 


thee, Deut. 32.13, .. The Bees in the Land of 
Canaan uled much to harbour in therocks. Bue 
{piritually this rock doth fignifie Chrift, 1 (or. 
Lo. 4. and the honey , that {weetaels of (peech, 
and thofe favoury and gracious words, which 
did iffuefrom his mouth., being {weetnels to the 
foul, and health to the bones, Pa. 19. 10, Prog. 
16.24+ Cant. 4. 11. Noting by this manner of 
fpeech, that they fhould have had all things, both 
pleafant and. profitable for the maintenance of their 
life , if cheir wickednefs and difobedience had 


} not ftopped thecourfe of his goodnefs and mercy, 


Take thatconcurrent place alfo, inI/a. 48. 18, 19. 


‘ie, that thou badft bearkencd to my Commandements, 


then 
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shen had thy peace been as a River. and thy right eouf - 
ne{s athe waves of the Sea ; thy feed alfo had been 
as the fand, and che off-foring of thy bowels like 
the gravel thereof, bis name fhould not have heen 
eut off , nor deftroyed from befare me. Whata 
promife was here alfo upon-the account of their 
obedience ? their peace or profperity rather fhould 
have been as a River, that is abounding and al- 
ways lafting, as a River floweth continually and 
ftoppeth nots And their righteoufnefs as the waves 
of the Sea 5 thatis, the bleed and happy eftate 
of their Government 3 a3 che fruit of their rish- 
teoufnels; fhouldas.the Waves of the Sea, been 
exceeding abundant, flowing and Hourifhing ; and 
their feed’ fhould havebeen as theSand of the Sea 
for multitude ; So Is, 1, 12. 7f ye be willing and 
obedient 4 ye (hall eat the good of the Land ; But if iy 
ye vefufe and rebel | ye fhall be devoured with the © sina 
ford 5 If ye obey my commandements , ye fhall eat ab 
the beft. things of the Land, job 21, 25.90 Eliba |! 
in his {peech to Fob", If they obey. and ferve bim, |! 
they fhall {pend their days im profperity , and their 
yearsin pleafures 5 Butif they obey nt t, they fhall 
perifh by the fwrord, and they foall dye without knows 
bedge , Job 36.11, 12, See aifoy Lev. 26. 13. 
Deut.6.3. and t1. 22. and 26. 27. and 28, 15. 
What promifesthe Lord made upon the accoun 
Of their obedience. More particularly co the thing 
in hand, that in Deut. 7. £2, 13, 14,15. 1s worthy 
of our belt obfervation, where among Many other 
things which che Lord promifed as great and {in- 
gular blelliags upon chat {core , this is not the 
leait nor meanelt 5; Fhe Lord will take away from 
_ theeall fickuels , and will put none of the evil .dif= 
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cafes of Egypeapon ipee , but will lay them wpor 
| ali them that hate thee... What the. evil difeales of 
Egypt were, is well known to mot ; This of 
the noyfom deltroying Peltijence being. one; Amos 
4.10. Let meaddtwo of three places more inthe 
New Teftament, and then! hall draw toa Con- 
ciufion; Fohn $.12, I am the light of the World, 
faith Chriit, be that followeth me , frall not walk in 
darknefs , but (hall have the light of life s He that 
embraceth my Dottrine with a true faith | andobey- 
eth the fame , {hall not walk in the darknefS of error 
and.jin, but {ball have the light of life to bring 
himto everlafiing life ; So Fobn12.26, If any maz 
Serve me, let him follow me.wand where I am , there 
feall alfo my fervant. be; if any man ferve me,bim will 
my Father banour ; Can chat man be in.a miferable 
or uncomfortable condition to be where Chri 
fhall be ? and what honour can be comparableto 
that which God the Father fhall confer upon thofe 
who ferve the Lord Chrifi 2 1 thal] only add, Rev. 
22.14. Blefled gre they that do bis commandements, 
that they may baveright tothe Tree of Life > and may 
enter 12 through the gatesinto the City’, to Wit, of 
the new and Heavenly Ferufalem, which defcenderh 
out of Heaven from God, and commeth down fron 
God owt of Heaven, preparcdas a Bride adorned for 
her, Husband , Rev. 21. 2. Whereof fee the des 
{cription , verf, 10, And what this Treeof life is, 
See Rev. 22.2. By this Tree of life is meant the 
Lord Jefus Carift 5 Fitly called che Tree of life, 
in re{pect of his vivifying, conferring; and pre= 
ferving life unto them that eat thereof > which ig 
but one; though he. is faid to ftand in the midk 
ofthe ftrect, and of either fide.of the eo 
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that is, liis leaves and roots; is on both fides of | 


the River, fo that there is no want on either 


fide. Hence Chrift (aid , to bins that overcometh , 7 | 


will give to eat of ihe Tree of Life, which is in the 
midjt of the Paradifeof God. ‘This 1 fay is Chrift 
himfelf , the Fountain and Author of our life; 
The Bread of Life, Job. 6.51. The Water of Life, 
Fob, 4.7- The RefurreGtion and Life it felf, Fob; 
ix. 25. ‘And he ftands by the River, becaufe 
he never witheréth , or. is fruitlefs.- A Tree 
planted ‘by the Rivérs of waters , is always green 
and fruieful 5’Chrift alone is fufficient for life un- 
to all, and to quicken all his ele& forever and 
ever. This Treé bath twelve manner of fruits, and 
yeildeth her fruit every moneth , and the leaves 
of the Tree are for the healing of the Nations ; 
What does this hold forth, but the quickening 
vercue of Chrifts merits and fpirit , which is 
vigorous and eflicatious throughout the whole 
year; that is, forever and ever , to preferve al. 
ways this (piricual life , andehis bleffedrefrething. 
for the ifrazel of God, without any weakening or 
enfeebling , Fob. 15,16. And mark in the clofé 
of ‘this difcourfe, that che leaves of this Tree have 
a medicinal ufe for to preferve the health of the 
Nations 5 Not that there fhall be any infirmities 
any more in the New Ferufalem, but thac the 
healing of all infirmities which was wrought here 
by the merits and [pirie of Chrift, (hall be there. 
by the fame power for ever kept and preferved 
inviolate for all beleivers. See Ezek, 47..12. 
Now bleffed are they that do his commande- 
‘Ments, as touching , the not worfhipping of the 
Bealt and hisimage , the forlaking of Babylon, and 
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the faithful following of the Lamb, fubje&ing and 
© fabmitting co all his holy , heavenly , pure, e 
_ vangelical infticucions 9 appointments, and come 
| Mands , patiently and chearfully fuffering for. his 
fake, inbearing witnefs untothe crutch’, if called 
| thereunto , perfevering in the grace of Chrift. 
doing juttly , loving mercy, and walking humbly 
with God, fach fhall have right to this Tree of 
Life, and enter in through the gates into the 
City. They thall have a right of enjoying Chrift 
and his unfpeakable benefits, and be perpetual 
and moft happy Inhabitants of the heavenly Ferg. 
Salem; And he chat fittech onthe throne fhall dwel} 
amongthem. They (hall hunger no more ,' seithey 
thirft any more. neither foall the Sunlight on them, 
nor any heat. Vor the Lamb whichis in the midft of 
the throne fhall feed them, and {hall lead them unto 
living fountains of water: and God {hall Wipe away 
all tears from their eyes » Rev. 7. 15, 16, 17. I 
fhall add no more, but that of Paw! to Limothy,, 
Confider what I fay, and the Lord give thee unders 
flanding in all things, 2 Tim, 2.7. 
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